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PREMONITION 


„„ THE 


R E A D E R. 


11 E enfuing Treatiſe v was firſt pub- 
liſh'd about the Year 1657, and fo 


well accepted, that within about two 


145 time it paſſed three Editions. 
The Author, a zealous Proteſtant : and faves 
of Liberty, was excited to write on this Subs 


jet, by the numerous Complaints of the 


People, at that Time labouring under ſevere 
Proſecutions for Tithes. 


For although the Power and Juriſdiction of 


the Eccle/iaſtical Courts, to which Proſecu- 


tions for Tithes were limited by an Act made 


in the 32d Year of King Henry the Erghth, 


had been taken away, and the Biſhops and 


their Clergy removed; yet the ſucceeding 
Preachers, equally mindfal of their own In- 
tereſt, foon obtained an Order of Parliament 


for ſettling themſelves pro tempore, dated the 
2d. of October 1644, and an Ordinance for 


Tithes dated the 8th of November following; 
under the heavy Burden of which the People 
in vain continued to expreſs great Uneaſineſs: 
5 For 


A PREMONITION 


For, when ſeveral Years after, 1 upon Cromwell 8 
being made Protector, one of the Articles of 
Government, by him ſworn to and fubſcribed, 
did expreſs, that as ſoon as may be a -Proviſion 
eſs ſubje&F-to Scruple and Contention, and more 
certain than the preſent, be made for the En- 
couragement and Maintenance of able and pain- 
ful Teachers, a Clauſe was inſerted therein, 
that until ſuch Proviſion be made, the preſent 
Maintenance [viz. by Tithes) ſhall not be taken 
away nor impeached. By which Clauſe, the 
Preachers, ſecure of the Continuance of the 
old Pay, fat down at Eaſe, proſecuting ſuch 
as refuſed to pay them Tithes, both in the 
Courts at Weſtminſter, and before the Juſtices 
of the Peace in the Country, with fuch ex- 
. treme Severity, that our Author has taken a 
particular Notice of it, and pathetically de- 
ſcribed ſome of their unmerciful ExaCtions, 
BB: 43 

After he fla given an Extract, or ſhort 
Hiſtory of Tithes, from the firſt Appointment 
of them by the Law of Mefes, taken chiefly 
from the Hiſtory of Tithes by the learned 
Antiquary John Selden, he then conſiders the 
ſeveral Claims made to them; as firſt, By 
divine Right; ſecondly, By the Gifts of Kings 
and Princes ; thirdly, By "the Laws of Kings | 
and Parliaments; I de By particular 


Gifts, Appropriations, Conſecration, and Do- 


nation of the Owners of the Land”; fifthly, 
By Preſcription and legal Poſſeſſion ; ſixthly, 


By * To the Arguments for each 
| of 


nt READER 


of which Claims he returns Aa particular 
Anſwer. But, 


As the 5 has not 1. &a full i in his 


Remarks on Impropriate Tithes, nor ſo copious 


in his Anſwers to the Arguments of thoſe 


who plead for the divine Right of Tithes, as 


he might have been, for which latter he gives 
this Reaſon ; Though divine Right, ſays he, 
hath been long pretended, few are now left who 
will only ſtand to it, and the Generality, both 
of Lawyers, Prieſts and People, are of a' con- 


trary Mind. pag. 31. Wherefore for the Sake 


of ſuch Readers as may not be thoroughly 


fatisfied in thoſe Points, we have thought = 
you to annex by way of Appendix. 


A Diſcourſe of. Impropriate Tithes, 


_—_ by Thomas Elkwoed. | 
24. Reaſons given by Thomas Bennett, an 
Eb of the Pariſh of Allhallows, Bark- 


ing, London, concerning the unjuſt Exaction 


of Tithes, preſented to Thomas Adams, Lord- 


Mayor of that City, Anno 1645. 
34. Some Arguments againſt Tithes, ex- 
tracted from a Treatiſe written by the cele- 


brated John Milton. And, 4 
4th. In Concluſion, we have added a few . 
Extracts from a Tract, under the Title of Buß 


Anſwer to the Country-Parſon's Plea againſt 
the Quakers Tithe-Bill, by a Member of the 


Houſe of Commons; wherein a pretended legal 
Property in Tithes, ſo much infiſted on by 


ſome of _ COT” is ſet in a ſtrong Light. 


A "— ; 


E 


4 . 
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A PREMONITION. 
HFaving laid before the Reader theſe Hints 


of the Contents of the Work, and the Ap- 


pendix thereto, we ſhall ſubjoin in brief our 
Inducement for the Republication of both ; 
which is for the Information of -the. preſent 


Generation ;—that the Youth of our Society, 


or others into whoſe Hands they ſhall fall, may 
not be ignorant of the Reaſons which at firſt 
did, and ſtill do, determine us in an inflexible 


Teſtimony againſt the Payment of Tithes ; 
and they will find it clearly proved, that no 
Obligation to a contrary Conduct can ariſe 


from any legal or Parliamentary Sanction. 
Vet as from this Plea, ſome, not of our 


Profeſſion, who in other Reſpects make no 
great Shew of Bigotry, are ſo weak as to 
urge the Payment of them, and ſome who 
are of our Profeſſion, under the ſame Con- 


ſideration or Pretence, and from the Influence 
of Example and Perſwaſion, may be induced 
to pay them ; to each of theſe it is neceſſary 
to ſay a Word or two; for, in regard to the 
latter, we do not obſerve that our. antient 
Friends, who wrote on this Subject, have ſaid 


much directly to ſuch an inconſiſtent Con- 
dact; not apprehending, as we ſuppoſe, the 


Degeneracy would ever be ſo great as to re- 


quire it. 
And though a divine R:ght to Tithes is by 


Proteſtants at this Time generally diſclaimed, 


yet it ſtill is upon that Suppoſition the Na- 
tional Law enforces the Payment of them, as 


che following Sheets abundantly make ap- 
pear, 


% ²˙ 1 ² ß ˙—˙XA.. 
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the Conſiſtence or Inconſiſtence of the Con- 
duct of any Member of our Society in this 
articular, as We would of the Conduct of 


any Proteſtant Diſſenter on the Principle of 
Liberty and Conſcience; who, on Pretence of 


being determined by an outward Law, acts 
contrary to his own profeſſed Principles; 
There is a Language, and much ſtronger, in 
Actions than in Words. Every one who pays 
Tithes to a National Miniſtry, by that Act, 
ſeems to declare his Belief that they are, by 


the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church, due 


to that Miniſtry, antecedent to any National 


Law, and that it is truly and properly a Goſ- 


pel Miniſtry, whether of this or any other 
National Church ; becauſe not only the Law 


by which they are recovered, but the Parſer 


who claims them, takes all this for granted. 
For can it be ſuppoſed he will plead a Right 
to Tithes, without declaring himſelf to have 
this Right as a Miniſter of Chriſt ? From 


whence this ſhameful Abſurdity undeniably 
follows, that every Man, under the Profeſſion 


of Ruakeriſm, who pays Tithes, either pro- 


feſſes what he does not believe, or believes 


what he does not pradtiiſe. For, | 
The Baſis of our Religion is the aniverſal 
Manifeſtation and immediate Teaching of the 
holy Spirit ;—from which ariſes a Faith, that 
all acceptable Worſhip is performed in and 
under its Influence ;—that all Goſpel Miniſtry 


flows from its Emanations ;—that this in Veſ- 


{cls 


pear...” We are to conſider then, and judge of 
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ſels prepared and ſanctified by the Divine 


Hand, is the ſole eſſential Qualification to that 


Work. That as the Gift is divine, the Ser- 
vice is free, and muſt be faithfully difcharg'd 
without any Object of Reward from Man. 
That Study, 8 or Art, are no eſſential 
Parts of the Character of a Goſpel Miniſter, 


nor can any Man be initiated into this Office 
by human, Call or Ordination. A funda- 
mental Article which never can be reconciled 


to the Payment of Tithes, for the Support of 


a Worſhip and Miniſtry ſtanding upon ano- 
ther Foundation; unleſs contrary Means, Ob- 


jects and Ends, can be made to conſtitute the 


ſame Character. And how much ſoever ſome 
Mens Underſtandings may be darkened with 
the Notions of Law and Preſcription, in fa- 


vour of a pretended Property ; as is evident 


in the Payment of Tithes, yet if we com- 
plied with theſe Laws or Preſcriptions, we 
ſhould vertually acknowledge the Conſiſtency 


of it with the Chriſtian Religion, and that 


thoſe to whom they are paid are the Miniſters 


of Chriſt, and hereby ſhould intirely give up 


the Reaſonableneſs of our Plea of ſeparating 
from that Worſhip and Miniſtry. 

A Detection in the leaſt Degree, an In- 
novation' in ſome Modes and Ceremonies, 
which have little or nothing 3 in them moral or 
divine, / but are indifferent in their Nature and 
Tendency, may not always be a ſufficient 
Reaſon for a eh; but whenever a 
Depravity in F undamentals in any Society, 

is 


it 


bot 
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is diſcover'd, ſuch as their Worſhip and Mi- 


niſtry ; a Separation, an Attempt for a Re- 


formation, becomes an indiſpenſible Duty; 
and to concur in the Support of this Worſhip 
and Miniſtry, after ſuch a Separation, is the 


greateſt of ' Contradictions, | 


Nothing can be weaker, nothin g more 
| prepoſterous, 'than to make the Law of the 


Land the Rule of Mens Conduct relating to 


their Worſhip and Religion. A Man who 
thus will reaſon, and thus would act, has 


no Religion; knows not what it is. He muſt 
change his Profeſſion of Religion, if the 
Laws of the Countries where he came re- 
quired it, as often as he changed his Climate. 


He would pay his Devotion to the Virgin 


Mary at Rome, to Mabomet at Mecca or 


Medina, to the Sun in Perſia, and the Moon 


in antient Arabia. 
The Magiſtrate is no more ck by 
the Precepts of the Goſpel, to compel me 


to pay towards the Support and Maintenance 


of any Religion and Miniſtry, than he is to 


chuſe a Religion for me. Every thing within 


the Verge of Religion, or a Part of Chriſtian 
Faith and Worſhip, is out of his Juriſdiction,” 
as he can no more than any other Man, 
anſwer to God for my doing, or omitting, 
what in Conſcience I believe is my Duty. It 


is a Contradiction to that invaluable Bleſſing 
Liberty, in the beſt Senſe of the Word, and 
to the Idea of a Reformation. Were Men 
accuſtomed to reaſon with the ſame Clearneſs 


and 


IPREMONITION. 

and diſintereſted Impartialityin divine Things 
as in natural, they could not but ſee the 
Truth of our ries in its Prune has er 
cation. | 
And that we ate not fingolar with" kind 
of Reaſoning, may appear from the Inſtance 
of Jobn Locke, who in his firſt Letter con- 
_ eerning Toleration, juſtly diſtinguiſhes be- 
tween what is a Part of religious Worſhip, 
believed to be appointed by God, and what is 
but a Circumſtance belonging tbereto; ſuch as 
the Time and Place of Worſhip ; Habit and 
i Poſture of him that worſhips ; which, as God 
| has not given any expreſs Command about them, 
| and being in«themſekves perfectiy indifferent, 
| may ſometimes be determined by human Pru- 
j | dence, as ſhall be judged moſt aher vient to the 
' End of Order and Decency. But even in this 
i he obſerves, that thoſe who believe the Firſt, 
i4 or the Seventh-day to be ſet apart by God, and 
| _ conſecrated ſtill a his 2 to them that 
pn - Portion of Time is not a fimple Circumſtance, 
4 but a real Part of divine Worſhip, vue can 
ꝛueither be changed nor neglected.— | 
—*,> Heaffirms, and proves, the Allowing "ok 
pjoſitions, viz. That the Magiſtrate's Power 
extends not to the eſtabliſhing of any Articles of 
Faith or Forms of * by the Force of his 
' Laws. 
That the End of a religious ge ety is the 
publick. Worſhip of God, and by Means thereof 
the Acquiſition of eternal Life. All Diſcipline 
4 5 $889; ought cg to tend to that End, — all 
TF# 44 I . Ecels efiaſtical 
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Eeckfaftcal 1 3 to be Mis OE 
Nothing ought nor can be tranſacted in this So- 
ciety, relating is the Profeſſion of cull and 
evorldly Goods. © No Force is here to be made Us 


Occafion whatſoever .- 
Fr i particular Churches of different Per- | 


 fwafions, no one of them has any manner of 


TFuriſdiftion over the other, no not even when the 
Civil Magiſtrat e comes to be of this or the other 
Communion.” For the Civil Government can 
give no new Right to the Church, nor the Church 


70 the Civil Government. So that whether the 


Magiſtrate join himſelf-to any Church, or ſepa- 
rate from it, the Chureh remains always as it 
was before, a' free and voluntary Society. It 
neither requires the Power of the Sword by the 
Magiſirate's coming to it, nor does it lgſe the 
Right of Inſiruetion and Excommunication by 
his going from it. This is the fundamental and 
immutable Right of a ſpontaneous Society, that 
it has Power to romove any of its Members that- 
tranſereſt the Rules of its Inſtitution : But it 
cannot, by the Acceſſion of any new Members, 
acquire any Right of Juriflition over alt= 
that are not joined with it. . 
That Excommunication neither og nor can, 

e the excommunicated Perſon of thoſe 

civil Gro _ Immunities which he an L 
e |; 
That no 1. in . neither foh Perſons; | 
nor Churches, nay, nor even Common-wealths, 
have any juſt Title to invade the civil Rights 
and wy Goods of each other, "_ Pretence 


of | 


A PREMONA TION. 
of Relig jon,——That whence feever the Autha- 


rity of She Clergy. ſprung, ſince it is Ecclefia- 


aſtical, it ought to be confined within the Bounds 
of the Church, nor can it in any manner be 


extended to Civil Affairs ; becauſe the Ghurch 
 Hſelf is a Thing abſolutely ſeparate and dlſtinct 
from the Common-wealth, The Boundari es on 
both Sides are fixed and immovcablo. He jum- 


bles Heaven and Earth together, the Things 
moſt remote and oppoſite, who. mixes theſe two 
Societies, which are in their Original, End, 
Bujmeſs, and in every thing, | #5 djiinet, 
and infinitely different from each other. 

That the Magiſtrate cannot take a away. theſe 
worldly Things from this Man, or Party, and 


give them to that; nor change Property amongſt 


Fellow-ſubjefts, (no: not even by a Law) for a 


Cauſe that bas no Relation to the End of Civil 
Gouernment I mean for their Religion. 


This Reaſoning, although it was calculated 
in favour of a general Toleration, yet, when 
applied to the preſent Caſe of Tithes, con- 
cludes ſtrongly in our Favour. 0 

Not to detain the Reader with too long a 
* 37 0 nor repeat what is already ſaid, we 


may juſt remind him ; thatas in the Nature 


of the Thing, a Precept only, not an Exathple 


for the Payment of Tithes, in their preſent 


Extent, muſt be produced in the New-Teſta- 
ment, in order to make the Claim good upon 
a Chriftian Bottom: Such a Precept, or the 
want of one, muſt determine whether this 
is, or is not, a Part of the Chriſtian Conſtitu- 

tion. 
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tion. In a Matter of ſo great Concern, it were 
highly abſurd to ſuppoſe, a poſitive Precept 
would have been omitted by Chri/t, the 
Founder of our Religion, and his inſpired 
Followers, if ſuch an Exaction had been 
deſign d. That there is no ſuch poſitive Pre- 
cept in the New-Teſtament, is a Truth in 
Fact, and therefore a Negation of this Ex- 


| action. 


In a Word, neither the 8 of T ithes, 
nor a Plea for” them, for the Service of the 
Prieſthood only, took place, until a Defection, 
in more Inſtances than one, from the Purity 
of the apoſtolick Age, overſpread the Chriſtian 
Church, about the Time of Conſtantine the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor ;—that fatal Period, 


when a Door was opened to transform Reli 


ion into a political Syſtem; to incorporate 
Chriſtiantty with Judaiſm and Paganiſm; 
but we, in demurring to the Payment of 
Tithes, recur directly to the Ages of Chriſtian 
Purity, before theſe Corruptions were intro- 
duced. | / 12 
We ſay then, whatever ſome Men may 


5 think; or however others may act, if the 


People call'd Quaters ſhould at any Time ſo 

far 7&mporize with the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Times, as to pay Tithes, or any Thing 
of the Nature of Tithes, they will prone theſe 


Laws and Cuſtoms to that which is divine, 
run retrograde to their own Reformation, and 


degenerate it into that Darkneſs, out of which 


their 


APREMONITION, Go. 
their Predeceſſors were reſcued ere break» 
ing forth of Goſpel. Liguia tt. 
A practical Conformity to the Docter 
thay had embraced, though attended with 
very great Hardſhips, is one cogent Argument 
of this People being actuated, in the Begin- 
ning, by a truly reforming Principle; of 
which the Hihory of their © Sufferings will be. 
a laſting Monument. On the contrary, 'a: | 
ſervile Compliance with the Laws and Cuſ- 
toms of the Times, a Fear of Suffering of 
the Reproach of Obſtinacy or Singularity, has 
ever greatly obſtructed the Work of Refor- 
mation amongſt Diſenters of moſt . 
nations. 
We ſhall conclude with obfiraia g that, as. 
on one hand, a patient Suffering in a good 
Cauſe, is highly conſiſtent with Cbriſtian 
Eortitude, and cannot paſs unrewarded; fo: 
on the other, all Severity, all unneceſſary 
Pains and Penalties, infficted on ſuch a con- 
ſcientious Conduct, evinces the Remains of 
that perſecuting Spirit, which has made 
more Havock in the Chriſtian. Church, than 
amongſt any other Kc in 1 5 _—_— 
N 
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Authors Preface 


To Tur | 


Great Caſe of TITHES, 


To the COUNTRYMEN, eds 
and HusBANDMEN of ENGLAND. 


Ti is for your Sakes that this ſmall Treatiſe 
F: is ſent abroad, that in a matter wherein 
vou are ſo much concerned, you might be 
truly informed : And becauſe there are many 
differing Opinions, and of late Years have 
been great Diſputes, concerning the Right of 
Tithes, which makes the Caſe ſeem difficult 
to be reſolved, I have given you the Subſtance - 
of all that ever I could find written, or hear 
diſcourſed, touching that Point; and for 


more than two Years laſt paſt, I have made 


much Enquiry into it; and if there be any 
who have ſomething to ſay for them, which 
is not herein touched, or in ſome general 
Head 20 it ſhall be acceptable 
to me to receive it. | 


The 


The Au THO Rs PREF AC. 
The Method of the Diſcourſe. 


Firſt, I have begun with Tithing among the 

Jews, which, either in Precept or Example, is the 
Foundation for all others. 

Secondly, I have given you a ſhort View of the 
Doctrines, Opinions, Decrees, and Practices of 
the Primitive Church concerning them, and from 
thence downward until this Day, which is _— 
to clear the whole Point. 5 

Thirdly, Out of which, having 2 fone bore 
Obſer vations, I fate the Caſe as it concerns us in 
England. . 

Fourthly, And then hearing what every one 
hath to ſay for them, and giving them particular 
Anſwers, 

_ Fifthly, I proceed to ſatisfy ſome great O5 je. 
: ns, and ſo conclude the whole, in as much Bre. 
* as the {REY of * Subjeet would permit. 


A. PEARSON. 
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cular OD having choſen Aaron and his Sons for 
5 the Office of. the Prieſthood, and the reſt 
jecli- of the Tribe of Levi for the Service of the 


Wo. 1 he gave unto the Levites all the Tenth 
in {ſrael for an Inheritance for their Service, and 
they were to have no Inheritance among the Chil- 
Aren of Iſrael. 

SON-fl And the Levites, out of their Tithe, were to 
offer up an Heave-Offering of it 'for the Lord, 
even the tenth Part of the 'Tithe, and give it unto 

Aaron the Prieſt for himſelf and his Sons; and na 
other Portion had the Prieſts out of the Tithes, but 
they were for the Levites that did the common Ser- 
vices of the "Tabernacle, for the Senna for the 

Father leſs and the Widows. 

Beſides the Tenth of the Tithe, the Prieſts had Deut. 18. . 
the firſt ripe Fruits of the Ground, of Wheat, of 

Barley, "P Figs, of Grapes, of Olives, of Pom- 


mit. 


granates and Dates, at what Quantity the Owner z, 45. 13 
Pe; an PONY alſo of Corn, Wine, 
B2 Oyl, 


| Type Great Caſe of Tithes, c. | 
= Oyl, Fleece, and the like; was given to the Prieſts 
Rm at the ſixtieth Part, ſometimes at the fiftieth or 
5 more, at the Devotion of the Owner. 
1 Of Cattle alſo the Firſt- born were the Lord's, 
Wh: © paid to the Prieſts, of clean Beaſts in Kind, of un- 
Excd. 13.2 clean in Money, with a fifth Part added: Alſo 
divers Parts of the Sacrifices were e for the 
5 P 
b But no Tithes did the Prieſts receive of the Peo- 


re 
rn 


if ple; for thoſe belonged to the Levites that were 
= appointed over the Tabernacle, and the Inſtru- 
N ments thereof, to bear it, to take it down, and ſet 
"if it up, to ſerve Aaron and his Sons, and to do the 
Ml. _ Services of the 'Tabernacle, and keep the Inſtru- 


ments thereof ; and their Service chiefly was upon 
removing of the Hoſt ; for better ordering whereof, 
and every ones Service, they were divided into 
three Parts, the Kohathites, the Gerſbonites, and the 
Merarites, and theſe received Tithes of the People, 
4 : and out of them, a tenth Part they delivered to 
Wii | the Prieſts. . 
ny 1 Afterwards, when Solomon had builded a Tem- 
| 1Cbron.26ple, and placed the Ark therein, other Offices 
iq | 30, and 32 were appointed for the Levites ; one Part of them 
Hs were to be Singers; another to be Porters, and 
j | take the Charge of the Gates of the Temple ; 
. another to be Keepers of the Treaſury; others of 
1 them alſo were placed abroad in the Country, on 
14 the Weſt Side of Jordan one Thouſand ſeven Hun- 
Wi dred, and on the Eaſt Side two Thouſand feven 
Hundred. 
By this Time alſo the Poſterity of Aaron being 
much encreaſed, the Prieſts were divided into twen- 
ty four Ranks or Courſes, according to the Names 
of their Families, and. every one's Attendance was 
required by Turns; and hereupon Zacharias is 
ſaid to be of the Courſe of Abia, and to execute 
| the Prielt's Office, and burn Incenſe as his Turn 
came, 
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came, Lite i i. and the firſt of the firſt Rank had 
the Pre: eminence, and was the High-Prieft, and 


ſo every one according to LR Precedency were 


METS, 
The Levites that were > e were divided, 
as the Prieſts, into twenty four Ranks or Courſes : | 
the Porters into five Parts, one Part to every of 
the four Gates of the Temple, and the fifth to 
Aſuppim, i. e. the Council. Houſe. | 

The Treaſury was generally committed to one, 


as the chief, but under him to two Sorts of other 


Officers; one to keep the Treaſures of the Houſe 
of the Lord, and thoſe Things that were offered ta 
the Lord ; and the other to keep the dedicate. 
Things : 5 theſe Treaſuries were put the ſecond 
Tithes, the Offerings of all Sorts of People, which 
were for the Uſes and Services of the Temple, for 
the Fatherleſs, the Stranger, and the Widow. 

After the Captivity, and new Dedication of the 
Temple, it appears, that in many Particulars their 
Laws, Ordinances and Cuſtoms, were very much 
changed, eſpecially in this of Tithing: But not 
being much pertinent to this Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
paſs them over ; only from theſe ſhort Hints, let 
the Reader underſtand, that though the Prieſts and 
Levites were both of the Tribe of Levi, yet was the 
Prieſthood ſettled in the Sons of Aaron, and the 
Offices of the Prieſts were quite different from the 
Levites, and fo was their amen diſtinct, as 
before is herein plainly ſhewed. 

Theſe Prieſts and Levites — p el for ths | 
Work of the Lord, in the Tabernacle and in the 
Temple they miniſtred according to the Ordinan- 
ces of the firſt Covenant, which were Figures for 
the Time then preſent, and Shadows * good 
Things t. to come. 
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4 View. 


8 A View of the Deatrimes Decrees and Practices o of 
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T1THING, from the Infancy of the Ohrittien 
Church, until this Day, 15 : 


UT in the Fulneſs of Time, God raiſed up 
another Prieſt, CHRIST IESUs, who was not 
of the Tribe of Levi, nor conſecrated after the 
Order of Aaron; for he pertained to another Tribe, 
of which no Man gave Attendance at the Altar, - 


who (having obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, of 


a greater and more perfect Tabernacle, not o the 


former Building, being the Sum and Subſtance of 
all the Patterns of Things under the firſt Covenant) 
put an End to the firſt Prieſthood, with all its Sha- 


dows, Figures, and carnal Ordinances „and chan- 
ging the Prieſthood, which had a Command 79 tate 
J ithes of their Brethren „there was made of Neceſ- 


ſity alſo a Change of the Law, and a difannulling 


of the Commandment going before, which was but 
impoſed until the Time of Reformation. 

And the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt Feſus, 
when he had knie his Office upon Earth, by 
offering up himſelf through the Eternal Spirit, a 
Sacrifice without Spot unto God, did not look 
back to the Ordinances of the former Prieſthood, 
but teſtified an End was put unto them; and wit- 


neſſed againſt the Temple, wherein the Prieſts mi- 


niſtred, for which Stephen was ſtoned to Death; 

againſt Circumciſion, ſaying, It was not that of the 
Fleſb; againſt the Paſſover, Prieſts, &c. and 
preached up Chrijs Feſus and his Doctrine, the new 
and living Way, which was not made manifeſt 
while as the firſt Tabernacle was ſtanding. Nor 
did they go about to eſtabliſh the Law by which 
Tithes were given in the former Prieſthood, but 


mY they preached the Goſpel which they had 


received, 
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received, and did not require any ſettled Main- 
tenance, but lived of the free Offerings and Con- 
tributions of the Saints, who by their Miniſtry 
were turned to Chrijt Feſun. 8 

At Jeruſalem and thereabouts, ſuch was the 
Unity of Heart among the Saints in the Apoſtle's 


: 
\ 


Time, that all Things were in common, and none 49 4 34 


wanted; and as many as were Poſſeſſors of Lands 
or Houſes, ſold them, and brought the Price, and 
laid it down at the Apoſtles Feet, and it was diſtri- 
buted unto every Man according as he had Need. 

So the Church gathered by (a) Mark at Alexan- 


dria in Agypt, followed the ſame Rule as the Saints 


did at Jeruſalem, having all Things in common; 
And Philo Judœus, a famous Author of that Time, 
reporteth, that not only there, but in many other 
Provinces, the Chriſtians lived together in Societies. 

In the Churches at Antioch, the Saints poſſeſſed 


every Man his own Eftate ; ſo likewiſe in Galatia 
and Corinth, where the Apoſtle ordained, that 


Att1.29 


1Gor, 16.2. 


weekly Offerings for the Saints ſhould be made by 


every one as God had bleſſed him ; and by theſe 


Offerings (which were put into the Hands of the 
Deacons ef the Churches) were all the Services and 
Needs of the Church ſupplied. _ 

(b) By Example of theſe, the Courſe of Monthly 


Offerings ſucceeded in the next Ages, not exacted, 


but freely given at the Bounty of every Man, as 


appears plainly by Tertullian in Apolog. ch. 39. 


where, upbraiding the Gentiles with the Piety and 
Devotion of Chrijtians, he ſaith, #hatjorver we 
have in the Treaſury of cur Churches, 15. nat raiſed 
by Taxation, as though we put Men 10 ranſom their 
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{a) Hieron. in vita Marc. | 
(5) Vide Synod. Gangr, Can, 60, 


Keligion; but every Man once a Month, or when it 


* 
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pleaſeth himſelf, beftoweth what he thinks good, and 
not without be lifteth ,, for no Man is compelled, but 
left free to his own Diſcretion: And that which is 
given, is not beflowed in Vanity, but in relieving the 
Poor, and upon Children deſtitute of Parents, and 
Maintenance of aged and feeble Perſons, Men uwrecked 
by Sea, and ſuch as are condemned to the Metal-mines, 
baniſhed into Iſlands, or caſt into Priſon, profeſſing 
the true God, and the Chriſtian Faith. 
And this Way of Contribution continued in the 
Church till the great Perſecution under Maximi- 
nian and Diocigſian, about the Year zog, as (c) 
Euſebius teſtifieth, which alſo appears by the Wri- 
- tings of Tertullian, Origen, ee and others. 

About this Time alſo, ſome Lands began to 
be given to the Church, and the Revenue of 
them was brought into the Treaſury of the Church, 
and belonged to the Church in common, and was 
diſtributed, as other Offerings, by the Deacons and 
Elders; but the Biſhops or Miniſters meddled 
not therewith ; for (d) Origin ſaith, It is not law- 
ful for any Miniſter of the Church to poſſeſs Lands 
(given to theChurch) to his own Uſe : And called to 
the Miniſters, Let us depart from the Prieſts of 
PHARAOH, who enjoy earthly Poſſeſſions, to the 
Prieſts of the LORD, who have no Portion in the 
Earth, And in another Place he faith, If behoveth 

15 tobe faithful in diſpoſing the Rents of the CHUR cn, 
bat we ourſelves devour not thoſe Things which be- 
long to the Widows and the Poor; and let us be con- 
tent with fimple Diet, and neceſſary Apparel. And 
(e) Urban Biſhop of Rome, Anno 227, did declare, 
That theCnuRCH might receive Lands and Poſleſſions 
FV * Leere 


*. — 
- — 


(<) Euſeb. lb. 4. ch. 22. | 
(4) 16 Homily upon Geneſis, fol. 26, ch. 3. 
(e) Urban 1. in Epiſt, e. 12. g. 1. c. 161. 


| ferings of Lands, Money and Goods, 
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Gel by the Faithful, but not to any particular 
Man's Benefit, but that the Revenues thereof ſhould - 
be diſtributed as other Offerings, as Need required. 

Y Cyprian, Biſhop of Carthage, about the Year 
250, alſo teſtifieth the ſame, and ſheweth, that 


the Church maintained many Poor, and that ber own 


Diet was ſparing and Plam, and all ber Expences full 
of Frugality. =; 
(g) Proſper alſo faith, that a Miniſter able to live 
of himſelf, ought not to participate of the Goods of the 
Church; for ſaith he, They that have of their own, 

and yet 45 ire to have ſomewhat given them, do not 
receive it without great Sin. i 
() The Council at Antioch, Anno. 340, thus. 
ing that much Fault had been among the Deacons, 
to whom it properly belonged) did ordain, hat 
the Biſhops might diſtribute the Goods of the Church, 
but required, that they took not any Part to them- 
ſelves, or to the Uſe of the Prieſts and Brethren that 
lived with them, unleſs that Neceſſity did juſtly require 
it, uſing the Words of the Apoſtle, . Having Food 

and. Raiment, be therewith content. 
In theſe Times, i in many Places, the Chriſtian 
Converts joined themſelves in Societies, and choſe 
a ſeparate Life, ſelling what they had, and living 
together in common, after the Example of the 
former Saints about Feruſalem, as (i) Cbryſaſtom 
notes, and lived about the Year 400, by / whoſe 
Writings it alſo appears, that there was not the 
leaſt Uſe or ' Praftite of the payment of Tithes in 
thoſe former Ages. 

The Church now living altogether b y free OF. 
e People 
were 


1 


— 


J Cyprian Epiſt. 27, 34, oy 
(2) Lib. 21. de vita comemplativa. | 
(5) Con. Ant. cap. 25. 


(i) Hom. 11. in Ada Tom. 6, Edit Sivlian, rag. 897. 
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were much preſſed to bountiful Contributions for 
holy Uſes, as may be ſeen by the Writings of 
(&) Hierom and Chryſoftom, who brought the F2w:/b 
Liberality in their Payments of Tenths, for an 
Example, beneath which they would not have 
Chriſtians determine their Charity; where Cbry- 

ſeſtom ſays, he ſpeaks theje Things not as commanding 

_ or forbidding | that they ſhould give more, yet as 
thinking it fit, that they ſhould not give leſs than the 
zenth Part (I) Hierom alſo doth earneſtly admo- 
niſh them to give bountifully to the Poor, and double 
Honour to him that labours in the Lord's Work ; not 
binding at all to offer this or that Part, leaving 

them to their own Liberty, but preſſing ma might 
not be more ſhort than the Jews were. 

(m) Ambroſe, who was Biſhop of Milan, about 
the Year 400, preached up Tenths to be offered 
up for holy Uſes, (as the Phraſe then was) as may 
be ſeen in his Sermon of Repentance ; but his Au- 
thority he produceth wholly from Moſes's Writings, 
and quotes divers Sentences, and threatens the 
People, that if they would not pay their 7 enths, 
God would reduce them to a Ten. 

In like manner 09 e Biſhop of Hippo, 


hath 
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05 Homil. 43. ad Fpiſt. 1. ad Corinth. in cap 16. 

(/) Ad cap. 3. Malachiæ. | 

(in) Tom. 5. Serm. ſer. 2. poſt dom, 1. quadrageſima, & 
SMES vide Serm. in Aſcenſ. Domini. 
„ (#) In Serm. de temp. in Tom. 10. Hzc eſt (faith he) Do. 
108 mini juſtiſſima conſuetudo, ut fi tu illi decimam non dedetis, tu 


— +, 4 — 
5 N . 


1 | ad decimam revoceris. 
| F | And afterwards with much Earneſtneſs, Decime ex SO 
| i; f requiruntur, & qui eas dare noluerit, res alienas invaſit; 
1 4 quanti pauperes in locis ubi ipſe habitat, illo decimas non 4 
4 | tame mortui fuerint, tantorum homicidiorum reus ante Tri- 
bunal zterni judicis apparebit, quia a Domino pauperibus ; ; 
delegatum ſuis uſibus reſervavit. Qui ergo fibi aut pramium 
comparare, aut Peccatorum deſiderat indulgentiam 1 1 
reddat decimam. 
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ns for hat an whole Homily for che Right of Tithes, 


88 of who calls upon thoſe that have no Fruits of the 
Dr an 
1 
Chry- 
nding 


by; and , the Neglect of payment of Tythes is 
the Cauſe of Sterility and Blaſting ;, and agrees with 
Ambroſe in his Threats, that God could reduce them 
to 4 Tenth ; and tells them, tha? not paying therr 


0 25e Tiber, they frall be found guilty at God's Tribunal, 


/ the Death of all the Poor that periſh through 
Lubb Want, in the Places where they dwell ; and bids 
; them that would either get Reward, or defire the 
ine] Pardon of their Sins, to pay their Tithes, Theſetwo 
ei by great Biſhops agree, and from the Law given to 
"> che 1/raclires take their whole Doctrine, and im- 
ans” py their own Opinion with ſo heavy Penalties: 
feredl Eut yet take Notice to what End they required 
| them, That the Poor might not want, and ſay, 


ob that God hath reſerved them for their Uſe. 


tings, 
s the 
end hs, 


to 460, was likewiſe very earneſt and large in ſtir- 
ring up every Man's Devotion to offer to the 
Church part of his received Fruits, but ſpeaks not 
lies Word of any certain Quantity, as may appear 
wack 15 his Sermons De jejunto decimi menſis & Eleemo- 
is. N a 
Severin alſo, about the Year 470, ſtirred up 
the Chriſtians in Panonia, who in Example of his 
Bounty, gave the Tenth of their Fruits to the 
ma, & Poor. | . 4 | 
: (o) Gregory not only admontſhheth the Pay- 
- Apa ment of 'Tithes from Mo/es's Law, but alſo the 
Ig obſerving the Time of Lent, conſiſting of fix 
debito Weeks, out of which take the Sundays, and there 
it ; & | | remain 
dante, | 
e Tri. | 
ribus ; EIN | i | 
-miuml (e) Hom. 16. in Evang. & diſt. 5. de conſecrat, c. 16. Ut 
vereri, ¶ in Lege jubemur Domino decimam rerum dare. 


ail 


Leo (called the Great) who was Pope from 440 
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cient Fathers, who took their Ground from the Law, 
Titbes, Eaſter, Pentecoſt, and qther Things, came 
to be introduced and brought into the Church. 
..) But notwithſtanding the Doctrine, and hard 
Threats of ſome of the great Biſhops of that Time, 


given, according ta the Doctrine of Ambroſe and 


8 The Great Caſe of | Tithes, Cc. Fo. 
remain thirty ſix Days, the tenth Part of the Year, 
Fractions of Days omitted ; this 'Tenth of Time 
he would have given to God, ſaying, Wie are com- 


manded in the Law 10 give the Tenth of all Thing 
unto God. eee DR: | 


And from the Opinions of theſe, and other an: 


it was not a generally received Doctrine, that 
Tithes ought to be paid, nor till about the Year 800, 
was any Thing by the then Church determined 
.er ordained, touching the Quantity that ſhould 
be given, though (no doubt) in many Places, a 
mongſt the Offerings of the devouter Sort, Tenths, 
or greater Parts of their Annual Increaſe were 


ning mms bp mg foam Wy an OO 


others. „ . 
(4) The Offerings of the Church in thoſe Ages, 
were received and diſpoſedof in Maintenance of the 
Prieſts, and Relief of thoſe that were diſtreſſed ; 
neither had the Prieſts ſuch a particular Intereſt in 
the Profits received, as of late Time they have 
uſurped; all that was received, whereſoever in 
the 6 was a common Treaſury, and 
was diſpenſed, one fourth Part to the Prieſts, out of 
which every one had his Portion; another fourth 
Part to the Relief of the Poor, Sick, and Strangers; 
a third to the building and repairing of Places for 
1 e 


„ % us ſoa. ys mas Lou , e oo» 
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(p) As is teſtified by Agobard, Biſhop, of Lyons, an highly 
eſtcemed Man, in his Treatiſe De Diſpen/ſatiane, &c. contra 
Sacrilegos, page 276. 2 
7) Be not offended at the Word Prie/, no other can be 
you to this Age; for the Title, as then *twas given to them 
o it was owned by them. | 
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publick Meetings, called Churches; and the fourth 


bing Countries in his Dioceſs, and there they received 


ſuch Offerings as were made, and brought them to 


an the Treaſury. 


Law And though divers of the Fathers, Popes and 


ame Biſnops, did declare that Tithes were due, and 
ght to be paid; none of the firſt eight general 
hard Councils of the (r) Church did ever ſo much as 
Time, mention the Name of Tithes, or declare: them a 


ö that Duty, The ninth, held at Lateran under Pope 


Cal:xtus the ſecond, about the Year 1119, men- 


been given to the Church by ſpecial Conſecration; 


es, 4 ſo doth alſo the Council held under Pope Alexander 


the third, Anno 1180, but that only inhibits Ap- 
propriations to Religious Honours, without Aſſent 


c and of a Biſhop ; for at that Time, People being led 


to believe that their Tithes ought to be given for 


Ages the Uſe of the Poor, did chiefly diſpoſe them to the 


Heads and Governors of Religious Houſes, who 
kept open Hoſpitality for the Poor, and Enter- 
tainment of Strangers, and were eſteemed holy, as 


the Diftribution of them, as is teſtified by Caſſian the 
Hermit. But that Council ſeeing much given to 


Time, much Wickedneſs was crept into theſe 


\ 


"Dlic Houſes, as Hiſtories relate. 
CE 


8 commanded 
highly | 


contra 
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(r) 1 callit Church, becau/e it wal thenſs efleemed ; 1 f 
wſe juch Words as may give the Reader @ Knowleage of what 1 /ay. 


can be 
o them 


Mo the Biſhop. And generally then, the Biſhop liv- - 
Timeſſed in ſome Monaſtry, and his Clergy with him, 
From whence he ſent them out to preach within the 


tions Tithes, but er only of thoſe which had 
h 


good Treaſurers for the Needy, who took Care of 


me Poor, little to the Prieſis, made that Decree to 
W reſtrain the Peoples Freedom; and indeed, by this 


Nor was any Law, Canon, or Conſtitution of © 
any general Council as yet found, that purpoſely 
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commanded the Payment of Tithes, nor any that 
expreſly ſupp ſed them a Duty of common Right, 


_ diſpoſed of for the Uſes of the Poor. 


der Pope Gregory the tenth, in the Year 1274, it 
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before the Council of Lateran, held in the Year 
1215, under Pope Innocent the third; about which 
Time, the Pope's Authority was grown powerful, 
and the Canons more received into Practice, that 
before were little, eſpecially herein, obeyed. _ 

(5) About the Years 800, 900; 1000, and after, 
Tithes were called the Lord's Goods, the Patrimony 
of the Poor, &c. Whence alſo the Council at 
Nants (t) declared, the Clergy were not to uſe them 
as their own, but as commended to their Truſt ; and 
they were not then given for the Clergy, but to be 

And at this 'Time, no Regard was had to the 
Nature of the Increaſe ; but whatſoever did ariſe 
in Profit, whether by 'Trade, Merchandize, or 
3 the Tenth was required to be paid for 
Tithes. 5 . 

But ſtill, the People had more mind to give 
them for the Poor than the Prieſt, as may be under- 


ſtood by the Complaint of (2) Pope Junocent the 
third, who cried out againſt thoſe that gave their 


Tithes and firſt Fruits to the Poor, and not to the 

Prieſts, as henious Offenders; his own Words take 

in the Margin. „ Fe 
Alſo, in a General Council held at Lyons, un- 


was 
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(-) Res . dominica ſubſtantia, Dei Fae; Patri- 


monia pauperum, tributa egentium animarum, ſtipendia pau- 


perum hoſpitum Peregrinorum. 

() Non quaſi ſuis, ſed quaſi commendatis, non ab homi- 
nibus. ſed ab ipſo Deo ſunt inſtitute. | 

() He preaching on Zacheus's Charity, ſays, Dedit pro- 
prium, & reddidit alienum. Graviter ergo peccant qui deci. 
mas & primitias non reddunt Sacerdotibus, fed eas pro volun- 
tate diſtribuunt indigentibus. Ew IR 
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| The Great Caſe of Tithes, c. 
was conſtituted (x) that it ſhould not thenceforth: 
be lawful for Men to give their Tithes of their own 
Pleaſure, where they would, as it had been before, 
but pay all their Tithes to the Motber- Church. By 
theſe it may be ſeen, that though the People, who 
then generally were Papiſis, did believe they ought 
to pay them, yet were they free to diſpoſe them 
where they pleaſed, till theſe Popiſb Councils re- 
ſtrained their Liberty. e 85 
But the great Decree that ſpeaks moſt plain, 
and till which nothing was given forth which did 
directly conſtitute them, but rather ſtill ſuppoſed 
them as due by ſome former Right, was made at 
the (y) Council of Trent, under Pope Pius the 
fourth, about the Year 1560. And yet that great 
Council followed the Doctrine of their Father, and 
ſaid, they were due 10 God, and had no new Au- 


thority for their great Decree, which they com- 


mand to be obeyed under the Penalty of Excom- 
munication. _ | 1 
Having thus briefly run over the Eccleſiaſtical 
State abroad, from the Infant-purity of the Church, 
to the Height of the Papal Domination, and given 
a ſmall Glimpſe through every Age to the 1 in 
| 95 ED uh and; 
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(x) Ut nulli hominum deinceps liceat decimas ſuas ad libi- 
tum ut antea ubi vellet aſſignare, ſed Matrici Eccleſia omnes 
decimas perſolverent. be 

% Non ſunt ferendi qui variis artibus decimas Eecleſiis 
ebvenientes ſubſtrahere moliuntur, aut qui ab aliis ſolvendas 
temere occupant, & in rem ſuam vertunt, cum decimarum 
ſolutio debita fir Deo, & qui eas dare noJuerint, aut dantes 
impediunt, res alienas invadunt : Præcipit igitur ſanQa Sy. 
nadus, omnibus cujuſcunque gradus & conditionis ſint, ad 
quos decimarum ſolutio ſpectat, ut eas (ad quas de jure te 
nenter) in poſterum Cathedrali aut quibuſcunque aliis Ecele- 
fiis vel perſonis, quibus legitime debentur, integre perſol. 
vant: Qui vero eas aut ſubſtrahunt, aut impediunt, Excom. 
municentur : Nec ab hoc crimine, niſi plena reſtitutione ſecuta 
abſolvantur. . ; 15 ; 0 


* FTye Great Caſe of Tithes, Cc. 
Hand; T ſhall now mote particularly return te 
what may concern this Nation 

I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a Relation 
of Foſeph of Artmath:a, and his eleven Diſciples 
coming into Britain, ſent by Philip the Apoſtle, in 
the Reign of Arviragus, as Hiſtories report; no 
of the Converſion of King Lucius afterwards, whe 
is ſaid to give great Endowments to the Church 
nor of the Britiſh Chriftians : Nothing at all ap 
8 of the Payment of Tithes in their Days 

ut paſſing by them, and thoſe many Years, where 
in the barbarous Saxons over-ran this Nation, exer 
ciſing moſt cruel Perſecutions, till the very Name 
of Chriſtian was blotted out, and thoſe Heathen 
| ſeated in the quiet Poſſeſſion of a ſevenfold King 
dom in this Land. 

About the Year 600, or does after, Grego | 
the firſt, then Pope of Rome, ſent over Auguſtin 
the Monk into England, by whom Etbelbert King 
of Kent was converted; and by him and his fol 
lowers, in proceſs of Time, other Parts of the 
Nation, and others of the Kings, were alſo brought 
to their Faith. This Auguſtin was a Canon Regular 
and both he and his Clergy, for a long Time afte! 
followed the Example of former Ages, living it 

; common upon the Offerings of their Converts 

and thoſe that received them were joined in So 
cieties, in Imitation of the primitive Practice, hay 
ing ſuch Direction ſent him by Pope Gregory, tha 
in the Tenderneſs of the Saxon Church, he and hi 
Clergy ſhould ſtill imitate the Community of al 

„ Ihings uſed in the primitive Times under the 

1 Apoſtles, that they might not make * en 

1 burthenſome. | 

ii But afterwards, havi ng brought a great Part 

1 of the Nation to their Faith, they began to preac 

| up the old Roman Doctrine, that 7ithes ought i 

be paid; and having taught che People, * th 
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en to pardon of Sin might be merited by good Works, 
nnd the Torments of Hell be avoided by their : 
ationlcharitable Deeds, it was no hard Matter, when that 
iplesW was believed, to perſwade them not only to give 
le, in their Tithes, but alſo their Lands; as the outward | 
Riches of thoſe called religious Holi then, here 8 
and "elſewhere, "may teſtify; for in this Nation, 
they and the Clergy had almoſt gotten the third 
Part of the whole Land; and ſo beſotted were the 
poor 1gnorant People, that, had not a Law againſt 
Mortmain prevented it, a far greater Part of the 
Nation had been in their Hands. 
As concerning Laws and Canons for Tithes 
among the Saxons, it is reported, that in the Year 
786 two Legates were ſent from Pope Hadrian 
the firſt, to Offa King of Mercland, and Alſfewolſe 
King of Northumberland, who made a Decree, that 
the People of thoſetwo Kingdoms ſhould pay Tithes. 
King Alſo that AÆAsbeluph, King of the Weſ/t-Saxons, in : 
is folfthe Year 855 made a Law, that the Tithe of all 
of tha his own Lands, ſhould be given to God and his 
roughFScrvants, and ſhould be enjoyed free from all 
-gularf Taxes. Great Difference is among Hiſtorians a- 
e afteſ bout this Grant, few agreeing in the Words or 
ing 1nlSubſtance of it, as Selden ſhews, ſome reſtraining it 
werts Ito the Tithe of his own Demeſne Lands; others to 
in SoWfthe tenth Part of his Lands; others to the Tithe 
of the whole Nation. At that Time, the Nation 
being under great and heavy Preſſures by Daniſh 
YIrruptions, inteſtine Wars, great Spoils and Mi- 
ſeries, he called a Council, where were preſent 
WBernredus King of (2) Mercia, and Edmond King 
of Eaſt- Angles, and they, to remove the heavy 
udgments then over them, grant the Tithe of all 


at Parheir Land to God and his Servants. 

preac | EE = 
ought 1 | | 
hat tht (z) Pro meæ remedio animæ & Regni & populi. For 1b. 


PardolWure of my own Soul, and of my Kingdom and Prople. 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 
". King Athelſtone, about the Year 930, King Ed. 
mond, about the Year 940, King Edgar, about the 
Year 970, King Ethelred, about the Year 1010, 
King Kute, about the Year 1020, Edward the 
Confeſſor, and others of the Saxon Kings, made ſe- 
veral Laws for Tithes, as Hiſtories report. 
The Normans afterwards entering this Kingdom, 
and ſubduing it to themſelves, William the Con- 
queror confirmed the Liberties of the Church; ſo 
did Hen. the firſt, Hen. 2. King Stephen, and it may 
be, others of the ſucceeding Kings did the like. 
Some Epiſcopal Conſtitutions alſo have been 
made to the ſame Effect by Robert Winchelſey 
Archbiſhop of Caterbury, and others. 
That the Reader may underſtand the Principles 
upon which theſe Men acted, and the Doctrine 
then preached amongſt them, and received and be- 
lieved, I have inſerted in the Margin the (a) Pre- 
amble of a Grant of King Stephen. 1 * 


_ A 
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1 02 Quoniam Divina Miſericordia providente 893 
eſſe diſpoſitum, & longe lateq; prædicante Eccleſia, ſonat om. 
nium auribus divulgatum: Quod, Eleemoſynarum largitione 
poſſunt abſolvi vincula peccatorum, & acquiri cœleſtium pre. 
mia gaudiorum: Ego Stephanus Dei gratia Ang/orum Rex, 
partem habere volens cum illis qui fœlici commercio Cœleſtia 
pro terrenis commutant, Dei amore compunctus, & pro ſa. 
Parentum meorum, & anteceſſorum, c. 

5 The Preamble of King Szephen's Grant. 

| Becauſe through the providence of divine Mercy, aue know it 
to be ſo ordered, and by the Churches publiſhing it far and near, 
every Body has heard, that by the Diſiribution of Alms, Perſons 
may be abjolved from the Bonds of Sin, and acquire the Rewards 
of beawenly Foys. I Stephen, by the Grace of God, King of 


England, being willing to have a Part with them, who by an 


happy kind of Trading, exchange Heavenly Things for Earthly ; 
and ſmitten with the Love of God, and for the Salvation of my 
own Soul, and the Souls of my Father and Mother, and all my 
Forefathers and Anceſtors, &e. And fo he goes on and con. 
firms divers Things that divers had granted to the Chugch, 
as 1thes and other Things, 8 | = 


late amimaz mez & Patris mei Matriſq; mez, & omnium 


bo ff A mms cod _ 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, & c. 

But notwithſtanding the many Laws, Canons, 
and Decrees of Kings, Popes, Councils and Bi- 
ſnops, that every Man ought to pay the tenth 
Part of his Increaſe, yet was it left to the Owner, 
to confer it where he pleaſed, which made ſo many 


rich Abbeys and Monaſteries; and till the Year 


1200 or thereabouts, every one gave their Tithes at 
their own Pleaſure, which made Pope Innocent (5) 
the third, ſend his Decretal Epiſtle to the Biſhop 
of Canterbury, commanding him to enjoin every 
Man, to pay his temporal Goods to thoſe that mi- 
niſtred ſpiritual Things to them, which was enforced 

| x „ by 


(2) Pervenit ad audientiam noſtram, quod multi in Dioceſi 
tua, decimas ſuas integras vel duas partes ipſarum non illis 
Eccleſiis in quarum parochiis habitant, vel ubi pradia ha. 
bent, & à quibus Eccleſiaſtica præcipiunt Sacramenta, per. 
ſolvunt, ſed eas aliis pro ſua diſtribuunt voluntate : Cum 
igitur inconveniens eſſe videatur & a ratione diſſimile, ut Ec- 
cleſiz quæ ſpiritualia ſeminant, metere non debeant a ſuis 
parochianis temporalia & habere, fraternitati tuz Authori. 
tate præſentium indulgemus, ut liceat tibi ſuper hoc, non 
obſtante eontradictione vel appellatione cujuſlibet, ſeu con. 
ſuetudine hactenus obſervata, quod Canonicum fuerit ordi. 
nare & facere, & quod Statueris per cenſuram Ecclefiaſticam 
firmiter obligare. Nulli ergo, &c, Confirmationis, &c, Da- 
tum Laterax, 2, Nonas Julii. 


TheP ope's Decretal Epiſtle to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


We having heard, that many in thy Dioceſs pay the whole _ 
Tithes, or two Parts of them, not to the Churches in the Pariſhes * 
they belong to, or where they have Farms, and from which they 
receive the Church Sacraments, but they difiribute them to others 
according to their own Will. As therefore it ſeems inconvenient 
and contrary to Reaſon, that the Churches which ſow ſpiritual 
Things, ſhould not read and receive temporal Things from their 
own Pariſhioners ; We by the Authority of theſe Preſents, grant 
to thy Brotherhood, that it may be lawful for thee, upon this, 
notwithflanding any Oppoſition or Appeal whatever, or Cuſon 
hitherto obſerwed, to ordain and do whatſoever is Canonical; 
and what thou fhalt ordain, to bind by Ecclefiaffical Cenſure. 
Let none therefore, &c. Ia Confir mation «chereof, &c. Given 
#/ Lateran he 2d Day of July. | 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, c. 
by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures; and this was the firſt 


Beginning of general Parochial Payment of Tithes 


in England: I have inſerted the Pope's own Words 
in the Margin, as they are recorded by Coke, in 
the ſecond Part of his Ixſtitutes, who faith, That 


| becauſe the Pope's Decree ſeemed reaſonable, i it was 


admitted and enjoined by the Law of the Nation, 
King and People being then Papiſis, 
- 'This Decree of the Pope, receiving all poſſible 


Aſſiſtance from the Biſhops and the Prieſts, i 


whoſe Behalf 1t was made, did not only in a * 
Time take away the Peoples then claimed Right 
to give their Tithes to thoſe that beſt deſerved them, 
but did alſo ſo much corrupt the Clergy, that in 


the Time of Richard the ſecond, Wickliffe, our fa- 
mous Reformer, did make an heavy Complaint to 


the Parliament, which in his own Words I have in- 
ſerted for the Reader's better Satisfaction. Ab Lord 


. God ! where this be Reaſon to conſtrain the poor Peo- 


ple to find a worldly Prieſt, ſometimes. unable both of 


Life and Cunning, in Pomp and Pride, covetiſſe and 


envy, Gluttoneſs, Drunkenne/s, and Leachery, in Si- 
mony and Hereſfie, with fat Horſe and jolly, and gay 
Saddles and Bridles ringing by the Way, and himſelf 
in coſtly Clothes and pelure, and to ſuffer their Wives 
and Children, and ther poor Neighbours periſh for 
Hunger, Thirſt, and Cold, and other Miſchiefs of the 
World: Ab Lord Feſu Chrif, ith within few Years 


en paid their Tithes and Offerings at their own Will, 


free to good Men, and able to great W orſhip of God, 
to projit and Fairneſs of holy Chutch fighting in Earth, 

why it were lawful and needful that a worldly Priel 
ſhould deftroy this holy and approved Cuſtom, conſtrain- 
ing Men to leave this Freedom, turning 7 ithes and 
Offerings unto wicked Lies. 

hat the Meaning of theſe, and the Practice of 
this Nation in this Matter may the better be un- 


derſiood, 1t is needful to bans the. Reader, that 


| when 


8 


We Great Caſe of Tithes, de. 
when the Pope's Doctrine was receiv'd in a Nation, 
that Nation was divided into ſo many Biſhopricks 
as were needful, and every Biſhoprick into ſo many 
Parifhes as were thought convenient, and Pariſhes 


are but of late Erection, and till then, moſt 


Preachers were ſent out of the Monaſteries, and re- 
ligious (ſo called) Houſes, and the People did at 
their own free Will give their Tithes and Offerings 
where they pleaſed, which Liberty they enjoyed 
till about the Year 1200. And though it was gene- 
rally believed that Tithes ought, to be paid, yet did 
no Man claim any Property therein, but every 
Owner of the nine Parts, was required to give the 
tenth Part to the Prieſt or Poor, as due unto God. 
But now the Pope having ſet up Pariſhes, did 
enjoin, that a ſecular Prieſt canonicalſy inſtituted 
ſhould attend the Service of each Pariſh ; and that 
where Tithes were not already ſettled, they ſhould 
be paid to the Pariſh Prieft, notwithſtanding any 
Cuſtom to the contrary ; the People, then generally 
being Papiſts, did yield Obedience, as they durſt 
not do otherwiſe; and it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, _ 
that having perſwaded the People to pay 'Tithes, it 
was no hard Matter to appoint the Perſons to 
whom they ſhould be given. 

Pariſhes being ſet up, Priefts appointed, and 
Tithes paid to them, after forty Years Poſſeſſion, 
what before was owned as a Gift, was now claimed 


as a Debt; and Preſcription was pleaded by the 


Prieſts as their juſt Title; the People then ſeeing 
themſelves in a Snare, began to contend, but the 
imperious Pope (now in a great Height of Pride 
and Inſolence, to uphold his Creature Clergy) 
thundered out his Interdict againſt this Nation, ex- 
communicated the King, frighted the Subjects 
with his Bulls ſtuft with Commination, and that 
againſt the very Point of arbitrary Diſpoſal of 

Tithes ; And Kome now grown formidable, did 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, Ic. | 
highly inſult over Kings and Princes; witneſs Fre- 
dierict Rarbaroſſa, Hen. the 6th, and other Princes 
of the Empire; and the Stories of our Hen. a. and 
King Jobn, are obvious: And our Richard the firſt, WM 
to gratify the Clergy for their exceeding Liberality, | 
in contributing to his Ranſom from Captivity, with 
great Favour, gave them an indulgent Charter of 
their Liberties, and in this Advantage of Time 
the Canon Laws gained ſach Force, that paro- 
chial Payments came generally to be ſettled. 
Vet notwithſtanding, our Zngliſþ Parliaments 
not willing wholly to forget the Poor, for whoſe 
Sake Tithes were chiefly given, did make divers 
Laws, that a convenient Portion of the Tithes 
ſhould be ſet apart for the Maintenance of the Poor 
of the Pariſh for ever, R. 2. I5. 6. 4. Hen. 4. as 
the Statutes at large do witneſs. Ton irons 
The Pope having by theſe Means brought in 
Tithes, and made a pretended Title by Preſcrip- 
tion, ſet up Courts to recover them, which were 
called Eccleſiaſtical Courts, where his own Crea- 
tures were Judges, and here the poor People might 
eaſily underſtand what they might expect from 0 
them; yet he that did not pay, no great Puniſh- v 
ment could they inflict on him, but Excommuni- I t 
cation out of their Church. _ f 8 
The Pope by all Means willing to favour his / 
chiefeſt Props, notwithſtanding his general Decree, C 
could tell how to diſpenſe with his own Lands at Iſ * 
his Pleaſure, and therefore frequently did grant iſ * 
Exemptions to divers Orders, to free them from 4 
Payment of Tithes ; witneſs the Hoſpitallers, Ci/- e 
tercians, Iemplers, and generally to all Lands | 
held in the Occupation of (the called) religious tl 
Perſons and Houſes, which is the Ground of all a: 
thoſe Mens Claims, who have bought the Lands t! 
of diſſolved Monaſteries, &c. and ſay they are * 
Tithe Free. | eee am bet 2 ee 
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The Great a of Tithes, gc. 

When the Pope, by colour of the Jewiſh Laws, 
(by which Tithes were given to the "Levitical 
Prieſthood); had gained an univerſal Payment of 
Tithes to all his Clergy, in farther Imitatien of 
that Earthly Tabernacle, he ſets up a new Build- 


ing after the former Pattern, and therefore to him- 
ſelf he claims Firſt- fruits and Tenths, as a Suc- 


ceſſor of the Jewiſh High-Prieſt; Sins alſo he un- 
dertook to- pardon ; Cardinals: alſo he appoints 
as Leaders of their Families; Miters they wear 
on their Heads, a8. Aaron did; ; Synagogues they 


build, with Singers, Porters, e. and into the 


Form of the .Levitical Prieſthbod they transform 

themſel ves, thereby wholly denying Chriſt Tejas, 

— A of Types and Fi 1 to be come in the 
le © L449 

Afterwards, Hen. 8. King of! England, tein 

a Papiſt, and believing the Pope's Doctrine, 

alſo did his Parliament, that Tithes were due x 


God and holy- Church, made a Law that every one | 


ſhould ſet out and pay his Tithes. © 
And ſeeing this is the great Law, ke the firſt 
of our Parliament Laws for Tithes, and that upon 


which the reſt are grounded, 1 ſhall here inſert the | 


Preamble of it. 

. Foraſmuch as divers Numbers of oil Poſed Per- 
1 having no Reſpeft to their Duties to *Almight 
God, but againſ} Right and good Conſcience, have al- 
tempted 10 ſubtralt and with-hold in ſome Places the 
whole, and in ſome Plates great Part of thttr Tithes 
and Oblations, as well per ſonal as predial, due — 
Gad and holy Church, c. 

A ſecond Law in his Time was alſ made to 
the like Purpoſe, and in Purſuance of the former; 
and - great Reaſon he had, and Need there was for 
them ; for having diſſolved many Monaſteries | 
which had many Tithes and Rectories appro riated 
to them, and either had them in his own Hands, 


REY or 
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44 ye Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 
24 ot ſold them to others, to be held as Lay-poſſeſſions, 
and they having no Law whereby to recover them, 
the Pope's Laws not reaching the Lay-perſons (fo 
called) he was neceſſitated to make new Laws to 
enforce the Payment of them, which the better to 
colour over the Matter, he makes i in general Terms, 
but {till reſtrains the Trial of Tithes to the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Courts. 

After him, Ede. the 6th, in purſunnce of his 
F ather's Laws, and upon the ſame Ground, makes 
another Law. for the Payment of (c) predial and 
. perſonal Tithes, under Penalty of treble Damages, 
who alſo reſtrains. the Trial to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts. Theſe Laws ſuppoſe that Tithes were due 
to God and Holy Church, and therefore they re- 
uire, that every Man do yield. and ſet out his 

** as had been accuſtomed, _ 

In purſuance of theſe Laws, ſome Geben 
were made in the Time of the long Parliament, in 
the Exigencies of the War, becauſe the Courts of 
Juſtice were obſtructed And theſe are the Subſtance 
4 all our Engliſh-Laws concerning T1 ner ES. 
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Having chus generally and briefly. run over the 
Laws and Practices of Tithing, both Abroad and 
in this Nation, I ſhall give ſome Hints of the Opi- 
nions of former Times concerning Tithes. About 
the Year 1000 and 1200 after Chriſt, when Tithes 

were generally preached up and claimed, great 
Controverſy did ariſe between the Canoniſts and 
the Clergy, by what immediate Law. 7 ithes were 
Nw ? | 

The Canoniſts generally ground themſelves up- 
on n the Decrecs aug, en of the Church (e called) C 

af nc! A nem and 
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— Predial Ti they arg aol awhich are 1 of T rhings a 6 
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The Great Caſe of Tirhes, &c. = 


and on the Wruings of Auguſtin, Ambroſe,” and the 


reſt of the ancient Fathers, who ay hays are due 
by Divine Right. | 
'The Clergy of thoſe Times were. at Difference 
among themſelves, ſome of them ſaying, that 
Tithes, quoad quotam partem, or as a determined 
Part, are due only by poſitive and eccleſiaſtick 
Law; but quoad ſubſtantiam ſuam, or as a com- 
petent Part to be allowed for the Maintenance of 
the Miniſtry, are due by divine Law; and that 


the tenth Part was decreed by the Church, per vim 


ejus exemplarem, or by Imitation of the Fewiſb 


State, and not per vim obiigativam, or any con- 


tinuing Force of it under the ds Part and that the 


Church was not bound to this Part, but freely 


might as well have ordained the Payment of a 
ninth or eighth, according to the yarious Qvoarts: 
nity. This was, taught by Hales, Aquinas, Henricus 
de Grandauo, R. de Midid villa, Cardinal Caretan, - 
Jo. Mayer, Suarez, Mulder, and others, who ſay 
it is the common Opinion of the greateſt Part of 
the Clergy of that Time, and that the tenth Part 
was rather ceremonial than moral. | 
Here - alſo was made a Diſtinction, and many 
ſaid, that predial and mixt Tithes were due by the 
Divine Eccleſiaſtick Law; but perſonal Tithes 
only b 85 the Decrees of the Church but Hales ſaid, 
that Tithes, as well perſonal as predial, are in the 
Precept Quoad Subjtantiam, but neither Ruoad quo- 
tam; and therefore in Venice and other Cities, 
where no predial Tithes are, a perſonal Tithe is 
required by the poſitive Law of the Church, by 


Virtue of the Subſtance (not C of the 
Command. | 
Another Opinion( and that wind by many) was 
drawn from the former Doctrine, which concluded, 
that ſeeing Tithes, as the _ pars, were not 

enjoined by the Command 


God, therefore they 
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Ro he Great Caſe of Tithes; Ec. 
were meer Alms, or as what, debito Charitatts 


not debito juſtitiæ, was to be diſpenſed. Of this 


Opinion were the Dominicans and Franciſcans, who 
both began about the Year 1210, and by their 


Doctrine got many Tithes to be given to their 


Monaſteries, and that whatſoever was given to the 
four Orders of Mendicant Friars, was a bufficient 


Diſcharge from the Prieſts. 


And our famous Reformers, f John Witkli 2 


| Walter Brute, William T, horpe, and others, whoſe 


Arguments are at large in Fox his Als and Monu- 


ments, did in their Days bear their "Teſtimony 
_ againſt 


Tithes, for which ſome of them ſuffered i in 
the Flames. 

Agreeing herewith are the Articles of the Bobe- 
mians, publiſhed near three hundred: Years ſince, 
wherein a Divine Right to Tithes ſince the Golpel 


is denied; whereupon alſo long ſince they wok 


all their Temporalities from their Miniſters ; and 
before Wickliffe's Time, Gerardus Sagarellus was of 
the fame Mind. And the, great Eraſmus alſo ſaid, 
that the common exacting of Tithes by the Clergy 
of his Time, was no better than "Tyranny. + 
Having thus briefly run over the Doctrines, De- 


crees, Practices and Opinions concerning Tithes : i 


I ſhall make ſome ſhort Obſervations thereupon, 


that the Reader may underſtand whereunto they 


tend, and then proceed to the Matter as it eoncerns 


us at this Day, wherein he will find the enn 
of theſe Things will be uſefu. 
Firſt, That ainongſt the ue, Tithes were aid 


to the Levites that did the common Services of 


the Tabernacle and Temple, and not to the Sons 
of Aaron, the Prieſts ; for they had only a tenth 
Part out of the Tithes; and therefore he that 
for Tithes from the Moſaical Laws for 
Tithing, had need conſider how the Payment of 
TR to . ſucceeds to the * of 
Itnhes 


1 
w 
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Tithes to the Levites, who were not Prieſts, nor 
were to touch or meddle with that holy: Office, 
leaſt they died. 

2. That among the Fews, no ai Law was 
appointed for the Recovery of Tithes, but he that 
did not pay them robbed God, and by him only 
was puniſhed. 6$þ 

3. That the Tithes were not for the Levites only, ; 
but for the Stranger, the Fatherleſs, and the Wi- 
dow, who were to eat thereof, and be ſatisfied. 

4. That when the Le vitical Prieſthood was 
changed by the Coming of Chriſt Feſus, the Law 
for Tithing was alſo changed, as Paul writ to the 
Hebrews ; for it is evident, that in the Beginning 
of the Church, for the firſt three hundred Years, 
while the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel was 
retained, no Tithes were paid among Chriſitans. 

8. That as the Myſtery of Iniquity began to 
work, and Mens Imaginations were taught inſtead 
of the Doctrine of Cyriſt, divers Men fetching their 
Ground from Moſes's Writings, began to preach 
that Tithes again ought to be paid. | 

6. That thoſe that firſt den up Tithes, *. 
preſſed the Payment of them, not for the Mainte- 
nance of a Miniſtry only, but chiefly for Proviſion | 
for the Poor and Needy. : 

7. That in the firſt Practice of the Payment 
of Tithes, they were not paid as Lithes, but as 
Free-Offerings, at the Bounty of the Giver, and not 
as anſwering any Law that required the tenth Part, 
_ more properly were called Offerings than 

Ithes. * 
8. That notwithſtanding any Dodrines preach- | 
ed, it was not a received Doctrine, that Tithes 
ought to be paid, till about the Year ooo, that 
the Pope had ſet up his Authority, and uſurped 
Dominion over the greateſt Part of Europe, and 
almoſt all Emperors , _ and Princes brought 

in 


1 


ne 
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in Subjection to him, and his innovated Superſti⸗ 


tians. 
9. That notwithſtanding * ſtrict S 
of the Pope, no outward” compulſory Law was 


made by the Pope or his Councils, to enforce any | 


to pay Tithes, but only their Excommunication. - 


10. That Tithes were always accounted an, Ec 
cleſiaſtical Duty, and therefore by Eccleſiaſtical 


Courts were tried and judged; and till the Diſ. 


folution of Abbeys, Se, were never called a Civil 
Right, © 

11. That Tithes were nde in as a Duty 
owing unto God, and were ſo required and en- 
forced, and therefore all Laws made for the Pay- 
ment of Tithes, take that for their Ground, and 
not any civil Property or Right 1 in him that claims 
them. 

12. That till the Your 1200. or * it 
was the common Practice for every one to beſtow 
his Tithes where he pleaſed. 2 

13. That from ſuch arbitrary Dif] poſitions, Ab- 

s and Monaſteries came to be ſo richly endowed 
with Tithes and Rectories. 

14. That all Exemptions from Payment of 
Tithes, came from the Pope. 
15. That Firlt-fruits and Tenths are but a late 


Innovation, and claimed by the Pope as Succeſſor 


to the 7eiſp High- Prieſt, as Cote in the third . 
of his In/titutes alſo teſtifies. 

16. That Tithes are the ſame Thing, nber 
claimed by an Abbey, or Impropriator, or a Prieſt, 


and ſtand upon the ſame Ground and Foundation, 


and differ nothing but in the Perſon that poſſeſſeth 
them. 

17. Here alſo the 88 State of the Church 
to Corruption and Error may be clearly diſcer ned 
and traced; for the Power of Truth was loſt, 
ſo was the F ruit thereof, 1 which cauſed ſuch carneſt 

. "—__ 
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preſſing to needful Contributions, and when that 


would not ſerve, Laws and Decreeswere made to 
force them: But in the Beginning it was not ſo; 
for while the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel 


was retained, they needed no preſſing, for their 


Charity then abounded not only to the tenth Part, 
but far greater Parts, as the Needs of the Church 


required. | 


18. That the Right of Tithes was never cleared, 


but remained in Controverfy, even among the 
greateſt Papiſts, and in all Ages there were thoſe 
that withſtood the Payment of them : And many 
of the Martyrs for that, among other Things, ſuf- 
fered in Flames. | | 


Theſe 'Things thus premiſed, 1 ſhall briefly ſtate 


the great Caſe and Queſtion, at this Day chiefly 


controverted concerning Tithes, as claimed and 


paid in England, viz. 


IW hether any Perſon have a true and legal Properly he 
in the tenth Part of another Man's Increaſe, now CAS E. 


commonly called Tithes. ” 


The Terms are plain, and need no Opening; 
yet it is needful to declare, why the Caſe is thus 


tated ; for the great Queſtion rather ſeems to be, 


Whether Tithes be not due at this Dav? : 
That may be due to another, wherein yet he 


may have no legal Property, as Cuſtom, Tribute, 
Taxes, which are to be paid becauſe commanded 


by the State; and though Law and Equity oblige ; 


the Payment, yet is no diſtinct Property in him 
that commands; and ſo Tithes may be ſuppoſed 
to be due, becauſe ſo many Laws have been made 
for Payment of them, though the Perſon that 


claims them may have no particular Intereſt or 
Property therein, other than is derived from the 


Command. 


But 


30 


\ 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, ce. 
But now in England, Tithes are not only claim- 
ed by. Virtue of divers Laws, but alſo as being a 


diſtinct Property, ſevered from the Property of the 


nine Parts. i. 
And if this could clearly be evinced, all Scruples 


of Conſcience were anſwered ; for if a true and le- 
gal Property be in another Perſon to the tenth Part 


of my Increaſe, I ought in Conſcience to yield and 
ſet it forth, becauſe it is not mine; and then the 
Name of Tithe, as having in any Meaſure Relati- 
on to the Jewiſh Prieſthood, or Popiſh Clergy, were 
at an End, but as a Debt it ought to be truly paid 
to the Proprietor. 8 5 4 

Many Things have been ſaid, and much written, 
to prove ſuch a Property, the Subſtance whereof, as 
far as hath come to my Knowledge, I ſhall briefly 
ſum up under theſe general Heads; as alſo the 
Grounds of thoſe who claim them to be due, and 
yet plead no Property, which being the leſſer, may 
be fully included and anſwered in the other, 


«\ 


Several 


era 
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Several Claims meds for | T1 TR ES, and 2 legal Pro- 
perty therein, ſet down and anſwered. | 


1. HE firſt claim Tithes to be due jure 
. | divino, and produce the Law of Moſes 
„„ 2 „„ . 
2. Others ſay, that as to the quota pars (vix. the 
tenth Part) Tithes are not now due by the Law of 
God; only the Enquiry of the Law is ſtill of Force, 
which obligeth to afford a competent Maintenance 
for the Miniſtry, but doth not bind to the certain 
Quantity... S . | 
3. Others there are, who plead the Decrees, 
Canons, and Conſtitutions of General Councils, 
Popes, Biſhops, Convocations, and theſe ſay, that 
Tithes are due jure Ecclefiaſtico. 


Under theſe ſeveral Claims, or ſome of them, 
have Lithes been demanded .and paid, ſince the 
dark Night of Apoſtacy overſpread the Earth under 


the Papal Power, till the Pope's Supremacy and 


Religion was caſt off in Zugland; and where the 
Popiſh Religion is profeſſed, they are now by the 
ame demanded and paid. gal. 1 
But now of late in England, new Claims are 
made, and the old Pretences ſeem too much to 
ſavour ofthe Popiſh Leaven, and therefore an human 
Right is pleaded, which I ſhall briefly bring under 
heſe few Heads. | 


1. Some plead the Gifts of Kings and Princes, 
ho were Rulers of the People, as £theiwolph, &c. 
2. Others plead the temporal Laws of Kings, 

Parliaments, Ge, ee, | 


3. Others : 


. The Great Caſe of Tithes, Cc. 

3. Others plead the particular Gifts, Appropria- 
tion, Conſecration or Bes, of thoſe who were 
former Owners of. the Land. 9 

4. Others plead Preſcription , and a legal? Right 
by their Poſſeſſion. 

5. Others plead a legal Right by Purchaſe. 


And beſides theſe, I never heard or . of any 
other Pretence for Tithes, though I have diligently 
for two Years and more, laboured to inform myſelf k 
fully what could be alledged for them. B 
To begin with the firſt, thoſe that wy Tithes are 7 
due by Divine Right. - 


Some of them ſay, 7 bat the Law given to Iſrael p. 
for Payment of Tenths to the Tribe of Levi, doth alſo 4 
oblige Chriſtians to pay Tenths to their ws as 
Fenn in the . Office. T 


Anfww. 'To ſuch it is clearly ons, that the th, 
| Prieſthood which had a Corumpaduent to take 
Tithes, being changed by Chrift Jeſus, there is 
made of Neceſſity alſo a Change of the Law; and 
now the Prieſthood is no more committed to the 
natural Off-ſpring of Levi, or any other Tribe, but 
to Chriſt Jeſus the unchangeable Prieſthood, whoſe 
Kingdom ſtands not in Figures and carnal Ordi 
nances, but 1s the Subſtance of what that was but 
a Figure : And it 1s clear, the primitive Churches 
were aſſur' d of it, who for 3 of Years, 
and till the Myſtery of Iniquity began to work, ne- 
ver called for the Payment of irhes, as is before 
plainly proved. 
And how doth a Goſpel Miniſtry ſuceeed to 
the Levites, who received Tithes, but were not 
Prieſts? Much more Colour had the Quiriſters, 
Singing men, and the reſt of the Rabble brought 
into the * Cathedrals, to claim them, and only 
t0 


la- 
re 


| © The Great Caſe of Tithes, c. 
td pay out a tenth Part to the Priefin, a8 the Le. 
vites did. N | 


Others fay, 7 hat Abraham paid Tithes to 1 
chiſedec, ich was before the Levitical Prieſthood ; 


and Chriſt Jeſus, is made a Nr W 405 Or rder 5 , 
Melchiſedec. ; 


Abraham, returning * the 8 of u hs 
Kings was met by Melchiſedec, who brought him 
Bread and Wine, and Abrabam gave him the 
Tenth of the Spoil : But what is this to the Pay- 
ment of Tithes, unleſs it oblige the Soldiers ? For 
it doth not appear, that Abrabam paid the tenth 
Part of his own Increaſe; nor doth it appear, that 
Abraham gave the tenth Part at any other Time ; 
and how will this prove a yearly N of : 
Tithes to Miniſters? 

And what if Facob gave Tien? How are C. 
ther of theſe Examples more binding than any 
other of the good Fw, * either of theſe holy 
Men did ? ; 


Objef. fi it be gad, * Jeſus cb ſaid, 272 
tithe Mint, &c. . T bings ye ought not to leave 
undone. 


It's 3 that Jeſus Chrif then | hs to the 
eus, in the Time when the Levitical Prieſthood 


ong as 1t was of Force, till he was offered up, and 
ſaid, It is finiſhed. | 
But though Divine Right hath been long pre- 
ended, few are now left who will only ſtand to it, 
and the Generality, both of Lawyers, Prieſts and 
"cople, are of a contrary Mind. 
nf if Tithes be abſolutely due by the Law of 
od, no Cuſtom, d * , . z 
: "0 | 


25 not ended, who were bound by the Law, ſo : 
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or popiſt Diſpenſation, can acquit from Payment of 
the utmoſt Penny of the tenth Part; but ſoarce the 
tenth Perſon in England payeth Tithe in kind, and 
many plead they are Tithe- free, and pay none at 
all, and others very ſmall Matters; and fo the 
greateſt Part of the People of England deny Tithes 
to be due by God's Law. 

Again, if Tithes be due by the Law of God, 
then it is to the End for ohſch they were com- 
manded, for the Levites, the Strangers, the Father- 
leſs, and the Widows ; all therefore who plead for 
Tithes by Divine Right, mult not pay them to an 
Impropriator; for by God's Law he cannot claim, 
neither ought any N of that Mind, to 
receive them. 

And of late Years, it was by Rolls, Chief Ju 
ſlice, adjudged in the Upper Bench, that 1 itbes 
are not now due 2 the Law of God. 


2. To the next, thoſe that plead the N24 of 
the Law ts fill of Force, | 


Theſe plead not for Tithes nroverly, but for 
a comfortable Maintenance, and by Way of it hes, 
as they ſuppoſe moſt convenient, Sc. And theſe 
bring many Scriptures in the New Teſtament, 
That he that labours is worthy of his Hire, he that 
 preachech the Goſpel, ought to live of the Goſpel ; let 
bim that is taught, communicate to him that teacheth ; 
and the like. 

And to ſuch I ſay, that not only the Equity of 
the Levitical Law for Tithing, the Doctrine of 
Cbriſt Jesus and his Apoſtles do bind, but even 

from natural Things we are largely raught our 
Duty therein ; No Man muzzleth the Mouth of the 
Ox; and 19 Man goeth a Warfare qt his own Charge; 
and he that plants a Vineyard, eats the Fruit thereof: 
And herein it is n chat the Miniſters of 
Chrif 
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Cbriſt Jeſus, „who are called to his Service, and la- 


bour in the Word, oyght to be comfortably pro- 
vided for, that they g0 not a Warfare at their own 
Charge 

But this doth not th that the World, 
( which lies waſte as a Wilderneſs, and is not of the 
Vineyard) ſhould contribute, much leſs. be com- 
pelled, to give a certain Portion of the Fruits of 
their Labours towards the Maintenance of Cbriſ 8 
Miniſters. | 

And theſe grant, that every Man is the ſole Omer 
of his own Labour and Poſſeſſion ; and though by 
another he may not be compelled, for ſuch Sacri- 
fice God abhors, yet ought every one freely to 
glorify God with his Subſtance, to ſtrengthen the 
weak Hands and feeble Knees, and to give to him 
that teacheth thoſe Things that are needful, and 
ſuch cheerful Givers God accepts. | 

And this leaves every one free to give to him 
that teacheth, not binding to the Maintenance of 
thoſe who have leſs Need than the Giver, or of 
thoſe who are transformed as Apoſtles and Mini- 
ſters of Chr//#, who have the Form, but want the 
Power, who teach for filthy Lucre, keeping ever 
learning, but nen to the Knowledge of the 
Truth. 

And of ſuch as Chriſt Jeſus ſent forth, he always 
took care, and they never wanted, but the reaped 
the Fruits of their Labour, and eat the 8 of 
their own Vineyards which they had planted, and 
by the Churches who were gathered out of the 
World, were they maintained to preach the Goſpel 
to the World, unto whom they would not make 
the Goſpel chargeable or ne which was 
their Glory and their Crown. | 

And herewith let all our now called Churches be | 
proved and tried, who ſeparate from the World, 
and 1 many of them receive Pay and IV ages for : 

D 2 their 
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| their Teachers from the World, who ſend none af 


maintain them; and to leave Chris Kingdom to 


then preached them to others; and in the Time 


5 diminiſhed, nor his Power . that he will 
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their own Colt to preach to the Were 
And here our Rulers ſhould learn Wiſdom;.t to 

with-hold their Hands from upho!ding any with 

their worldly Sword, and compelling others to 


his own Rule, who is Lord of the Har veſt, and 
ſends foi th Labourers, and hath Spirit to put 
upon them; who ſends forth the Fiſhermen, the 
Shepherds, the Herdſmen, the Tillers of the 
Ground, and the Keepers of Flocks, who ſpeak 
plain Words that wiſe Men cannot underſtand, who 
are wiſe in the World's Wiſdom, nathered, in 
Schools, whither they are ſent to learn a Trade, 
thereby to get their Livings; and in the Time of 
Popery, they ſtudied the popiſb Doctrines, and 


of Preiacy, they changed to a new Form: And 
when that was laid aſide, Presbytery was ſet up, 
and then ſuch the Univerſities ſent forth; and ſince 
Independency was preferred, great Store of them 
are ſpread abroad; and look what pleaſeth them 
belt that have the greateſt Livings in Diſpoſe, that 
is the moſt cried up, and moft ſtudied and preach- 
ed ; and here is the Spring of our 'Teachers, the 
Univerſities ; and theſe ſay, that Greek and He- 
brew are the Original, which they go thither to 
learn, that they may underſtand what Chrif ſpoke, 
and the Apoſtles preached: But the Hebrews and 
Greeks who heard: them ſpeak in their own Lan- 
guage, could not underſtand their Doctrine, for 
it ſeemed Fooliſhneſs to them; and theſe. by their 
Original-are in no better State, nor nearer to the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel: And let our Rulers 
conſider, that Chriſt's Love to the World, for 
whom he died, is not abated ; neither is his Spiri 


not, or cannot, ſend forth, and fit Miniſters - 
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at his Service; or that he needs Univerficies to in- 


ſtruct, or Magiſtrates to provide Maintenance for 
thoſe he ſends forth. And let them look to their 
own Kingdom, the World, therein to puniſh and 
reſtrain the Evil, and to encourage and protect the 


Liberty and Freedom: For in this it is aſſented, 
that the Miniſters of Chri/t Jeſus, who ſow unto us 
Spiritual Things, ſhould reap of our Temporals : 

But here is the Difference, ,,, That our Con- 
ſciences muſt beour Judge, who thoſe Minilters are, 


felt, and not approved with the Reaſon and Wiſ- 
dom of Man. Secondly, That our Gift muſt be 
free, and by no Man's Compulſion. | 

Would not this eaſe the Magiſtrate of much 
Trouble that he makes to himſelf, and be more 
acceptable to God and Man ? For who hath mays 
him a Judge in theſe Things? ? 


— 


A third Sort 2 the Decrees, Canons, Conti. 


calions, 


To ſuch I ſhall voy ſay, that for ihe firſt Fight 
Hundred Years after (it, no Canon or Decree 
was made by Generat Council, nor was it then de- 
termined by the Church (as twas called) what 
Part every Man ſhould pay. And the firſt Eight 
General Councils do not ſo much as ſpeak of the 
Name of Tithes, -and that was ftill about a Thou- 
ſand Years ; and then about that Time, it came to 


paid; yet in England, as well as other Nations, 
every Man might have given his Tithe where he 
pleaſed, till about the Year 1200, as is already 

WH proved; 


Good; e, all would be agreed, and the Na- 
tion kept in Peace, every one enjoying his true 


and no other Man's Direction; for to the Con- 
ſcience were CHs Miniſters always made mani- 


tution; of G. neral Councils, Popes, Biſhops . Yo 


be received and believed, that / ithes ought to be 


| proved; But I need not ſay much to theſe; few 
and many other Things, we till feel his Power 


Right, I come next to what is pretended for an 


ys 


| Ethelwolph, Sc. 


the Increaſe and Fruits of the Labours of all the 


' purchaſed by their Works, to procure from them 


ſtriving who ſhould therein moſt excel; witneſs 
be the Foundation of Tithes, then how many ſuc- 


Monaſteries, and ſuch like Houſes ? And how 


N * 
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ing of this Mind, but thoſe that own the Pope for 
their Head, we having in England denied and caſt 
off his Supremacy ; though in this Matter of Tithes, 


among us oe TE 88 
And now having briefly gone over the Subſtance 
of what is pleaded for a Divine or Eccleſiaſtick 


* 


Human Right. 
| And the firſt Sort pleads the Gifts of Eings, as 


Io theſe J anſwer, if they could prove the whole 
Land had been the particular Poſſeſſion of any 
ſuch King, they ſaid ſomething; though that 
would not juſtify the taking Tithes from all the 
People, as ſhall be more fully proved hereafter, 
But by what Right could he give the Tenth Part of 


People of his Dominions, who had no legal Pro- 
perty therein? It was an eaſy Matter, when the 
Pope's Emiſſaries had taught the People, hat 
Tithes were due to God and them; and had per- 
ſwaded Kings and Nobles, that Heaven might be 


the Gift of that which was not theirs, the poor 
Peoples Tithes ; eſpecially conſidering the People 
were of the ſame Mind, and as zealous of all the 
Popiſb Superſtitions as themſelves, and every one 


thoſe many rich Abbeys and Monaſteries, lately in 
this Land. But if that King Ethelwoiph's Grant 


ceeding Kings and Biſhops, and others, have vio- 
lated his Deed, by appropriating them to Abbeys, 


have 
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The Grit Caſe of Tithes, ee, 


have all Ages ſince Ethelwolph/ s, taken upon them 


ſelves the Diſpoſition of Tithes, without any Re- 
lation to what he did? Which ſhews clearly, that 


neither Kings, Parliaments, nor People, did ever 


take themſelves bound by his Grant : But the Folly 
and Vanity of this Argument wall more en apy 
pear hereafter, 


The next, and thoſe which 3 to have the 


ages Plea, do urge, The Temporal Laws of 


Kings and Parliaments, and ſay, by the Law they 
have as good Property in Tithes, as ny M; an bath in 
bis Lands. 


Anſw. To ſuch I fay, 4 Low hd 
any Man a Property, either in Land or Tithes, 


or any other Thing, but only doth conſerve to 
every Man his Property, which he hath in his 


Land and Poſſeſſions, either by Gift, Purchaſe or 
Deſcent, and ſecure him from the Injury or Vio- 
lence of another. 


But let us not be deceived with a new Pretence, xl 
lately taken up to delude ſim * Minds, of a legal 
0 


Property, and a civil Right ; for that is but a Shift, 


and it matters not what any ſay, or now pre- 


tend, concerning the Right of Tithes, when they « 


ſee their other Claims will not ſerve the Turn; 

but let us hear what the Makers of the Laws ſay of 
them, thoſe from whom they claim; and paſſing 
by the Saxen's Times, and King Stephen, and the 
reſt of thoſe who were 1n the Mid-night of Popery, 
let us come to Henry the 8th, who caſt off the 
Pope, and upon whoſe Law, all others that were 
ſince made are builded ; and in the Preamble of the 


Act, it is declared, That Tithes are due to (0d and 


Hah Churcb, and mey blame Men for being ſo 
wicked as not to pay them, and therefore that Law 
is made; and here 1 is the Ground of the Law, not, 

„ any 
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Pro or civil Right in Prieſts or others 
be bers „if the Law __ them as due by 
Divine Right, he that faith they are only due by 
human Right, cannot claim them, nor ought tb 
Tecover them by that Law, for he claims them by 
another Right; and for any Man to claim that by 
human Right, from human Law, which com: 
mands them as due by Divine Right, is but a meer 
Deceit. And that Law of Hen. the 8th, and the reſt, 
did not upon any civil Ground ſet up, or conſtitute 
the Payment of Tithes, but takes it for granted, 
that Tithes are due to Gad and Holy Cburch; and 
therefore the Foundation of the Law being taken 
away, that they are not due to God and Holy Church, 
the Law falls to the Ground ; for the Law not 
making them due, but ſuppoſin ing them due by a 
former Right, if they were not ſo due, the Law, 
. cannot be binding. 

That Tithes were never till now of late, pre- 
' tended a civil Right, is plain; for as they were im- 
poſed by the Pope, ſo were they triable in his 
Courts; and thoſe very Laws made by late Parlia- 
ments, did appoint them to be tried in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Courts, and reſtrained the temporal ju- 
riſdiction, as the Acts themſelves teſtify. 
But what is the Property that is now claimed? 
Is it in a Perſon? That cannot be, for the Prieſt 
hath them not till he enters his Office, and when he 
parts with that, he loſeth his Tithes : So the Prieſt 
hath no Property, but his Office; and what is that? 
It was a Pot iſp Office when T ithes were firſt paid 
to it; and how comes the Property to continue 
now the Office is laid aſide, and the Pope that ſet 
them up? But how can a civil Right or Property 
be pretended, when the Author was the Pope? The 
End for a called Spiritual Office, and recovered in 


an Eccleſiaſtical called Court; are not theſe Covers 
grown too ſnort? 


„ 11414 
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And in the Act of 32. Hen. Sth. Tithes are 


called Spiritual Giſts: And there, of impropriate 
Tithes ſold after the Diſſolution, it's ſaid, they are 


now made temporal: And before that Time, it 


was never heard that Tithes were called : a 1emporal | 
Right. ' © 


But 15 farther faid, Theſp 3 were made by 
Parliaments, the Repreſentatives of the People: And 
though Tithes were not due before, yet they might give 
Jithes, becauſe their own, try being the _ of the 
People. | 


This would . a particular Conſecration, or 
Donation of the People, not only as in their Leg:- 
flative Capacity to bind themſelves by a Law, but 


by a*particular Act of Free-Gift : Bur it's plain, the 
Act never intended any ſuch Thing, for it gives 


nothing, but commands what was before. 
And as to the Law itſelf, and all other Laws 
of Kings, Parliaments, Popes, Councils, Biſhops, 
and whatever elſe was by any Man made for the 
Payment of Tithes ſince Chriſt Fe/us came in the 
F lech, joined altogether, how do they all, or an 
of them bind the Conſcience? For if Tithes be 
not due by the Law of God, as is herein proved, 
and almoſt generally granted : Who hath ſet them 
up? The Law of Man at beſt : And who is Man, 
that makes a Law in the Place where God diſan- 
nulled his own Command? Is it better to obey 
Man than God ? Or is Man grown wiſer than his 
Maker ? Who put this Power into the Hand of 
Man, to raiſe a compulſory Maintenance for Mi- 
niſters? That any Parliament have Power to 
make any binding Law for the Maintenance of 
thoſe they call Miniſters, for doing. a Work which 
they call Worſhip of God, and force the People 
to ſubmit to it, the Clear Light of this Age doth 
OY 


7. he Great Caſe Gi Tiches, ec, | 


CC condemn ; for they are much more like 
to ſet up and maintain thoſe who are contrary to 
Chriſt, than Chri/i*s Miniſters, who never looked 
for, nor durſt own ſuch a Way of Proviſion. Will 
any ſay they bave Power? From whom had they 
it? Is it derived from the People? That cannot be. 
HFave they any other Power committed to them? 
How is it? As they are Magiſtrates; if ſo, the 
Turk, and all Infidel Magiſtrates have the like: 


Or is it as they are Chriſtian Magiſtrates ? Then 


may not France, Spain, &c. claim the ſame? For 
what Nation in Europe will not ſay they have a 
Chriſtian Magiſtracy, though far the greater Part 
of them be Papiſis? And may. not a Papiſt by as 
good Right require and compel Maintenance for 
his Miniſters, as Henry the 8th, or any other 
could, or can do ? But that I may not be miſtaken, 


y' as if I went about to take away the Magiſtrates 


Power to raiſe Taxes, Aſſeſſments, or other 

| Charges, for the Service and Defence of tlie Na- 
tion, it is needful to diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
Things that are called Civil, and ſuch as are called 
Spiritual: For civil Ends and Uſes, the People 
may give Power to their reſentatives to raiſe 
Moneys, or any other civil-Thing, becauſe in ſuch 
Things they are their own Maſters : But in Mat. 
ters of Religion and ſpiritual Things, no Man can 
give Power unto another, to impoſe any Thing 
upon himſelf, or his Neighbour; for in thoſe 
Things every one is to be accountable unto God, 
and to ſtand and fall to his own Maſter. And thus 
ve give unto God the Things that are God's; and 
unto Ceſar, the Things that are bis; paying Tri. 
bute to whom Tribute is due. But as for all 
Laws made in the Will of Man, in the Things of 
God, and their heavy Puniſhments inflicted upon 
ſuch as cannot for Conſcience Sake conform — 
1 5 5 5 a em, 
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make no in againſt God. 3 1 85 
And as concerning the Ls af King Hey the 
Sth, and Edward the 6th, it may be conſidered, 


f 


ſome of them were” made by a Popih King and 25 


Parliament, and the reſt, in the Glimmerings f 


Light, when Men were but ſcen as Trees; and 


therefore, to make their Laws a Rule foo this 
Day of clear and Sun-ſhine Light, ſavours too 


much of the old Popiſb Spirit, and is a Shame to 


our Reformation: And if it be ſaid, Papiſts gj 


and did mate good Laus; it's true, in temporal 


Things they did, but not in Things of Religion, 
wherein they arc differences from us, becauſe 


Papiſts. * 


But were the 5 juſt in Se Tithes, | 


can it be equal to give double or treble. Damage, 


where they. are not paid? If any Man owe a juſt 


and due Debt, no more by Law can be recovered, 
but what the Debt is, beſides the Charges. of the 


Law : How cruel therefore are theſe Laws and 


Ordinances, which in a Matter of ſo much juſt 
Scruple, require and impoſe the double or — 
Value? And how unrighteous are all ſuch Perſons, 
as by Force of ſuch Laus receive them? For if 
Tithes were due, is therefore the treble Value due, 
becauſe the Law hath made that Penalty? Where is 


Equity or ſuſtice in either? The Pope and his 


Adherents did only excommunicate the Refuſer till 


he conformed; and till theſe late Laws, ſuch Pe- 


nalties as Impriſonment and treble Damage were 
never known. And here what was by our Fore- 
fathers Superſtition (whom we look back at as afar 


off, and pity) begun in Ignorance, we build up, 
and onde 


rm with Tyranny, and inſtead of thase 
Rods, make to ourſelves Scorpions. 

But herein is not all, but the Law requires. 
every Man FL * out the Yenth, and ſo. 3 


them, way feet not the. Conſcience, and therefore 
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Wealth. is it then, thatſo many Perſons are ſued, proſecuted, 
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8 him a n Agent, in that, againſt which his 7 
Conſcience teſtifies, which is molt cruel and un. M ® 
righteous; and him that cannot do ſo, they ſue and s 
hale before Courts and Magiſtrates, and there they Ill 2 
get Judgment of treble Damage, and by that Judg. il C 
ment, frequently take Five-fold, yea ſometimes Nu 
Ten- fold the Value: Shall not theſe Things render i 
this Age, which ſo much pretends to Reformation I ® 
contemptible to future Generations? And for theſe If, 
Things, ſhall not even Papiſts riſe upin Judgment il 
againſt us, and condemn us? by 
But how is it that any Law for Tithes is now 
executed? Do not all Lats and Statutes for Tithes IL 
reſtrain the Trial of them to the Eccleſiaſtical be 
Courts, and prohibit the Temporal Courts from I h. 

' meddling with them? And ſince the Eccleſiaſtical i 0! 
N. B. This Courts are deſtroyed : Who have Power to give il ſe 
was in the Judgment for Tithes ? No temporal Judge pro- i © 


> 4 1 *ceeding according to the Laws for Tithing. How 


and unjuſtly vexed for Tithes in all the Courts at b) 
Weſtminſter ; and not only ſo, but in the Sheriffs . 
Court, and other petty Courts in the Country. Cl 


Object. If it be ſaid, The Statute gives doubt F 
Damages and Cofts, and no Court being appointed il tn 
where that ſhall be recovered, it muſt be Juppojed vl, 
be the Common-Law Courts. 


I anſwer, by asking of what muſt they give the 
double or treble Damage, ſeeing they are — 
from trying for the ſingle Value? If they ca 
judge the one, how can they award the other? 1 
they condemn an Acceſſary before they try the 
Principal? What is this but to make the Law a 
Noſe of Wax, or any Thing, to uphold another 


unrighteous Kingdom. 


Object. It will be ſaid, Juſtices of Plate have 


Power, It may be ſo by an Ordinance, but no 
| | a 
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Act of Parliament, which is the Law of England; 


and that they do it, many poor People feel; for 
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nd generally they give treble Damages for all manner 
10 of Tithes, when as the Statute gave but double, and 
dg: Colts, and that only for predial Tithes: And they 
nes I uſually execute their Precepts by ſuch Perſons as 
der N will do it effectually, who take generally five Times 
ion more than the Value, which they appraiſe and. ſell 
eſe far under the Worth; and he that cannot comply 
ent with their Cruelty, and confeſs their Judgment juſt, 
by accepting back what they will return, do 
ow Il guently ſuffer five or ſix-fold, yea often ten- fold 
hes Damage. And here the Fingers of the Juſtices are 
ical I too often found, by conſcientious Men, far more 
om heavy than the Loins of the Law, nay more than 
ical Nof the old Eecleſiaſtical Courts, or the Pope him- 
rive I ſelf, who hath no ſuch Penalties. I write what I 
pro- can prove by manifold Inſtances. e ee 
Tow MW Though theſe Oppreſſions be many and great, 
ted, Ml yet are they not all that this Age exerciſes; for 
- at Ml by a new Device, under Pretence that Prieſts are 
ifs I not able to pay Tenths to the Protector, unleſs 
every Man pay them their Tithes, they ſue Men 
for all Manner of Tithes by Engliſh Bill in the 
44 Exchequer, and there would force them upon - 
nied their Oachs, to declare what Tithes they have; 
a 4% when as in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the Deco 
might not examine a Man upon his own Oarh, 
the concerning his own Tithe: And here ſuch as ei- 
ned ther make Conſcience of Swearing, which Chrift 
2 forbids, or cannot themſelves tell what Tithe they 
i had, are caſt into Priſon for Contempt, where 
the they may lie as long as they live, no Law in the 
a Nation reaching them any Relief: And divers up- This was 
ther on this Account have long lain in the Fleet, and in the Tear 
yet are there ; and I believe above an Hundred 32 5 
hav: Suits are in the Exchequer depending, and Pro- ont. 


beedings ſtopt at this Point; the Hearis of the 
n „ 
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Et very Officers of the Court relenting with Pity, in 
13 towards ſuch Numbers of poor Men brought thither N c: 
4, every Term, from the moſt remote Parts of the li 
E41 ' Nation, and ſome of them not for above twelve MI bi 
| Pence; ſuch mercileſs. Cruelty lodges in the Hearts B 
of many, if not the moſt- of our pretended Goſpel MW hi 
inifters. 125 

O ſhameful . What! compel a 
Man himſelf to ſet out the Tithe of his own il fo 
"EY Goods to maintain an Hireling Prieſt, it may be 5. 
done openly prophane, and ſo make him ſin againſt 4 
bis own Conſcience, or take from him thrice, or 

llather five Times as much! And not only fo, but 
. to force him to ſwear what Tithes he had, or com-. 
mit him to Priſon, there to lie without Hope of be 
5 Relief; doth not the Cry of theſe Abominations I us 
1 reach through Palace-Walls, and enter Parliament MW 
1 Doors? Surely they reach the Gates of Heaven. | cx 
hi And though Man have forgotten his fair Promiſes, T 
FE Sad will in due Time break theſe Bands, and ſend an 
7 Relief another Way. O curſed Fir/t-friits and / ent hu, th 
; the ſuperſtitious Relick of Popery, and Wages of Un- i 1a 


— 


as 


1 righteouſneſs, the Cauſe and Cover of all theſe Ex- WW a 

BY: '  ehequer Suits *, and of moſt of theſe Miſchiefs ' Muſt a! 
FB we ſtill have Prieſts and 1ithes ? Then may we not th 
BY: with for old Prieſts, and old Eccleſiaſtical Courts? ¶ hi 
| - For much more Moderation was in them; and even 4, 
1 Pagpiſis would bluſh at our Cruelties. Did but the 55 
WH  - Magiſtrate ſee what Havock is made in the North, lk 
Si: what driving of Goods, the Oxen out of the Plow, N we 
B - the Cows from poor and indigent Children, what ¶ ce 
go: carrying of Pots, Pans, and Kettles, yea and fetch- Iſl no 
Si: ing the very Cloaths off poor Peoples Beds, he ch 
1 1 would either be aſhamed of ſuch Fu/tices, or ſuch O 
1 Prieſts or Tithes, or of them all. Such Inſtance Ii ſer 
= © ' [I could give, as would make the Reader's Ears to 

S: tingle; and he that cannot believe me, let him ſend N of 
M | inte ch 
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y, into Cumberland, and he ſhall meet with few thaTt 
ber cannot inform him of it; or do but let hm go a 
he little after Harveſt, and he may find the Juſtices ſo 
v buſy, as if they had little other Work to be doing. 
rts But whither have I digreſſed? Let me return to 
del hear what the next can ſay. | Ea : 


21 3. And theſe plead the Gift of thoſe that were 
wn Wl formerly Poſſeſſors of the Land, and ſay, Thoſe that 

be pay Tithes, do but that which their Anceſtors gujtly 

nit Wl charged upon them. 5 £153 ee eee, 


Jut To ſuch I anſwer, that it's true many Anceſtors 
m- gave Tithes, which of them were required, as 
of before hath been declared; but what is that to 
ons us? Or how are we thereby bound? Did ever any 
ent I Man, in any Deed or Conveyance of his Land, . 
en. expreſs any ſuch Gift, or make any 8 of 8 
es, Tithes? 1 never ſaw or heard of ſuch a Thing; 6 | 
nd Il and let thoſe who can find ſuch Reſervations make NF 
bs, their Claim; but I believe it will not be in Zng- | 
In- land. That which this Sort pleads, ſeems to make 
Ex- a Ground for a diſtinct Property; for if there be 
uſt N a Property, it muſt of Neceſſity ariſe from him 
not that was the true Owner, and had Power to charge 
ts? himſelf and his Poſterity ; and theſe ſay, They have | 
ven il as good Right to the tenth Part, as the Owner hath to 
the the nine, and that he never purchaſed it, and the 
th, MW like. Unto all which I anſwer, that though it 
ow, were true and could be proved, That mine An- 
hat ceſtors gave Tithes, and that for ever, yet am I 
ch- not thereby bound to pay them, or ſtand any way 
he chargeable with them. It's true, when they were 
uch Owners of Land, they might themſelves yield and 
ces I ſet forth what Part of their Increaſe they pleaſed, 
to or might have given the tenth, or any other Part 
end WW of their Land, as they would, or they might have 
into charged upon the Land, what Rent they _ 
| ws e we 


| The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 
but they could not charge their Poſterity with 
that which was no Way theirs, nor which in any 
true Senſe, Conſtruction or Underſtanding, they 
could be ſaid to have any Property in, and which 
is not paid, by reaſon of that which is derived from 
them; for Tithe is neither paid of Land, nor by 
_ reaſon of the Land, but is paid by reaſon of the 
Increaſe or Kenewing ; and therefore the Doctrines 
of the old Fathers, the Statute of Edward the 6th, 
and ſo the Pop!ſh Laws for Tithes, do as well re- 


ee Payment of the tenth Part of Mens Pro- 


s and Gain, whether by Trade, Commerce er 
Merchandi ze, as of the Fruits of the Earth, yea 
the tenth Part of Wages, and all perſonal Increaſe, 
though not raiſed immediately by Land: And 
ſurely no Man will ſay, that he pays Tithe of theſe 
becauſe his Anceſtors charged him with them; 


nor will any Man allow, that another Perſon, by 


any Gift of his Anceſtor, can have another diſtin 


Property in the tenth Part of the Fruit of his 


Labours; and the Caſe is the ſame as to all Tithes, 
whether predial, perſonal, or mixt; if I ſit ſtill 
and plow not, 10 Corn will grow: If I fit ſtill and 
work not, 0 Profit will riſe; fo that it's my La- 
bour, my Diligence and Induſtry that raiſeth the 
Tithe, and in my Power it is, to make it leſs or 
more; and ſometimes, yea often it falls out, that 
the Tithe of Corn is thrice more worth than the 


| Yearly Value of the Land on which it grows; 


and herein Tithe of Corn 1s far more hard and un- 
equal than perſonal Tithes; for the one pays but 
the Tenth, all Charges deducted ; the other pays 

the Tenth of Charges and all. TE | 
Mine Anceſtor could not charge mg with that 
which doth not accrue by reaſon of that which I 
have from him ; nor am I bound, becauſe mine 
Anceſtor left me Land, to pay Tithe, which is not 
paid by reaſon of the Land, but of the Increaſe, 
| _ unto 
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unto which Lam no more tied by Law, than he is 


who hath Increaſe without Land. If I have Land, 


and no Increaſe, I pay no Tithes; if I have In- 


creaſe, though no Land, I ought by Law to pay 


Tithes. If I husband my Land, ſo that the In- 
creaſe of it is not to be ſevered, no Tithe can be 
recovered of it; and therefore if I paſture my 
Land, no Tithe ſhall be paid for the Graſs, which 
1s eaten unſevered, but only a Rate-Tithe for that 
which doth depaſture on it; which makes it plain, 
that Tithe 1s not paid by reaſon of the Land, bur 
of the Stock; and in that alſo, it lies in my Power 
to make the Tithe much, little, or nothing; if I 
plough and ſow Corn, the tenth Part of the In- 
creaſe 1s generally more worth than the Land on 


which it grows, which comes not by the Land 


which deſcends from the Anceſtor, but becauſe of 
the Increaſe, won by the great Charge, Induſtry 
and Labour of the Husbandman. If I paſture my 
Ground with Sheep that yield a Fleece, the 'Tithe 
will be conſiderable, though not ſo much as by 


Corn. If I paſture with Cows or breeding Cattle, 


a much leſs Tithe is paid : And if I eat with Horſes 
and barren Cattle, a ſmall and inconſiderable 
Rate is only required, though in few Places of 
the Nation would that be recovered 1n the 'Times 
of greateſt Height of Popiſh Laws. But if I plant 


Wood, and let it ſtand for Timber; or if I ſtore 


my Land with Beaſts which be fer nature, where- 
in there is no perſonal Property, no Tithe ſhall be 
paid. Or if J will let my Land lie waſte, (which 
may be ſuppoſed, becauſe it may be done,) or will 
eat my Meadow, or Corn ſtanding, no Tithe can 
be required. All theſe Inſtances manifeſt, that 
Tithe hath ſtill Relation to the Stock and perſonal 
Eſtate, and not to the Land ; and 1s paid by rea- 
ſon of the Stock, and not the Land; and ſo no 


Anceſtor could lay and perpetuate ſuch a Charge 
Wo | | as 
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as Tithe upon it, nor could he bind his Succeſſor 
toit. If by my Anceſtor I am bound to pay Tithes 
ratione tenure, or in conſideration of the Land 
which he leaves me, to what Value muſt it be? I 


may yearly pay more than the Land he leaves me 
is worth : if I keep it in Tillage, and if I paſture 


it, I need not pay the twentieth Part; have I not 


herein { without Fraud to my Anceſtors) Power to 
pay much or little? (d) How is this like a Rent- 
Charge certain, which 1s by ſome objected? If 
. IST. Tithes 


— 


(4) It may be farther ſhewn, that there is no Parity of 
Reaſon between Tithes and a Rent. Charge fix'd upon Lands; 


for a Rent-Charge is paid by reaſon of the Land on which 


it is charged (n which he that charg'd had a Property) but 
Tithes are not paid by reaſon of the Land, but by reaſon of 


the Stock and Labour of the preſent Occupier of the Land. 
If there be no Increaſe, no Profit made, no Crop planted, 


nor any Thing renewing upon the Land, no Tithe can be 
demanded, But for the Non-payment of a Rent Charge, he 
on whom it is ſettled, may enter upon and poſſeſs the Land 
which is charged with the Payment of it. But for Non-pay. 
ment of Tithes, he who claims them, cannot enter upon or 
poſſeſs the Land, but is made whole out of the Stock of the 


Occupier. All which demonſtrates, that it is the Stock, not 


the Land, of which the Tithe is paid. Now ſince Titbes are 
not the tenth Part of the Land, but che tenth Part of the 
Increaſe of the Stock, and ſeeing the Labour, Care, Skill, 
Induſtry and Diligence of the Occupant, is involved, and 
necc{arily included in the Stock, as inſtrumental Means and 
Cauſes of producing the Increaſe: A perpetual Grant of 
Tithes, implies a Grant not only of other Mens Stocks, in 
which the Granters had no Property, but of other Mens La. 
2 Care, Skill, Diligence and Induſtry alſo, long before 
they were begotten; upon which Suppoſition, all Men, but 


Prieſts, ſince Erhe/wo/f's Time (the firſt King of England, 


who made a Grant of Tithes) muſt be born Slaves, under an 
Obligation to employ their Time, Pains, Induſtry and Skill, 
in «vorking for the Priefis, But whether it be rational to 


admit in £helwolf, or any other, a Power to impoſe rhe 


Neceffity of ſuch a /ervile Condition on their Poſterity, let 
the Reader judge. Es . 


* 


And 
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Tithes were paid by reaſon of the Land, ſurely | 

there is moſt Reaſon, that the tenth Part of the 
. | "3 _ __ Graſs 
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And if we ſuppoſe, that Erhe/awolf had an'ample Power of 
diſpoſing what he pleaſed, or that the People had by Con- 
ſent joined with him in the Donation, every Man according 
to the Intereſt he had ; yet neither could he fingle, nor he 
and they conjoin'd, grant any more than belonged to them- 
ſelves; for it is an indiſputable Maxim, that No Man can Nemo 
transfer more ' Right to another, than he himjelf hath, They plus juris 
might have diſpoſed of what Part of the Land they pleaſed, ad alium 
they might have given the tenth Part of the. Land, the tenth transferre 
Acre, &c. But for them to make a Grant of the tenth Part poteſt 
of the Profits of the Land for ever, is repugnant to Reaſon, quam ipſe 
Juſtice and Equity; they are therefore greatly miſtaken, who haberet. 


FER a ans 37 et Rt ac, oY 
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take Tithes to be no more than a Rent- charge, and urge it, 
That the' Owners might as well make a Grant of Tithes for 
ever, as (et a Rent-Charge upon their Lands for ever. 
Though this Argument has been urg'd for the Reaſon and 
Lawfulneſs of paying Tithes, yet if we conſider impartially 
the Nature of each, we ſhall find a vaſt Difference : For if a 
Man enjoys a Farm, on which a Rent-Charge is ſettled, he 
is chargeable with, and liable to pay it, whether he employ 
his Farm or not. Whence it is evident, that a Rent-Charge 
being a Charge upon the Land, not upon the Szeck, and Tithes 
being a Charge upon the Szock, not upon the Land, though 
our Anceſtors had Power to lay a Rent. Charge upon their 
own Lands, in which they had a Property, yet they could 
not have a Power to grant Tithes out of other Mens Stocks, 
in which they had no Property. Again, 
Though it ſhould be urged, That Tithes were ſettled by theſs 
that were actually ſeized of them in Law ; yet if Tithes be the 
Fenth of the Profits or Increaſe of the Land, they who were 
actually ſeized of them in Law, could ſettle no more than they 
were See of, and they could be actually ſeized of no other 
Profits or Incregſe, than what did grow, increaſe, or renew 
upon the Land, while they were actually ſeized of it: So 
that ſuch Settlement, how valid ſoever, while they lived, muſt 
needs expire with them. Hence can any one with Reaſon 
urge, that they who were poſſeſt of Land an hundred Years 
ago, could then ſettle and diſpoſe of the Profits and Increaſe 


that ſhall grow and ariſe upon the Land an hundred Years 


after, ſince that Profit cannot ariſe barely from the Land. 
but from the Labour, Induſtry and Stock of the Ms 
| | as ere 
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Graſs renewing upon all Paſture-Grounds ſhoutd 


be paid; for the Land ſtill brings that with it, and 
it's eaſily divideable by Rent, or let by Month. If 
another hath as good Right to the tenth Part of 
the Increaſe, as the Owner hath to the nine, why 
can he not take it without the Owner's ſetting it 
out, or recover it by Action of Debt or Treſpaſs? 


But it is clear there is no Title till it be ſet forth, 


and then if the Owner carry it away, an Action 
of Treſpaſs lies, becauſe he had ſet it out, and 
given it to another, and ſo altered his Property, 
as one Man doth, by marking his Cattle for ano- 
ther Man; and therefore it is, that the Law which 
commands Tithes, doth not give Power to any to 
take the Tithe, becauſe he had no Title, but en- 
joins the Owner to ſet it forth, and ſo. make it 

anothers by his own Conſent. 2 
If any Man claim Tithes by my Anceſtor's Gift, 
may I not aſk him, to whom, and for what, my 
Anceſtors gave them? And it is plain beyond De- 
nial, that all thoſe Gifts of Lands or 'T'ithes in Eng- 
land, ſince Auguſtin the Monk planted the = 5 
| : 5 aith, 


. 4 
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Were ever any actually ſeized of the Labour of the Huſband. 
man's Hands, of the Sweat of bis Brows, of the Judgment, 
Underſtanding and Skill that God hath given him; of the 
Stock he employs, the Coſt he beſtows, the Care, Pains, In. 
duſtry and Diligence he exerciſes for the obtaining a Crop ? 

Again, if we conſider the Practice of our Anceſtors, in 
their Donations of Tithes, we may find, that they did not 
look upon Tithes to be at all in the Nature of a Rent. Charge, 
for they took great Care by Legal Settlements, to ſecure and 
aſſure thoſe Rent-Charges ; but made no Proviſion (tor ſome 
| hundred Years) for the Payment of Tithes, ſave by Eceleſiaſti. 
ca] Cenſures; nor was the Knack of ſueing for Tithes in 
Temporal Courts found out, till of late Years ; which argues, 
that as they gave Tithes at firſt in a religious (though blind) 
Devotion, ſo they intended the Continuance of them ſhould 
have depended on Devotion alſo. Thomas Ellewword's Founde 
tion of Tithes ſhaken. | : 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, Nc. 
Faith, and preached up the new Payment of Tithes, 
there given to Peopiſh Prieſts, for ſaying Prayers for 
the Souls of the Givers, and their deceaſed An- 
ceſtors, as old Conſecrations do witneſs : And 
therefore in Reaſon, if the Conſideration and Ser- 
vice be ceaſed, fo ought alſo the Wages; for no 
Man, in Law or Equity, ought to claim W ages 


when he will not do the Work for which it was 


given; and ſeeing thoſe Popiſb Prieſts and Prayers 
are laid aſide, the Gift (if any ſuch were, and 
could be binding) ought to return to the Donor, 
and may not without his Conſent be perverted to 
another Uſe. 


«© Tithe was never claimed | in reſpect of any s HEP. 
« Ownerſhip in the Land, but ex debito, by the HERD, 


« Law of God, for Subfiraction whereof, no Re- 
“ medy lay at the Common-Law ; and therefore, 


« if a Parſonlet a Leaſe of his Glebe to another, 


with all the Appurtenances, yet he himſelf ſhall 
* have Tithe of it.“ 


C Terre non ſunt decimabiles; and therefore neither C OK E, 


« Mines nor Quarries of Iron, Braſs, Tin, Lead, 
« Coals, Stones, Tile, Brick, or Lime, are Titheable, 


9 


they be ſevered from the Land, the real Eſtate and Treſ- 


6c 
6c 


Conſimilar 


c 
nor Houſes, nor Trees, nor Graſs, nor Corn, till i, ala 


which deſcends by Inheritance rom: theAnceſtor, 2 be- 


and made a diſtinct perſonal Poſſeſſion.” And 1 7 fre 


therefore Tithe is not paid of Land, nor by reaſon hom 
of the Land, nor is it a Charge upon Land, like Goods. 
a Rent- Charge, nor was it ever ſo claimed, till 


of late, that the Popiſh Covers were not broad 
enough. 


Object. But ſome object and ſay, When I bought 


ms Land, I bought not the Tithe, nor paid any Thing 


for it. 


Anſw. TI anſwer, That I and all Men bought 


all our Land, and that without any Charge of 
Tithe upon it; and therefore in all Conveyances 


E 3 it's 
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in as much as any one of the Nine, Thus then the Buyer 


he Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 


it's fill aid,” Al that, &c. and never any Covenant 


for, or Exemption of a tenth Part, either of Land 
or Increaſe; and to him that faith, the Seller, or 


Bis Anceſtor, charged it with Tithes, as a Rent, I ſay, 


where a Rent is charged, 1t 1s ſtill expreſſed ; and 


find any ſuch Exemption or Covenant, and Iwill 


freely pay them as a juſt Debt. And is it not ridi- 


culous for any to talk of purchaſing his Tithe ? 


For with his Labour, Gharge and Husbandry, he 
pays dear enough for his whole Increaſe. | 


O5. Another objects, That though I bought al 


my Land, yet I bought it cheaper, (becauſe it was ſup. 


poſed, that it ought to pay Tithes) than I could have 
bought ſuch Land as was known to be Tithe-free ;, and 
therefore having a cheaper Bargain, 1 am bound in 
Equity to pay Tithes. (e) ; 


7 TS | = 
Anſ. 1 anſwer, that I have already proved all 


Land is Tithe-free, and the Charge of Tithe is 


upon 


(e) N. B. Let the Reader confider, What it is the Pur. 


chaſer buys, and what it is Tithes are demarded of The Pur- 


chaſer buys the Land, and that he buys intire. No Tithe- 
Land, no tenth Acre, is ever excepted exprelly or implicitly ; 
but he buys the whole Field or Farm, the tenth Part as well 


as the ie. But in this Purchaſe he buys the Land, not the 


Profits or Increaſe, which by Huſbandry and manuring may 


ariſe upon the Land in Time to come; for they are uncer- 


tain, and the Seller who makes him an Aſſurance of the 


Land, will not undertake to aflure him a future Increaſe and 


Profit from the Land; nor were it reaſonable to expect it. 
When therefore he has this Land, if he will have Profit and 
Increaſe from it, he muſt purchaſe that after another Man. 


ner. He pays for that, (and many Times dear enough too) 


by the Labour and Charge he beſtows in Tilling. Dreſſing, 
and manuring it. And if in this Senſe, he may be ſaid to 
purchaſe the nine Parts of the Crop or Increaſe. in the ſame 
Senſe he purchaſeth the tenth Part alſo, for he beſtows his 
Charge and Pains on all alike; and the tenth Part ſtands him 


firſt 


3 VE INT HF EY 


S 65 . © om wm 


— a. 0.5 — . — 0 


I. 


„ . . 


®@ 0 © 


qa w 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, Fc. 
upon the Stock and perſonal Eſtate, and not upon 
the Land. And the Strength of this Objection 


lies, in comparing thoſe that pay Tithes with thoſe 


that are free ; they that buy Lands Tithe free, are 
eaſed of this Oppreſſion, and are in no Hazard; 
and though all others ought to be ſo, yet it being a 
Queſtion, whether they can eaſe themſelves of the 
Burden, they buy under an Hazard, and as ſub- 


ject to ſuch a Charge; but if they can caſt off the 


Yoke, they get but what is their own : And ſeeing 
we have denied the Pope's Authority and. Supre- 
macy, we may ſo ſoon as we can, wholly caſt off the 
Burdens which he laid on us. And thus, he that 
buys Lands in Years of Trouble and heavy 
Taxes, may perhaps buy much cheaper than 
when none, or little, is paid : Shall he therefore 
always be required to pay Taxes when others are 
diſcharged ? Or ſhall he that bought cheap Penny- 
worths on the Borders between Eng/and and Scot- 


land, when thoſe Parts were infeſted with Maſſe- 


„ Tyoopers 


firſt purchaſeth the Land, and afterward the Qccupier, whe. 


ther Owner or Tenant, purchaſeth the Crop. The one buys 


the Land by laying down ſo much Money, the other obtains 


the Crop, by beſtowing ſo much Charge, and ſo much La. 
bour, &c. And as in the Purchaſe of the Lands, the Buyer 
doth as really buy the tent cre, or tenth Part of the Lands, 


as the Ninth or any other Part of the Nine; ſo in the Pur. 


chaſe of the Crop, the Occupier doth as really purchaſe the 
tenth Piart of the Profits and lacreale, as he doth the Ninth, 


or any other Part of the Nine; and after the ſame Manner, . 


he lays his Dung on all alike, he ſows his Seed on a/l a/the, he 
plows all alike, he beſtows Pains and Charge, and exerciſes 
his Skill and Care equally on all, Thus it appears, that Tirhes 
are really purchaſed by them, by whom the nine Parts are pur. 
chaſed, and do really belong to them, to whom the nine Parts 
do belong; whether Tithes be underſtood of Lands or of 
Profits. If of Lands, the Purchaſer doth as really buy the 
Tenth Acre, as any of the Nine, and gives as much for it. 
If of Profits, the renth Sheaf, or tenth Part of the Crop, 
doth coſt the Occupier as much to tlie fall, as any other of 
the nine Parts. | | 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, Ge . 


Pope's Yoke was upon our Necks, and if we can 
caſt it from us, we may, by as good Reaſon, be 
eaſed of our Tithes, as they of their Taxes. But if 
I bought cheaper, what is that to the State, or to 4 
Prieſt? If in Equity I be bound to pay any more, 
it is moſt juſt, that he have it of whom I bought 
my Land, oy not another. 


There are athers who has a legal Right by 
Preſcription, and that they have a good Right, 15 
cauſe they have ſo long poſſe ed them.” | 


This was the old Device, firſt to preach that 
Titltes were due, and then to limit them to the 
Pariſhes, and when forty Years were paſt, to claim 
them as a Debt, which before was paid as Charity, 
or at moſt as a Free-will Offering of the Owner. 
And thus the Pope got Firſt-fruits and Tenths, 
and Peter- pence. and many ( f) great Sums out of 
this and other Nations, which long continued ; and 
he might as well have pleaded his Preſcription, as 
any of. his Branches now can do. Is any ſo blind, 
as not to ſee what poor Shifts are now made, to up- 
hold ſo great an Oppreſſion, which can find no 
better Ground for its Support than this, hat it hath 
been ſo long continued? But ſhall the Continuance of. 
an Oppreſſion give Right to perpetuate the Grie- 
vance? How many great and heavy Preſſures, in 
other Things, did long lie on this Nation, of 
Cuſtoms and Practices of former Times, which 
daily were, and ſtill have been aboliſhed, as Light 
did more and more increaſe ? Witneſs thoſe many 
Laws and Statutes made, and now in force, abo: 

| In, liſhing 
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out of this Nation, which was s then more 1 than tbe King? 1 | 


* venus. 


Troopers, always maintain, or pay Tribute to | 
Thieves and Robbers? We bought Land when the 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, ©. | 
ltiſhing the Uſages and Cuſtoms of former Ages; 
but yet this is a great Miſtake, for by the Common- 

Law (and the old Popiſb Eccleſiaſtical Law is out of 

5 Doors) no Man can preſcribe to have Tithes, tho? 

f many may preſcribe to be free from Tithes, or 

1 Part thereof; for he that claims Tithes, (except 

3 Impropriators, to whom I ſhall ſpeak hereafter) 

t muſt claim them as a Parſon, Vicar, or other 

| called Eccleſiaſtick Officer, and, (as J have hinted 

before) he claims them not as ſuch a Perſon, but as 

y ſuch an Officer, and the Preſcription (if any were) 

— is to his Office. Now if no ſuch Office be in Be- 

; ing, his Claim is at an End: That there is now no 

ſuch Office, is plain; for when H. the 8th renounced 

It the Pope, he was declared by Act of Parliament 

ie (which was aſſented to by all the Clergy in their 

n Convention) to be the Head of the Church; and 

„ all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all others in E- 


* 
* — 
4 a : 4 
— * 4 
a 8 <3 _$+-4 
, 22 
- & 
4 * * 4 ; | : 85 4 
5 F 
" 8 * 1 7 F 
2 
— . 1 2 — * ke n — 5 
= „ * = ae +» 04. 1 7 oy - | 
\ — 


r. cleſiaſtical Orders, wete no longer to hold of the 

85 Pope, but of the King, and not to claim their 

of Benefices by Title from the Pope, but of the King, 

d by Virtue of that Act of Parliament. And here 

as the Succeſſion from the Pope was cut off, and diſ- 

d, continued; and the King by his new Authority, as 

p- Head of the Church, made Biſhops, and gave them of 
1 Power to make Parſons, Vicars, and others called | 


th Eccleſiaſtick Officers. Atferwards, as the King 
of. renounced the Pope, ſo the Parliament of England 
le- laid aſide Kings, who had aſſumed the Title and 
in Stile of Head of the Church, and alſo aboliſned 
of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and all their Depen- 
ch dencies, Root and Branch: And here the whole 
bl Eccleſiaſtick State was diſſolved, and the Body fell 
ny with the Head, and the Branches with the Root; 
o- both Parſons, Vicars and Curates, and all the 
ng whole Progeny and Off-ſpring, and ſo all their 
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— KM Right, Title and Claim to Tithes, was and is at 
„ an End, as is more plainly, and more fully, ſet 
HEE 86 forth 
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N " The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 
forth in a late printed Paper, by 2 . to 
which I n 8 


And now J come to the laſt, 7 hoſe that claim 
by Purchaſe, and thoſe are he {mpropriators, and 
they ſay they have bought them of the State, and have 
paid great Sums of Money for them, and many of 
Them have no other Subſiſtunce. * 

To theſe I anſwer, That I have ſhewed before, 
that in the Root all Tithe is alike, whether it be 
now claimed by a- Prieſt or an Impropriator, and 
both muſt fall together. And ſeeing thoſe that 
ſold them had no good Title, neither can theirs be 
made good which is derived from them. But ſee- 
ing it was the State that ſold them, and that the 
whole Narion had the Benefit of their Moneys, it 
is equal and juſt, when they cannot have what is 
ſold, that their Moneys be repaid ; to which Point 
1 ſhall ſpeak more fully hereafter, in Anſwer to an 
Objection which I meet with in glen Ways needful 
to be reſolved. 

And thus I have briefly gone over the whole 
Matter, and heard what every one can ſay, and 
have returned them Anſwers, by which it doth 

lainly appear, that no Man at this Day can claim 
FTithe of another, either by Divine or Human Right; 
and that Tithes are neither due by the expreſs Law 
of God, nor by the Equity of that Law, nor by 
the Decrees of the Church, nor Grants of Kings, 
nor Laws of Parliaments, nor Gifts of the People, 


nor Preſcription of the Poſſeſſors, nor the Purchaſe 


of Impropriators. 
It now only remains, that I anſwer ſome general 
Objections, which I ſhall do in as much Brevity as 
I can, and ſo leave the whole to the Reader. 
The Firſt is made by the State. 
'The Second by Impropriators. 
And the 'Third by Pariſh- 8 
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And all theſe together object and ſay, 1 bat ib 
it ſhould be granted, that the Right of 1ithes cannot 
be proved, yet if it be found, that taking them away + 
will bring great Loſs to the publick Revenue, much 
Damage, if not Ruin, to many particular Perſons and 
Families, and great Hazard of bringing Confuſion to 
the N ation, by ſuch a great Alteration, after ſo long 
a Settlement, and endanger the very publick Profefiem ion 
of Religion, by taking away Miniſters Maintenance, 
and conſequently Miniſtry itſelf; it is not Prudence for 
ſalisſhying. ſome, to bring ſo moe and great Income: 
niencies upon ihe Nation. 


. Theſe Objections 3 not for _ Right of 
Tithes, but againſt the removing of them, to pre- 
vent Inconvenience ; and if the one be granted, 
that Tithes are an innovated Popiſh Exaction and 
Oppreſſion; and neither due by Law of God or 
Man, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe ought not to ob- 
ſtruct the Removal of ſo heavy a Grievance and 
Oppreſſion, but that which is juſt ought tobe done, 
which is a general Good to the whole Body, and 
almoſt every individual Member, and then ſuch 
Parts as are found grieved, may be afterwards eaſed 
and relieved ; and though all theſe ſhould in ſome 
meaſure ſuffer, it were but juſt, ſeeing their Com- 
pliance with the Oppreſſor, hath brought ſuch a 
general Yokeand Burden upon the whole Body, and 
now they are become the only Obſtructions of the N 
general Eaſement and publick Freedom. 

And yet a few Words, I ſhall anſwer. to every 
one, and firſt to the State, which complains of a 
great Loſs by taking away Firſt-fruits and Tenths. 
which are paid out of Tithes. 


When the Pope had eſtabliſhed the Payment of RENE 3 | 
Tithes, and ſet up a new Hierarchy, after the Ezek. ch. 
Pattern of the Fewilh Prieſthood, he took upon him- 44. v. 28, 


elf to be Succeſſor to the Jewiſh High-Prieſt, and &. 
claimed 
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claimed Tenths from all his inferior Prieſts, jure 
Aiivino; and in Proceſs of Time he got to kimkel 


by the like Colour, Firſt-fruits alſo ; and though it 


Was long e'er he brought his Work 1 to. paſs in Eng- 
land, yet at laſt it was effected : You may by theſe 
following Inſtahces know, how much our Engl fo 
Nation ſtruggled againſt them, | 


28d. The King forbad H. P. the Pope's Mer, 10 col. 


3 Rol. ht Firſt-fruits. 


Cuuſ M. The Pope's Collector was willed no longer to gather 


the Firſt-fruits, it being a very Novelty, and no Per. 
ſon was any longer to pay them. | 

4Par.1.Ri. The Commons petition, that Proviſion may iy made 
2 Nu. 66. againſt the Pope Collectors for levying of Hirſt- fruits. 
Rol. Parl. The King in Parliament anſwers, There ſpall be 
4. R. 2. granted a Prohibition in all ſuch Caſes, where the 
Pope's Collectors ſhall attempt any ſuch Novelties. 
Rol. Parl. Upon Complaint made by the Commons in Parlia- 
6. R. 2. ment, the King willeth that Probibitions be granted to 


e - gh Pope's Collectors, for receiving of Firſt fruits. 
6. H. 4. Fir- fruits, by Archbiſhops and Biſhops to the 


Pope, were termed an horrible Miſchief, and damna: 
ble Cuſtom. 

Rol. Parl. The Pope's Collectors were required from henceforth 

- 9 T not to levy any Money within the Realm for Firſt fruits. 


The pope thus chiming Firſt- fruits and Tenth 


as annexed to his Chair, Succeſſor to the ei 


High- Prieſt, and Head of the Church, continued to 
Collect them, till H. the 8th, difcoutanted with the 
Pope, though himſelf was a Paitt, renounceth the 
Pope's Supremacy, and aſſumes it to himſelf ; and 
by Act of Parliament in the 26th Year of his Reizn, 
got Firſt-fruits and Tenths annexed to his Crown, 
as Head of the Church; and ſo himſelf became 
worſe than the Pope, taking the Wages, but not 
doing che Pope s Work: And that which —_— 
4; 
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by Parliaments, in the Height of Popery, was de- 
clared as a damnable.Cuſtom, was now, in the Be- 


ginning of Reformation, made a Foundation- Stone 


to ſupport the Greatneſs of the new made Head. 
Afterwards, Queen Mary, not daring to aſſume 


the Headſhip of the Church, did relinquiſh, and 


by Act of Parliament, wholly took away Firſt- 
fruits and Tenths, ſhe doing no Work to deſerve 
ſuch Wages. And what a Shame is this to our 
Nation, and our great Profeſſions, after ſo long 
Talk of Reformation, now to plead for ſuch Wages 
of Unrighteouſneſs, firſt exacted by the Pope, and 


then by ſuch as aſſumed to themſelves the Stile of 


Head of the Church, who upon that very Account 


had them annexed to the Crown? And ſhall we 


now, who pretend to have caſt off the Pope, and 


left the Headſhip of the Church to Chriſt, (worſe- 
like than Queen Mary) uphold ſuch wicked Op- 
preſſions, which are the Ground of a great Part of 


good Mens Sufferings for Tithes this Day? For 
the Pretence of paying Tenths is the Ground of 


the many Suits for Tithes in the Exch-quer, where 


otherwiſe. by Law they could not, nor ought to be 
recovered. And as to the publick Revenue, I am 


informed they add not much thereunto, but all, 


or a great Part of them, are given in Augmenta- 


tions to Prieſts, who, no doubt, will receive them 


without Scruple ; though I know, many of them, 
not long ſince, did complain againſt them as a 
Popiſh Oppreſſion. But take away Tithes, and 
there are as many Glebe Lands will fall to the State, 


as will fully make up that Loſs, which they may as 


well take away, as their Predeceſſors did the Reve- 


nues of Abbeys and Monaſteries ; and when the 


Peopleare eaſed of Tithes, they will be better able, 


and more willing, to enlarge the publick Treaſury, 
if it be found wanting. | 2 
| | But 
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| The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. | 
But it's hoped, our State rather looks at the 


Freedom of the People, than the Increaſe of the 
Revenue; ſeeing ſo lately they took away the Pro- 


fits of the Court of Wards, which was a much bet- 


ter and greater Income, and granted many great 


Men ſuch Freedom fer nothing, as they could nei- 
ther in Right claim, nor in Reaſon expect, without 
a very greatSum, their Eſtates being given to them 
to hold by ſuch Services; and ſurely, they will not 
deny the poorer Sort of People their own and dear 
bought Increaſe. | 
Secondly, To Impropriators, and ſuch as have more 
| lately bought Tithe-Rents. 


And to theſe I ſay, though it be a general Rule, 
Caveat Emptor *, yet ſeeing the Ignorance of former 
Days (but peeping out of Popery) did take it. for 
granted (both Buyer and Seller) that the Title was 
good]; and ſince the Purchaſers did pay great Sums 
of Money for them tothe State, which went to the 


bearing and defraying the publick Charge of the 


Nation, it is juſt, that they have amoderate Price 


for them, with which I believe moſt (if not all) of 


them, would be well pleaſed and content ; only in 
the Eſtimate of that Rate they muſt conſider, that 
they have bought no more, but what the Abbey, 
Monaſtery, or other diſſolved Houſe had; and 
theſe Houſes, out of their appropriate 'Tithes, were 
to find a ſufficient Prieſt or Curate, Canonically 
inſtituted, which was to have Allowance at the Diſ- 
cretion of the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, and alſo a 


convenient Portion of the Tithe was to be ſet apart 
for the Yearly Maintenance of the Poor of the 


Pariſh for ever, as is provided by divers Acts of 
Parliament. And after the Diſſolution and Sale of 
Tithes, the like Charge was, and ought to be con- 


tinued upon them, as at large is proved in a 
_ 8 5 Treatiſe: 


1 Let the Purchaſer mind that. 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, c. WW 
Treatiſe, called The poor Vicar*s Plea; and let but 5 
ſuch Purchaſers look to their original Grants, and 
they ſhall find, that the Yearly Value was but little, 
and the Rate ſmall after which they paid for them; 
and in regard to the Charges and Hazards upon 
them, they were ſeldom, or never, eſteemed more 
worth than ten. Years Purchaſe, and that Rate, at 
an indifferent Yearly Value, may well be accepted 
for them. OG | | 
a This Anſwer will pleaſe the Impropriator well, 
who hath not been without his Fears to loſe his 
Tithes, and get little or nothing for them ; and it 
© cannot much diſpleaſe others, becauſe it is equal 
and juſt, that ſeeing he cannot have what is bought, 
> [MW ic have his Money returned without Loſs. 
r But the great Difficulty ſeemeth the raiſing of ſo 
r zrcat a Sum of Money, and who ſhall pay it? 
s For firſt, there are many who plead, Our Lands are 
is {Wholly Tithe-free : Others ſay, we pay a Rate, or 
je [MI /nal! Preſcription- Rent, or have a modus decimandi, 
je ond our Tithe is very ſmall, though cur Lands be of 
e [rd Value. Others ſay, We have converted our 
of Lands into Paſtures, and pay little Tithe ;, and there- 
n re it ſeems not equal, that we ſhould pay as much 
at Ms thoſe, whoſe Lands conſiſt of Tillage, whoſe Titbes  _.. 
7, Ice often as much worth as the Land. e 
3 T anſwer, That the raiſing of this Sum, is not 
re se follow the Rate of Tithe, nor hath it any re- 
y lation to Tithe ; for if it had, many would as juſtly 
. cruple the Payment of any Thing towards it, as 
a they do the Payment of Tithes ; but the Caſe muſt 
be thus conſider d: At the Diſſolution, Tithes of 
Abbeys, Monaſteries, Sc. were taken into the 
Hand of the State, they ſold them, and the Money 
raiſed, went to the defraying and carrying on the 
great Charge then upon the Nation, as it was of 


n- tC h 
a Ie in our Days, when Tithe-Rents were ſold; 
ſe. ad at that Day, there were Wars with France 


and 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, &. 
and Scotland, and many great Exigencies of State, as 
the Statutes for the Ground of the Diſſolution ſhew : 
And in the Service and Uſe of thoſe Moneys, the 

whole Nation, and every Man therein, had his 
Share, and ſo far as thoſe Moneys went, the People 
were ſpared, as the Caſe was with us of late; and 
ſo he that had Land Tithe-free, and he that paid 
only a ſmall Rate for Tithes, and he that had Paſ- 
tures and no Tillage, all theſe ſhared in the Sum, 
yea, and the very Impropriator himſelf, and not 
according to the Proportion of Tithing, but aceord- 
ing to the Value of their Eſtates in Lands or Goods, 
by which they had been otherwiſe chargeable : And 
ſo the Impropriator depoſiting fo much Money 
upon a Pledge, the one being required, the other 
muſt be returned, and by a general Tax it muſt be 
raiſed, wherein every one muſt bear his Proportion, 


the very Impropriator himſelf. 


But then in comes he that bought the Lands of 


Abbeys, Sc. which, he ſaith, The Pope had mad: 
Tithe-free, and that when he bought his Land, be alſo 
paid for the Tithe, and ſo be muſt either be freed 
from paying to the Impropriator, or muſt have his 


Money returned as well as he. 


J anſwer, Though there are many ſuch Pur- 
chaſers, yet I believe, to the freeing the Nation 
from this great and long continued Oppreſſion, 
they, or moſt part of them, would be content to 
contribute without any ſuch Demand. But if any 

ſtand upon it, let him ſhew what he paid for his 
Tithe, and he ſhall have it, which was not a Penny; 
for, ſearch the Court of Augmentations, and it 
will be found, that there was not in the Value of 
Land, the leaſt Difference made between Tithe- 
free, and that which paid Tithes; as there was not 
of late, in the Sale of Biſhops, and Dean and 
We: _— 2 ___ Chapters 


Chapters- Lands, many of which alſo were as much 


Their Work, as they pretend, is to preach the 


never could get uw 


are Tithe-free, or claim Cuſtoms and Preſcriptions, 
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Tithe-free ; and ſo if they bought Land Tithe- free, 
as cheap as if they had paid Tithes; they have had 
Profit enough, and may now well afford to pay 
with their Neighbours. . 
| Thirdly, To Pariſh Miniſters, Pots f a 


by 


And with theſe I defire a little to expoſtulate the 
Matter, firſt, as touching the End of tbeir Mort; 
and ſecondly, as to the Yay of their Maintenance, 


Goſpel, and to propagate Religion. Now I would 

aſk them, why they ſuffer (not only ſo many Vil- 

lages 1 Country-Towns, and Pariſhes, but) even 

great and populous Cities and Market- Towns, angg 

whole Corners of Countries, to lie deſtitute, who 

other Miniſter, than a poor 

Vicar or Reading Curate ; they will preſently an- 

ſwer me, there is no. Maintenance, and without t 5 
they cannot live. If I atk them farther, why there 2 
is no Maintenance? They will tell me, It is either | 
a City or Market- Town, to which there belongs 15 
no Land, and ſo no Tithes; or it is an Impropria- -- 
tion, and pays only a ſmall Stipend ; or the Lands bw 


and only pay fmall Rates for Tithes; or otherwiſe 

the People have converted their arable Lands into 

Paſtures, and their Tithe is of ſmall Value, and 

will not afford a Maintenance, I would yet afk | 

them again, Is not a third Part of the Nation in s 

this Condition? And mult they never have an able 

Miniſter ? Have they no Share in your Goſpel, be- 

cauſe they have no Maintenance ? Are none of you 

called to ſuch Places? Or hath Chriſt no Seed of q 

Election amongſt them? If this be not your Doc- 15 

trine, yet your Practice preacheth it. And if you 

vere really for ſpreading your Goſpet, and en- =_ 
e e as 


o 
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larging Profeſſion, you would forthwith throw a- 
way Tithes ; for ſo long as they continue, there 
can never be any Poſſibility of raiing Mainte: 
| nance in ſuch Places. 
And ſecondly, as to their Maintenance, 18 chere 
any Indifferency, Equality, Proportion or Juſtice, 
in their preſent Way of Tithing? One Man pleads 
he is to pay nothing to a Miniſter, becauſe the Pope 
| hath given him a Diſpenſation, and made his Land 
Tithe-free. Another Man faith, he hath a Pre- 
ſcription to pay but a Penny (it may be) for the 
Value of a Shilling. Another ſaith, he hath con- 
verted his Lands into Paſtures, and hath by his 
Artifice ſo ordered it, that little is due for Tithes. 
Another ſaith, he dwellsi in a City or Market-Town, 
and hath no Land, tho? it's like he gains more by 
Trade, than ten poor Country- men that pay Tithes 
do by their Lands. Another ſaith, he pays Tithe 
to an Impropriator, and he cannot afford to pay 
both him and a Miniſter. Is this your equal Way 
of Maintenance, ſo long upheld and pleaded for? 
And have you not a more righteous Rule ? The 
Rich generally pay little, and the poor Husband- 
man bears the Burthen, even he that ſupplies the 
Nation with the Staff of Bread, who is notwith- 
ſtanding at more Charge in his Husbandry than any 
other ; and out of the Tithe of ſuch Country Pa- 
riſhes of Tillage, generally great Sums are paid 
for Augmentations, to Cities and Market-Towns, 
when the Inhabitants, that have far greater Czains 
by Trading, go free. For Shame, at length fol- 
low the Example of your neighbouring Reformed 
Churches, and throw away Tithes as an old Relick 
of Popery, and no longer halt between two, and 
betake yourſelves to a more Goſpel-like Way of 
Maintenance ; for Light now breaks forth, and 
Ptetences will no longer „ ; 
Ls 
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Way of Maintenance by Tithes1s very unequal, un- 


leſs the whole Nation could be brought to quit all their 


Cuſtoms and Preſcriptions, and pay Tithe in Kind 
and alſo all Merchants and Tradeſmen would pay the 
tenth Part of their Gains, as was by the Pope en- 


joined, but that will never be done, and therefore it*s 
better to hold ſome, than looſe all; for we know not 


what better Way would be provided: But ſbe us, 


how we may have a comfortable and certain Mainte- 


nance, and more like the Goſpel, and we ſhall myſt 
willingly quit the one, and embrace the tber. 


To this I anſwer, That there is a Way, which 
as it would eſtabliſh the Nation upon a ſure Foun- 
dation of true Freedom (as to the Conſcience) 
giving Content to all ſeparated Congregations, 


_—_ and Perſons ; ſo would it upon the ſame 
Baſts of Liberty, hold forth full Satisfaction to all 
People of the Nation, both as to Miniſtry and 
Maintenance, and would be as acceptable to every 
one, as the taking away Tithes. But I have ſaid 
enough at once, and when this 1s a little digeſted, 
the other will be more fit to be propoſed. 

Only to ſuch as fear Confuſion, or Trouble, 
or Loſs: to the Nation, by taking away Tithes, 
| would ſay a few Words: Do but look into al- 
moſt every Country- Town, and there ſhall you find 
Debate, Strife and Variance, either between Man 
and Man, or between Pariſhes and their Miniſters, 
either about Tithe itſelf, the Quantity, or the ſct- 


ting it out; look into Courts, and there you ſhall 


find Suit upon Suit; and at Aſſizes, and before 
Juſtices of Peace, Multitudes of Trials and Judg- 
ments about them: Look into Priſons, and there 
you ſhall find not a few reſtrained, and lying under 
great Oppreſlions, becauſe they cannot pay them: 
And theſe Suits and Tronbles are daily increaſing, 
. F232 aud 


It's like you will anſwer, Me confeſs, the preſent 
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and the Number of thoſe that will not pay them, 


and theſe are no ſmall Confuſions in our State; for 


it is evident, there are more Suits, and Strife, and 
Difference about Tithes, than any one Thing what- 
ſoever in the Nation; and how Gon might all theſe 
be ended, and every one ſatisfied, by taking away 
Tithes? And then do bit look upon the many 
Moors, Commons and Waſtes, in the Nation, 
amounting to a full third Part of the whole, as hath 
been computed, to the many great Paſtures and 
| Meadows decayed for want of Tillage, to the 
many Countries which are turned into Paſtures and 
Meadows, becauſe of the great Charge of Tillage, 


Husbandry, and the unreaſonable Payment of a 


clear tenth Part, which in moſt Places is half the 
Profit; and it will be found, nothing does ſo much 
hinder the Improvement of the Nation, which 
would-eaſe the publick Burdens, and would ſoon 
be of more Advantage than Firſt-fruits and Tenths. 
Nothing ſo much hinders Tillage, which often puts 
the Nation upon Hazard of Ruin, and forceth us 
to ſeek: Bread out of other Countries at immoderate 
Rates; whenas this Nation 1s generally ſo fit for 
Corn, that it might be as a rich Granary, not only 
for our own Supply, but Relief of our Neighbours 
when they want. I might ſay a great deal more 
upon this Subject, but much to this Purpoſe hath 
been ſaid by others, and therefore I ſhall conclude. 
And let no Man benceforth think it ſtrange, that 
ny ſhould refuſe to pay Tithes but rather wonder, 
Og oo, ! 
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8 HE only Command from God, that we 

; read of in Holy Scripture, for the Pay- 

© ment of 'Tithes, was given by Moſes, to the 

© People of Iſrael, in the Time of the Levitical 

Law. Then God firſt reſerved to himſelf the 

© Tithe of the Land of Canaan, Lev. xxvii. 30. which 

© he did for this reaſon, that, intending to take the 

Tribe of Levi more peculiarly into his Service (as 

© he did, Numb. iii. 6. inſtead of, or in Exchange 

for all the Firſt-born of Jrael, Ver. 12, 13, and 

© 45. and Chap. viii. Ver. 18. Having before re- 

( ſerved and appropriated the Firſt-born to himſelf, 

v Exod. xiii. 2.) he might beſtow thoſe Tithes on 
F 3 e 


an Aer i 
© the Levites, for and towards the Maintenance of 
that whole Tribe, as a Reward for their Service 
© in the Tabernacle of the Congregation, Numb. 
© xvili. 21, 31. and in lieu of, and Compenfation 
for, their Part or Share of and in the Land of 
© Canaan, which thereupon they were expreſly cut 
© off from, Ver. 20, 23, 24. 5 
2. Now although it was grounded on a Prin- 
c ciple of moral Juſtice and Equity, that the Le- 
© vites, thus engaged in a continual Attendance on 
ca publick Service, and ſhut out from their Share 
in the Inheritance of the promiſed Land, ſhould 
é < receive a ſufficient Maintenance from them for 
© whom they performed that Service, and who en- 
« joyed their Part of the Land: Yet the aſcertain- 
ing of the Quota of that Maintenance to the exact 
Proportion of a fenth Part of the Increaſe of the 
Land, was not grounded on moral Juſtice, but 
© had its Dependance on the Ceremonial Lau, 
adapted and limited to the Polity of that Diſ- 
* penfation and People only. And that it might 
not be extended beyond its appointed Time and 
* Bounds, it pleafed the Divine Wiſdom, to ſubject 
it to ſuch Ceremonial Circumſtances, as plainly 
© rank it amongſt thoſe carnal Ordi nances (Rites or 
© Ceremonies) which were impoſed but till the Time 
© of Reformation, ſpoken of Heb. ix. 10. For as 
© God appointed the Levites to be offered for a 
© UWave-Offering by Moſes, in the Name and on the 
© Behalf of the Children of /jrae/, when he ſaid to 
© Moſes, Thou ſhalt bring the Levites to the Taber- 
© nacle of the Congregation, and thou ſhalt. gather 
© the whole Aſſembly of the Children of Iſrael tog:- 
© ther, and thou ſhalt bring the Levites before the 
Lord, and the Children of Iſrael ſhall put their 
©. Hanas upon the Levites: And Aaron ſhall offer 
© (in the Margin Wave) the Levites before tht 
Lord, for an Offering (in the Margin Wave: 
| _ „ Donny 
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of || © Offering) of the Children of Iſrael, that they may 
ce | © execute the Service of the Lord. Numb. viii. , 
b. 10, It. So the Tithes, which were aſſigned for 
on | © the Maintenance of the Levites, were to be firſt 
of offered, by the People, as an Heave-Offering unto 
ut i the Lord. (The 1ithes of the Children of Iſrael, 
* which they offer as an Heave-Offering unto the 
in- © Lord, I have given to the Levites, Sc. Numb. 
Le- viii. 24.) And even the Tithe of thoſe Tithes, 
on © which the Levites were to yield unto the Prieſts, 
are were to be offered by the Levites, as an Heave- 
ad WW © Offering to the Lord, before the Prieſts might 
for i © have them. Thus ſpeak unto the Levites, (ſaid 
en- © God to Maſes) and ſay unto them, When ye tate 
in- * of the Children of Iſrael the Tithe which I have 
act given you from them for your Inheritance; then ye 
the i © ſhall offer up an Heave-Offering of it for the Lord, 
but i © even a tenth Part of the Tithe, And this your 
aw, MW © Heave-Offering ſhall be reckoned unto you, as tho 
Di- it were the Corn of the Threſhing-floor,  &c. Thus 
ght © ye alſo ſball offer an Heave-Offering unto the Lord, 
ind WW © of all your Tithes, which ye receive of rhe Children, 
ject WM © of Ifrael: And ye ſhall give there of the Lord's 
ny © Heave-Offering to Aaron the Prieſt, Ver. 26, 27, 
; 


28. This makes it evident, beyond doubting, 
ime Ml © that the Tithes which were given by the People 
as to the Levites, and by the Levites to the Prieſts, 
ra © under the Law, had their Dependance on the 
the i © Ceremonial Law, as that Prieſthood had; and 
diol were toſtand no longer than that Law and that 
ber- © Prieſthood ſtood : Which was but till Shiloh came, 
ther and by the Offering of himſelf once for all, had 
6g © putanEnd to all the ſhadowy Offerings under 
4% © that Law. | 

heir F 3. This the Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
fer il © brews did ſo well underſtand, that he poſitive- 
tut © ly declared, that the Levitical Prieſthood _ 
av i © changed, there was m of Neceſſity a Change a 7 
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of the Law, (of that Law, by which that Prieſt- 


hood and the Maintenance of it had ſtood (See 
Heb, vii. 12, And tis alſo evident from Scrip- 
ture and primitive Antiquity, that neither the 
Apoſtles themſelves, nor (for ſome Ages after 


them) any of the Chriſtians did meddle with, or 
at all concern themſelves about Tithes; but let 
them totally fall, as they did the other abrogated 
Part, viz. Offerings, Sc. and of the Ceremonial 
Law of Moſes. 


4. But after that the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
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- © which in the Apoſtles Time began to work 

"© (2 1hefſ. ii. 7.) had wrought to that Degree 
amongſt ſome Chriſtians, and had drawn them ſo 
far from the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel, 
as to form and model the Church in many 
Things, by and according to the Fewiſh Pattern, 
amongſt other Ceremonial Parts of the 7ewifb' 
Religion, which had been aboliſhed by the 


Coming and Death of Chriſt, Tithes were preach- 


ed up again (about the Latter-end of the fourth 
Century, and Beginning of the fifth) by ſome, at 
| firſt, under the Notion of Alms and Charity (be- 
cauſe Part of the Tithes under the Levitical Law 
were appointed for the Maintenance of the Fa- 
therleſs, the Widow, and the Stranger, Deut. xiv. 
28, 29 ) and by others, as then ſtill due by the 


Moſaic Law, which had required them to be paid 


to the Levitical Prieſthood. Which Plea after- 
wards (Corruptions increaſing in the Church, and 
in thoſe eſpecially who were called the Church- 


men, or Clergy) more and more prevailing, the 
Payment of Tithes was re- introduced, as due by 


thoſe Leviticel Laws, which had been given to 
.the Iſraelites of old. And upon that Bottom 
Tithes have ſtood, been claimed, and the Claim 


defended unto this Day. 
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7 he Great Caſe je Tirhes, G. 
c 5. Now, not only he that thus claims and re- 


ceives Tithes; but he that conſents to, and com- 
@'plies: with ſuch Claim, by paying Tithes thus 
brought in, and thus claimed, doth thereby im- 
« plicitly, and virtually (at leaſt) deny that Chriſt 
has put an End to the Ceremonial Law of Moſes, 
and conſequently that he is come, and hath ſuf- 


© fered in his Fleſh for Mankind. And that this 
© may appear as plain as is poſlible, I ſhall draw 


© the Matter into an Argument, thus: 
* To uphold any Thing, as ſtill in Force, which 


* was to be taken away, and ceaſe at and b 

the Death of Chriſt, is to deny that Chrift 18 

© come, and hath ſuffered in his Fleſh for 
Mankind. 


But to receive, or pay Tithes now, is to up- 


© hold a Thing, as ſtill in Force, which was 


© to be taken away, and ceaſe at and by the 


Death of Chriſt : | 
© Therefore to receive, or pay Tithes now, is to 
deny that Chriſt is come, and hath ſuffered i in 
his Fleſh for Mankind. 


The Mayor muſt be granted, and the Minor J J 


thus prove. 

»Whatſoever was 4 Part of the Ceremontiad 
Law of Moſes, was to be taken away; and 
ceaſe at and by the Death of Coriſt; 

© But Tithes were a Part of the Ceremonial Law 
© of Moſes; 


Therefore Tithes were to be taken away, and 


© ceaſe at and by the Death of Chriſt : 
© The Major here again is unexceptionable ; and 
the Minor is thus proved: 
© Every Heave Offering among the Fews was 
a Part of the Ceremonial Law of Moſes ; 
But Tithes were an „„ among the 


© Jews, Numb. xviii. 24. 
Therefore 
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* ue ker Tithes were a Part of the Ceremo- 


_ © mial Law of Mpſes. 
© 6. By this it appears, that without Regard had 
of the Perſon to whom, or the Uſe for which 


Tithes are paid, the paying of Tithes (as well as 
the receiving them) being 4 Part of the abro- 


gated Ceremonial Law of Moſes, imports a De- 


nial of the Coming and Death of Chr. Hence 
it is, that Tithes have been, and are commonly 


called Antichriſtian, or againſt Chriſt. And hence 
hath ariſen that Saying (often uſed not only by 


our antient Friends, but by ſome of the Martyrs 


long before) viz. He that pays Tithes, doth thereby 
deny that Chriſt is come in the Fl:ſh. That Con- 
cluſion could not have been drawn, from the pay- 
ing of Tithes to a wrong Miniſtry, or for a wrong 
Uſe only, though ſuch Payment be evil : Nor 
could any Thing juſtify that Inference, but the 
Conſideration that Tithes, depending on the Cere- 
momal Law of Moſes, which muſt of neceſſity 
and in courſe fall, and ceaſe when Chriſt ſuffered; 

the paying of Tithes carries in it af uppoſal, that 
that Law is not yet ceaſed, but is ſtill in Force: 

And conſequently that Crit, whoſe Death muſt 


needs have ended it, is not yet come, nor has yet 


ſuffered 1 in his Fleſh for Mankind. 

* 7. That other Objection, not leſs 3 than 
common againſt paying Tithes to the Clergy, 
ſo called, viz. The Unlawſulneſs of upholding a 
ſalſe Ministry, to perform a falſe Worſhip (being 
itſelf ſo clear and plain, that it needs no IIluſtra- 


© tion) I ſhall, in this Diſcourſe, no farther meddle 


with, than to obſerve in my way, how far it may 


affect thoſe Tithes alſo „which the Impropriators 


claim. Wherefore having premiſed what is ſaid 
before concerning Tithes in general, to what 
Hand, or for what Uſe ſoever paid, let us now 


5 << inquire into thoſe Tithes, which are called In- 
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<1, HA theſe Tithes, which are claimed 
1 by the Impropriators, are of the ſame 
Nature, and ſtand originally on the ſame Root 
and Ground, on which the other Tithes ſtand, 
© which are claimed and exacted by the Prieſts, is 


© evident from hence, that they were all hereto- 


© fore, theſe as well as thoſe, claimed by, and paid 
to ſome or other of the Romiſb Clergy, or their 


© Appendices, the religious Orders, ſo called, and 


Tithes were paid to thoſe religious Orders or 
Houſes; as being due to God, by Virtue of the 
Levitic Law; as well as the other Tithes were 
© paid to the Pariſh-Priefts, on the ſame ſuppoſed 
Right, from the ſame Law. But how theſe 
Tithes came to thoſe religious Houſes firſt, and 


EE 


c 
* how afterwards from them to the Impropriators 
8 


is next to be inquired. _. 

2. Until the Lateran 8 (ſo named, be- 
cauſe it was holden in the Pope's Palace at Rome, 
called the Lateran) in the Year 1215, it was in 
the Choice of every Man to give his Tithes to 
what Church he pleaſed, ſo he gave them to 
ſome Church. And even after that Council, the 


. 


— «a «a 


5 * Popes, as Heads of that Church, by ther diſ- 


* pencing Power, did give leave to ſuch as would 
* ſue, and pay for it, to give their Tithes from the 
© Pariſh-Prieſt, to ſuch Order of religious People 
(whether Monks, Friars, or Nuns) as they were 
beſt affected to. By which Means, the Pariſh- 
FRG (called Seculars) and thoſe of the ſeveral 


religious 


0 
* 
k 


upon the ſame Foot. That is, Theſe Impropriate : 
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An ArPHpEN OI x to the 
religious Orders (called by a general Title, Regu- 
lars) being left to ſcramble as they eould, for 
Maintenance, the Kegulars (mendicant Friars, 
and others) ſwarming in all Places, and pretend- 
ing, at leaſt, to greater Sanctity, and Auſterity 
of Life, than the Pariſh-Prieſts, prevailed with 
the People, either living or dying, to give not 
only very conſiderable Eſtates in Lands, but 
alſo the Tithes of other Lands, and of whole 
- Pariſhes, from the Pariſh-Prieſts, to their religious 
6 Houſes or Convents. [ 

* 3. The Tithes or Parſonages, 8 given, were 
© then called Appropriations, becauſe they were 
dg: to this, that, or the other religious 

ouſe or Convent. And I have read, that 

there were in England about 3845 Parſonages 
thus appropriated. And as Tithes were then held 
© to be due to God and holy Church ; and thoſe re- 
© ligious Orders were reputed a Part of that 
© Church: So the Tithes as well as the Lands thus 
© given them, were continued to them, and poſ- 
; elles by them, till that general Storm aroſe, in 
K. Henry 8. his Time, which overturned thoſe 
religious Houſes and Orders together. And here, 
Aby the way it may be noted, That while thoſe 
© religious Houſes ſtood, a great Part of the Lands 
< which had been given to them, were, by Papal 
5 Authority exempted from paying Tithes: Whence 
© it is, that many of thoſe Eſtates, which had be- 
© longed to choſe religious Houſes, remain diſ- 
; charged from the Burthen of Tithes ſtill. 
* 4 As Tithes were ſet up here on the Authority 
« of the Levitic Law, and in Imitation of the 
Jeu ſh Practice, conſonant to that Law: So while 
© thoſe religious Houſes ſtood, and the Pope's 
Power prevailed here, not only the Seculars or 
© Pariſh-Prieſts, but all thoſe Regulars who received 


, II0S.. were bound to pay the Tenths out of the 
© Tues 
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The Great Ca ſe of Tithes, &c. 


© Tithes they received to the Head of their Church, 
© the Pope, as the Levites, under the Ceremonial 
C Law, were required to do to the Prieſts. 


© 5. But after that K. Hen. 8. (upon a Quarrel | 
© between the Pope and him, about his Divorce 


© from his firſt Queen Catharine, which he earneſtly 
© deſired, and the Pope would not grant) fell off 
i from the Pope, (though not from Popery : For 


© after that, he retained the moſt pernicious Doc- 


© trines of the Romiſh Church, contained in the ſix 
Articles, and burnt ſome for denying them) he 
© threw off the Pope's Supremacy here, and aſſumed 


© it to himſelf; declaring himſelf, and being de- 


* clared, firſt by the Clergy in their Convocation, 
© and ſoon after by Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
© ment, 7he only ſupream Head in Earth of the 
C Church of England. This was done by the Statute 
© of 26 Hen. 8. c. 1. And therein it is enacted, 
* That the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings of 
* this Realm, ſpall be taken, accepted and reputed 


© the only ſupream Head in Earth of the Church of 


England. And ſhall have and enjoy, annexed and 
© united to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, as wwe!l 
* the Title and Stile thereof, as all Honours, Digni- 
© ties, Pre-eminences. Furiſdiftions, Privileges, Au- 
* thorities, Immunities, Profits and Commodities to the 
* ſaid Dignily of ſupream Head of the ſame Chw ch Be- 
* longing and appertaining, And ſhall have ſull Power 
and Authority, from time to time, to viſit t, repreſs, 
* redreſs, reform, order, correft, reſtrain and amend 
all ſuch Errors, Herefies, Abuſes, Offences, Con- 
tempts and Enormities whatſoever they be, which by 
any manner of ſpiritual Authority and Turiſdittion 
ought, or may lawfully be reformed, repreſſed, or- 
* dered. redreſſed, corretted, reſtrained or amended, 


Ke. By which it is evident, the Intention of the 


Parliament then was to transfer, confer and ſettle 
l unto and . K. Henry allthe Powers,Profits and 


6 Privileges, 
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Privileges, which had been before ſuppoſed to be 


in, or belong to, or had been enjoyed or exerciſed 


by the Pope, while he was received as ſupream 
Head of the Church. LE : 


6. And therefore, as the Pope, while he re- 


tained the Supremacy here, had the Firſt. fruits 


(which are the Profits of every Spiritual or Eccle. 


ſiaſtical Living for one Year) upon the advancing 
of any Eccleſjaſtical Perſon to ſuch a Living; 
and alſo the 'Tenths, that 1s, the tenth Part of all 


the Tithes : So theſe two Revenues, as appen- 
dant to that Supremacy, followed it; being ſet- 


tled on the King, in the ſame Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, wherein the Supremacy was veſted in him. 


The Words of the Statute, 26 H. 8. c. 3. re- 


lating to the F:7/t-ſruits, are theſe. I hai for the 
more ſurety of Continuance and Hugmentation of his 
Highneſs Royal Eſtate, being not only naw recog- 
nized (as he always indeed hath heretofore been) 
the only ſupream Head in Earth, next and imme- 
diatziy under God, of the Church of England, but 
alſo their moſt aſſured and undoubted natural Sove- 


* reign Liege, Lord and King, &. It may therefore 


be enacted and ordained by, &c, That ihe King's 
H:ghneſs, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings of this 
Kealm, ſhall have and enjoy from time to time, 10 


© endure for ever, of every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, 


which at any Time after the firſt Day of January 
next ſhall be nominated, elected, per fected, preſented, 


collated, or by any other means appointed to have any 


Archbilboprick, Albacy, Monaſjle'y, Priory, Col- 
lege, Hoſpital, Archaeaconry, Deanry, Provojtſhip, 
Pretend, Parſonage, Vicarage, Chauntry, Free- 


Chapel, or other Dignity, Benefice, Office, or Pro- 


motion Spiritual, within this Realm, or elſewhere 
within any of the King's Dominions, of what Name, 
Nature, or Quality ſoever they be, or to whoſe 
Foundation, Patronage, or Gift joever they * , 
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The Great Cafe of Tithes, Ic. 

„%% || * the Firft-Fruits, Revenues and Profits for one Year 
d * of every ſuch Archbiſhoprick, Biſhoprick, Abbey, 

g 5 Parſonage, Vicarage, & c. 
Then (after Proviſions made for finding out the 
© Value of thoſe Spiritual Livings, and for paying, 
© receiving and recovering thoſe F1r/t-fruits) the 
© Settlement of the Tenths (that other Part of the 
© Pope's Revenue) upon the King, follows, in the 
'S $ ſame Statute in their Words. . 
ll And over this, be it enacted by Authority afore- 
* ſaid, that the King's Majeſty, his Heirs and Suc- 


* ceſſors, Kings of this Realm, for more Augmenta- 
© tion and Maintenanre of the Royal Eftate of his 
N. Inperial Crown and Dignity of ſupream Head of 
„be Church of England, ſhall Yearly have, take, 
1 enjoy and receive, united and knit to his Imperial 
5 © Crown for ever, one V ny Rent or Penſion, 

| © amounting 10 the Value of the tenth Part of all 
3 BN © the Revenues, Rents, Farms, Tithes, Offerings, 
2 Emolumenis, and of all other Profits, as well called 
„Spiritual asTemporal, now appertaining ar belong- 
ut ing, or that hereafter ſhall belong to any Arch. 
'% | © b1/hoprick, Biſhoprick, Abbacy, Monaſtery, Priory, 
„e © Archdeaconry, Deanry, Hoſpital, College, Houſe- 
Collegiate, Prebend, Cathedral-Church,Collegiate- 
Church, Conventual- Chu/ ch, Parſonage, Vicarage, 
4% i © Chauntry, Free-Chapel, or other Benefice or Pro- 
1, * motion, Spiritual, of what Name, Nature, or Qua- 
ry * lity ſoever they he, within anyDioceſsof this Realm, 
2 © or in Wales, Oc. And ſo goes on to direct the 
y | © Time, Place and Manner of Payment of theſe 
/- | © Tenths, with the Penalty for Non-payment. 


Pp, © 7. Thus were theſe two great Pillars of Papal 


2 Supremacy (Hirſt-ſruits and Tenths) transferr'd 
„from che Pope, (the old Head) to the King, (the 
re new Head of the Church,) to ſupport and main- 
16, | © tain that Headſhip in him. as they had done before 
oſe in the Pope. Which Eccleſiaſtical Headſhip the 
g, 0 | | 


* King 


he 


"ie rr te 


6 King was no ſooner poſſeſſed of, than he began 
to exerciſe it amongſt thoſe religious Orders, ſup- 
* preſling (as Herbert, in his Life, p. 379, relates) 
© the Obſervant Friars at Greenwich, Canterbury, 
* Richmond, and other Places, and ſubſticuting the 
[ Auguſtines in their Places. "Which be did (ſays 
HFerbert there) for the finding out how his People 
© would take his Deſign of putting down "_ 
Houſes: To which he proceeded the next 
© beginning with the leſſer Sort, and ſuppreſſing all 
© thoſe Monaſteries, Priories, and other religious 
0 * Houſes of Monks, Canons, and Nuns, which had 
not in Lands, Tenements, Rents, Tithes, Por- 
tions and other Hereditaments, above the clear 
Vearly Value of two Hundred Pounds. By 
which means 376 of thoſe religious Houſes being 
diſſolved, a Revenue of above thirty Thouſand 
Pounds a Year, beſides an hundred Thouſand 
Pounds in Money raiſed by Sale, at low Rates, 
of the Goods and Chattels, of thoſe Houſes (a 
Sym not ſmall in that Age) came to the King, 
for Support of his Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy. 
8. The Statute, which countenanced this Pro- 
ceeding, is the 27 of Hen. 8. cap. 28. And a new 
Court, called the Court of Augmentations, was then 
erected and ſettled by Parliament, for receiving and 
ordering theſe new acceſſional Revenues : The 
AQ for which, in our printed Statute-books, is ſet 
before that for theSuppre {lion of thoſe leſſer Mona- 
ſteries. But though that, for ſuppreſſing thoſe Mo- 
naſteries, be, by an Hyſteroſis, ſet after that for eſta. 
bliſhing the Court of Augmentations ; yet it mult 
bare been made before it; for it 1s recited i in it. 
In that Statute, 27 "Hen. 8 c. 28. for ſup- 
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made of Monaſterics, Abbies and Priories, which, 
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tute, had been given -and granted to the King 
by any Abbot, Prior, Abbeſs or Prioreſs, under 


their 


3 thoſe ſinaller Monaſteries, mention is 


within one Year before the making of that Sta- 
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- The Great Caſe of Tithes, c. | 
© their Convent-Seal, or that otherwiſe had been 
© ſuppreſſed, or diſſolved. All which were, by 


that Statute confirmed to the King, and to 
_ © all thoſe, unto whom the King either then before 


© had conveyed, or then after ſhould convey any 
© Part or Parts thereof; To hold to them in like 
* Manner, Form and Conditions, as, the Abbots, 
© Priors, Abbeſſes, Prioreſſes, and other chief 
© Governours of any religious Houſes, which had 


© the ſame, might or ought to have had if they 


© had not been ſuppreſſed For upon the King's 
falling (as was noted before) upon the Obſervant 
© Friars at Greenwich, and other Places, ſome of 
© the more conſiderate of the Abbots, Priors, &c. 
6 ſeeing the Storm ariſing, which then threatned, 
and ſoon after brought Deſtruction on thoſe 
© Orders, thought it better Policy to comply with 
the Times, and ſurrender upon Terms, in ho 
to ſave ſomething, than hold out to the laſt, as 
many did, and loſe all. VNN 
10. And indeed, the ſuppreſſing of thoſe 375 
© leſſer Monaſteries, ſtruck ſo great a Fear into the 
© greater, that the Statute made four Years after 
* 31 Hen. 8. cap. 13.) whereby the reſt of the reli- 
gious Houſes were given to the King, recites, 
© That divers and ſundry Abbots, &c. of their own 
© free and voluntary Mind, fince the fourth of Feb. 
in the 27 of his Reign, had by due Order of Law, 
and by their ſufficient Writings of Record, under 
© their Convent and Common Seais, ſeverally given, 
granted, and confirmed to the King, his Heirs and 
* Succeſſors for ever, all their ſaid Monaſteries, Ab- 
© beys, Priories, &c. and all the Manours, Lordſhips, 
Lands, Tenements, Tithes, &c. to them belonging; 
© and had voluntarily renounced, left and forſaken ibe 
Came. And therefore, in the ſaid Statute it 
(is enacted, That the King hall have, hold, &c. 
call ſuch late Monaſteries, &c. and all the Sites, 
„ G Cirtuits, 
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; © Circuits, Manours, Lands, Tenements, &c. there. 
© wnto belonging. In the Enumeration of the Par- 

| © ticulars. whereof, (which are many) Tithes, Par- 
ſonages, Appropriate, and Vicarages are expreſly 

© mentioned. All which (as likewiſe all other reli- 

© gious Houſes, with the Revenues thereof, which 

© ſhould thereafter be diſſolved, ſuppreſſed, relin- 

| © quiſhed, forfeited, or given to the King, and 

© which by that Statute are ſettled on him) he 

© was to hold and enjoy, in as large and ample 

© Manner and Form, as the late Abbots, c. had 

| © held, or of Right ought to have held the ſame, 
in Right of their ſaid late Monaſteries, c. c 

© x1. From hence this Obſervation ariſes. That 

l ſince thoſe religious Orders did hold the Tithes Ml « 
© which they poſſeſſed, upon the ſuppoſed Right of 
| '< their being due #o God and Holy Church; which 
* 

c 

c 

. 

c 


c they held themſelves, and were by others holden 
to be a Part of; and the King received thoſe 
© 'Tithes and Parſonages (amongſt the reſt of the 
© Revenues of the religious Houſes) as well thoſe 

© that were reſigned to him by the Governours of 
_ >» thoſe Houſes themſelves, as the reſt which by Act 
of Parliament he took, upon the ſame Right on 
© which thoſe religious Orders had holden them: 
He alſo muſt hold them upon that ſuppoſed} « 
Right of their being due to God and Holy Church; « 

© which he then held himſelf, and was holden by 
all, both Clergy and Laity, to be the only 8. 

« pream Head of here in England. And as upon 

«© that ſuppoſed Right (of their being due to C 
and Holy Church) on which the religious Houſes « 

© held them, they paſſed them from thoſe Houſc |} « 
to the King, as Supream Head of the Church : Sol « , 
on the ſame ſuppoſed Right (of their being duet 
10 God and Holy Church) they paſſed from th] ( 

.« King, as Supream Head of the Church, to thoſd ( f. 

+ (whether Spiritual or Lay-Perſons) unto * 
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King granted them. For they ſtuck not long in 


© the King's Hand; but he, of his own meer 
© Motion, Liberality and Benignity (as the Statute 
© in the 33d Year of his Reign, cap. 39 relates 

© had by that Time freely given and granted, c. 


+ unto divers and ſundry of the Lords and Nobles, 
© as well Spiritual as Temporal, and unto divers 


and many other Perſons and Bodies-politick, &c. 
© divers and many ſundry Honours, 


© Refories, &c. 


« 


12. But great Care was taken to retain and | 
keep up the Character of Spirituality, which had 


formerly been ſtamped upon thoſe Rectories, Par- 
* ſonages, and other Revenues by Tithes, into what 


* Hands ſoever they were paſſed. And therefore, 


© by the Statute of 32 Hen. 8. cap. 7. in Caſe of 


© with-holding, or denying to pay the Tithes, all 


© Perſons claiming them ( /mpropriators as well as 
© Priefts)are reſtrained from ſuing inthe 'Temporal 
Courts, and limited to the Eccleſiaſtical or Spiri- 
© tual Courts only, for the Recovery of them. +, 

Iz. And that they might ſtill have Dependence 
©-upon the Supremacy, Care was taken, from the 


© firſt, by the Statute of 27 Hen. 8, cap. 27. That 


none of theſe Eſtates, which then had come, or 
* ſhould come, from any of thoſe religious Houſes 
to the King, ſhould paſs from him by Grant 
© to any Perſon whatſoever, without an expreſs 


( Reſervation of a 'Tenth. And in a ſubſequent 


© Statute (33 Hen. 8. cap. 39) Complaint being 
© made, that although out of thoſe Grants, which 
the King had made to ſundry Perſons, of Ho- 
© nours, Caſtles, Manours, Lands, 'Tenements,Rec- 
© tories, Ec. (which were under the Survey of the 
Court of Augmentations ) the Tenths had been re- 
© ſerved; yet the Perſons unto whom ſuch Grants 


© had been made, though they had quietly enjoyed 
1 82 * and 


2 ; 


83 


aſtles, Ma- 


© nours, Lands, Tenements, and among the reſt, 


n 


and n the Iſſues and Profits of thoſe Lands, 
Rectories, Ec. had not paid the reſerved Tenths 
to the King: Proviſion was made in that Statute, 
by ſeveral Forfeitures and Nomine-Pænæ's to en- 
£ force the Payment thereof. 
© Nor was Care taken of the Eccleſi . Head 
© (the King) only, but of the Eccleſiaſtical Mem- 
© bers (the Clergy) alſo : Many, if not moſt, of 
© which had Penſions, or Portions iſſuing out of 
© thoſe Parſonages, Rectories, or other Spiritual 
© Benefices (as they were counted) which the re- 
© ligious Orders held : For, beſides that upon the 
© increaſing of thoſe Appropriations, whereby the 
© Pariſh-Prieſts were pinch*d, there had been Pro- 
; viſion made early, in the Time of King Richard 
© the Second, for the Vicars, as well as for the 
© Poor ; the Statute of 1 5 Rich. 2. c. 6. directing, 
« That, upon the Appropriation of ſuch Churches, ri 
c 6 e of the Place (or Biſhop of the Dioceſs) 
* ſpall ordain, according to the Value of ſuch Churches, 
4 convenient Sum of Money to be paid and Afri. 
© buted Yearly, of the Fruits and Profits of the ſame 
© Churches, to the poor Pariſhoners : And alſo that 
the Vicar be well and ſufficiently endowed. Which 
\ © Statute (ſo far, at leaſt, as concerned the Vicar) 
© was afterwards confirmed by -another Statute of 
© 4 Hen. 4. cap. 12. Which expreſly ordains, That 
© the Statute of Appropriation of Churches, and of the 
« Endowment of Vicars in the ſame, made the 15th 
6 Year of King Rich. the Second, be firmly holden, 
and put in due Execution: I ſay, beſides theſe, 
the Statute of 34 and 25 of Hen. 8. cap. 19. 
© takes Notice, That the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
© deacons, and other Ecclefinſtical Perſons, of both 
Provinces of Canterbury and York, having for- 
merh, in right of their Churches received out of 
6 the late Monaſteries, &c. divers Penſions, and 


© other _—_ had after tbe Diſſo/u;ion of thoſe 
n Houſes, 
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* Houſes, been diſturbed and denied of the having, 


receiving and gathering of the ſaid Penſions, &c. 
© Whereupon it is, in the ſaid Statute, enacted, 


© That if any Perſon or Perſons, being Farmer or 
6 Occupier of any Manours, Lands, Tenements, Par- 


« ſonages, Benefices or other Hereditaments of any of © 
the ſaid late Monaſteries, &c. by the King's Gift, 


| Grant, Sale, Exchange, or otherwiſe, out of which 
© any ſuch Penſions, &c. have been heretofore law- 
© fully going, anſwered, or paid to any of the Arcb- 


« biſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other Eccle/iaſti- 


cal Perfons aboveſaid, do, at any Time after the 


« firſt Day of April next coming, wilfully deny the 


Payment thereof, Then it ſhall be lawful for the 
« ſaid Archbiſbops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, or other 


Ecclefſaſtical Per ſons aforeſaid, being ſo denied; to 


© be ſatisfied and paid thereof, & c. to proceed in the 
Eccleſia ſti cal Courts, for the Recovery thereof. 


* 14, By which Statute, all Penſions payable to 


* Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, or other 


© Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, that had been poſſeſſed 
thereof, at or within ten Years next, before the 


' Time of the Diffolution of the Monaſteries, out 
© of the Parſonages, Rectories, or Tithes holden 
© by the ſaid Monaſteries, Sc. are confirmed and 
g aſſured to ſuch Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdea- 
© cons, and other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons (till. 

* 18. So that, upon the whole, beſides what 
© hath been ſaid of Tithes in general, with reſpect 
© to the Judaizing, and denying of Chri/t, by the 
pay ing thereof (which extends alike to all Tithes, 
© thoſe claimed by the Impropriator, as well as 
* thoſe claimed by the Prieſt) the Impropriate 
' Tithes being generally charged, either with ſome 
Payment to the Vicars, for enlarging of their 
© Stipends, or with Penſions to the Archbiſhops, 
* Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other Eccleſiafticks : 
All ſuch of them as are ſo charged, come under 
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| the ſame Objection, that is made againſt paying 
© to the Prieſt, viz. 'The upholding of a falſe 
© Miniſtry, to perform a falſe Worſhip. And if 
© any Impropriation may be ſuppoſed to be free 
from all thoſe Charges; yet all Impropriators, as 
< well as Prieſts, being bound to pay the reſerved 
© 'Tenths to the King, as ſupream Head of the 
© Church (which were wont before to be paid to 
© the Pope, while he was owned for Head of the 
* Church) the paying of Tithes to an Impropriator, 
is a recognizing, and acknowledging of a Man 
| © (bad or good, Popiſb or Proteſtant, as it happens) 


to be the only ſuprean Head on Earth of the 


© Church. Which is to ſet an Human Head to a 


© ſpiritual Body; and to diveſt and deprive our 


© Lord Feſus Chriſt of his undoubted Right, who 
© the Apoſtle ſays expreſly, is the Head of the Body, 
© the Church, Col. i. 18. And that not of Man's 
© making or appointing ; but God, faith the Apoſtle, 
* hath given him to be Head over all 7 bings to the 
5 Chur cb, which is bis Body, Eph. i. 22, 23. 


In or abbut the Vear 1646, which was before this 
People were diſtinguiſhed for that Tenet, or the 
Nick-name of Quaker invented, ſeveral Tracts were 
eee and Remonſtrances made to the Lord 

ayor of London, againſt the Sr A Es impoſing the 
Payment of Tithes, as inconſiſtent with the Doc- 
trines of the New: Teſtament and Principles of the 
Reformation. Thoſe which have been tranſmitted 
down to us, are under the following Titles, viz. 

Tithe-Gatherers no Goſpel-Officers. 

The Indifiment of Tithes of ſeveral criminal Arti- 
cles, &c. Exhibited before the Lord Mayor of tht 
City of London, by divers Citizens. | 

A Letter to the Lord Mayor, by the Inhabitants 
of * Barking Part ſb, London, domon- 

rating 
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ſctrating that Tithes, in the Time of the Goſpel, ought 


not to be paid. 

An Anſwer given to the Lord Mayor of the City of 
London, concerning Tithes, 

Reaſons given by Thomas Bennet, concerning the 
unjuſt Exattion of Tithes : Addreſſed to Thomas 
Adams, Lord Mayor of the City of London. 

The laſt of theſe we ſhall preſent to the Reader 
as a Specimen of the whole, and to ſhew that the 
Sentiments of the People called Quakers, on this 
Article, were not ſingular, nor a we | 


; 32 Honourable, 
HERE A S J have bick theſe es 


Times commanded before your Honour, 


0 


8 and your Lordſhip's Predeceſſors, for the Denial 


ithes, and now at length you have been 
* pleaſed to permit me Freedom to deliver in mine 
© Anſwer in writing: I have therefore preſumed, 
from your Lordſhip's Permiſſion, to preſent your 
Honour with theſe enſuing Reaſons. 
* I. My Lord, if Tithes under the Goſpel be an 
* Ordinance, then they muſt be of an Evangelical 
; Inſtitution, even from the Command of Chriſt, 
© as well as other Goſpel Ordinances : But we find 
© no other Ordinance for the Exaction of Tithes 
© now, but a bare Mofaical Ordinance ; Therefore 
Tithes are no Goſpel Ordinance, | 
© 2. My Lord, Tithes were never ordained, but 
© for the Wages of Typical Services; therefore to 
continue the Wages of ſuch Work, cannot in 
Equity be without the Continuance of the Work: 
* Which is a flat Denial of Chriſt's coming in the 
c Fleſh. 
* 3. My Lord, Thoſe that had the Commit 
ment for Tithes, were only to receive them of 
their Brethren, Heb. vii. 5. that is, of the other 
« twelve Tribes : therefore not of the Gentiles; 
Eo: -” © ma 


Nicholas Waterſon.  ' 


, ęñ Wl 8 I AQ GR „ A; 


A 


* 


: Beaſt, fell to the Prieſt, mat xviii. 15. So that 
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nor were Gentiles, by that Command, bound 


thereto ; and if not in Meſes his Time, much 
leſs now. : 


4. My Lord, They were impoſed upon the 
Land of Canaan, therefore not upon England or 
Engliſhmen, being no Part of Canaan, or the 


People any of the twelve Tribes. And the Fews 
to this Day terminate the Equity of Tithes to 


their own Land, as Mr. Selden, a Member of 
- the Houſe of Commons, writeth in his Hiſtory 


of Tithes. 

© 6. My Lord, When the Law of Tidies was in 
Force, it was only of the Seed of the Ground, the 
Fruit of the Trees, and of four footed Beaſts, 
Levit. xxvii. 30, 32. Therefore the Tithe of our 
Pullen, as of Goſlins, Chickens, &c. which have 
but two Feet apiece, and cannot be reputed. to 


be of the Herd or Flock, that paſſeth under the 


Rod; nor any Tithe of Houſes, which neither 
grow, nor bring forth Seed, can be concluded 
from the Law of 'Tithes. 

* 6. My Lord, The Levites paid the Tenth of 
their Tithes to Aaron the Prieſt, Numb. xviii. 26, 
27, 28, 29. yea, the F itherlefs, the Widow 120 


Stranger, were ranked with the Levite, for the 


Maintenance of Tithes, Deut. xiv. 29 xxvi. 12. 
and were to eat, and to be ſatisfied therewith : 


Therefore from their Example, our Clergy un- 


Juſtly exact the whole Tithes to themſelves. 
© 7. The Laity offered the Firſt-fruits unto the 
Prieſts, in Ears of Wheat, Barley, Sc. in what 
Quantity the Owner would, Exo. xxi ii. 19. Heut. 
xviii. 4. Therefore from their Example, there 
can be no Exaction of this or that Quantity. | 
* 8. My Lord, they as well, from the Example 


of Moſes his Prieſt, may take Tithe of our Chil- 


dren ; for the Firſt- born, whether of Man or 
« if 
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£ if a Clergy will have thoſe Prieſts to be their 


Example, then every Male that firft openeth the 
© Matrix, is due unto the Clergy. And I ſuppoſe, 


they would exact it, had they but Power to im- 
© poſe Redemption Money upon them, ihe Value of 
+ five Shekels, after the Shekel of the Sanctuary, 


© which is twenty Gerahs, upon every. Firſt-born 
Aale, as Moſes's Prieſts had. 


© 9. My Lord, When the Law of Tithes was in 


© Force, there was no Compulſion uſed for them, 


nor did Moſes give any Commiſſion to the Leviles 


5 
to exact them by Force: The Lord only ſent 
© his Prophets to complain againſt them that did 
© not pay them. Mal. 11. 9, 10. Neb, xiii. 10, 
f 11, 12. 2 , 
© 10. My Lord, The Prieſthood and Command- 
ment is changed, and one of another Tribe, even 
© of the Tribe of Fudah, of which Moſes ſpake 
© nothing concerning the Prieſthood ; no not ſo 
© much as to receive Tithes, Heb. vii. 11. There- 
fore to ſpeak that of the Miniſtry of our Lord, 
* which ſprung from Fudah, which was ſpoken of 
© the Tribe of Aaron, whereof Tithes were one 
© main Thing, is to make our Lord to be of the 


Tribe of Aaron. | . 
II. My Lord, All the Supply, which the Goſ- 


pel ordaineth, is a Firſt-day Collection, or volun- 


— 


tary Contribution to the Neceſſities of the poor 
Saints, 1 Cor. vi. 2. 2 Gor. 1x. , 

© 12. My Lord, An Elder of a Church cannot 
lay claim to any Supply barely by Virtue of El- 
derſhip, no more than a Saint by Virtue of Saint- 
ſhip, but both ſimply as poor Saints. For Evan- 
gelical Supply was only devoted to Neceſſity : 


- 


© The poor Man's Box was the Inheritance or Por- 


( 
. 
( 
0 
( 
0 


tion of the poor Saints, whether Elders, or other 
Members. 5 
5 1 3. It 
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13. It is to be acknowledged as a Gift or 
Courteſy, (a) 2 Cor. viii. 4. Phil. iv. 17. But 
to exact by Compulſion, is contrary to the Na- 
8 of Courteſy; that were of Violence, not of 
It. 8 5 

© 14. All that Chriſt ordained the Twelve, and 
the Seventy, which he ſent out, to take, was but 
to eat and drink ſuch Things as were ſet before 
them; making that to be all his Labourers ſhould 
account themſelves worthy of. Luke x. 7, 8. 

© 15. My Lord, It is unreaſonable for a Shepherd 
to exact the Milk of that Flock, which he doth 
not feed ; for the Flock which he feedeth, 1s the 
Flock of whoſe Milk he muſt eat, I Cor. ix. 7. 
therefore the Clergy-Shepherds may not exact the 
Milk of the Flocks that are not fed by them. 

| | % i 


(a) As the Goſpel itſelf in it's own Nature, is equally free 


in all Ages, and the Miniſters of the Goſpel are io too, in 
Teſpe& of its Publication (ſo as not to preach the Golpel 


becauſe human Laws command, nor to forbear to preach it 
becauſe human Laws forbid) ſo ought the Goſpel Mainte. 
nance alſo, or the Maintenance of this Goſpel Miniſtry, to 
be in all Ages equally free; elſe it is not ſuitable to the 
Miniſtry, and the Goſpel to which jt appertains. And 
whenſoever it ceaſes to be free, by the interpoſed Injunctions 
of penal Laws, thenceforth cea/es to be a Goſpel- Maintenance. 
Now if we ſhould ſuppoſe Tithes a lawful Maintenance, and 
that the Donation of them was an Act of pure Liberality and 


perfect Freedom in the firſt Donors (which univerſally con- 


fider'd, is far enough from Probability) and upon that Sup- 


' poſition ſhould admit Tiches to have been then a free Main- 
tenance; yet the ſettling of them as a ſtanding Maintenance, 


and compelling after Ages by Penalties to pay them, makes 
them not now @ free Maintenance, if they had been ſo then; 
but the true Go/pe! Maintenance ought to be free in it's 
Continuation, as well as in its Beginning; and Chriſtians now 


may juſtly expect as much Chriſtian Liberty and Freedom, 


as others in former Ages had, which they do not enjoy, who 


now ſtand bound to the Performance of that which others were 
at Liberty to. : | | 
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* 16. My Lord, No Payment of Tithes was 
ordained in Chr:ſtian Churches (as Selden ob- 
ſerveth) till the general Council at Lateran, 
Anno 1215. Therefore the OR DIN ANE of 
Tithes under the Goſpel, deriving its Being and 
Inſtitution, from the Injunctions of the Pope and 
his Council, doth ſubject us to the Dictates of the 
See of Rome, againſt which, we are all engaged 
by our former Proteſtations, and by our ſolemm 
League and Covenant. And tho' theſe Tithes 
ſhould be granted not to be the Roo, yet they 
cannot but be concluded to be a main Branch of 
Popery, being not of Chriſt's, but of the Pope's 
own Ordinance ; therefore by our Covenant to 
be extirpated. h Lb 
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Under the various Revolutions of Government, 


and Changes of Adminiſtration, the Voke of Tithes 


ſtill remaining unremoved, in the Year 1659, a 
Treatiſe was publiſned, intituled, Conſiderations touch- 


ing the likelieſt Means to remove Hirelings out of the 
Church : Addreſſed to the Parliament of the Com- 


mon-wealth of. England, with the Uominions thereof, 
wrote by that learned and judicious Author John 
Mitten. The Importance of the Inquiry, and Co- 
gency of his Reaſoning, may excuſe our reprinting 
ſo much of it as follows, viz. 5 


HAT Recompence ought to be given 
to Church-Minifters God hath anſwera- 
bly ordain'd, according to that Difference which he 
hath manifeſtly put between thoſe his two great 
Diſpenſations, the Law and the Goſpel. Under 
the Law he. gave them Tithes; under the Goſpel, 
having left all Things in his Church to Charity 
and Criſtian Freedom, he hath given them only 
what is juſtly given them; Thar, as well under 
the Goſpel as under the Law, ſay our Engliſh 


Divines 


. * : 
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Divines, and they only of all Proteſtants, is Tithes; : 
and they ſay true, if any Man be ſo minded to 
give them of his own the Tenth or Twentieth. 
But that the Law therefore of Tithes is in Force 
under the Goſpel, all other Proteſtant Divines, 
though equally concern'd, yet conſtantly deny, 
For altho? Hire to the Labourer be of moral and 
perpetual Right, yet that ſpecial Kind of Hire, 
the Tenth, can be of no Right or Neceſſity. but 
to that ſpecial Labour for which God ordained 
it. The ſpecial Labour was the Levitical and Ce- 
remonial Service of the Tabernacle, Numb. xviii. 

21, 31. which is now aboliſhed. The Right 

therefore of that ſ pecial Hire muſt needs be withal 

aboliſhed, as being alſo Ceremonial. That Tithes 
were Ceremonial is plain; not being given to the 
Levites till they had been firſt offer'd an Heave- 
Offering to the Lord, Ver. 24, 28. He then 
who by that Law brings Tithes into the Goſpel, 
of neceſſity brings in withal a Sacrifice, and an 

Altar; without which Tithes by that Law were 
unſandtified and polluted, Ver. 32. and therefore 
never thought on 1n rhe firſt Chriſtian Times, till 

Ceremonies, Altars, Oblations, by an ancienter 
Corruption, were brought back long before. 
And yet the Fews, ever ſince their Temple was 
deſtroy*d, tho they have Rabbies and Teachers 
of their Law, yet pay no Tithes, as having no 

Levites to whom, no Temple where to pay them, 

nor Altar whereon to hallow them; which ar- 
gues, that the 7ews themſelves never thought 
Tithes moral, but ceremonial only. That Chr:/- 
tians therefore ſhould take them up, when Ferws. 
have laid them down, muſt needs be very abſurd 
and prepoſterous. 

This is ſo apparent to the reformed Divines of | 
© other Countries, that when any of ours hath at- 
: _— in Latin to maintain this Argument of 
Tithes, 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, Ec. 


© Tithes, though a Man would think they might 


c 
c 
0 


ſuffer him without Oppoſition, in a Point equally 
tending to the Advantage of all Miniſters, yet 


they forbear not to oppoſe him, as in a Doctrine 


not fit to paſs unoppoſed under the Goſpel. 


c 
c 
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Which ſhews the Modeſty, the Contentedneſs of 


thoſe foreign Paſtors, with the Maintenance given 


them; their Sincerity alſo in the Truth, though 


leſs gainful ; and the Avarice of ours, who, thro? 
the Love of their old Papiſtical Tithes, conſider 


not the weak Arguments, or rather Conjectures 


and Surmiſes which they bring to defend them. 


«* Certainly, if Chriſt or his Apoſtles had ap- 
prov'd of Tithes, they would have either by 
Writing, or Tradition, recommended them to 
the Church : And that ſoon would have appear*d 
in the Practice of thoſe primitive, and the next 
Ages; but for the firſt three hundred Years and 
more, in all the Eccleſiaſtical Story, I find no 
ſuch Doctrine or Example: 'Tho? Error, by that 
Time, had brought back again Prie/fts, Altars, 
and Oblations; and in many other Points of Re- 


ligion, had miſerably Judaiz d the Church. So 
that the Defenders of Tithes, after a long Pom D 


and tedious Preparation out of Heathen Authors, 
telling us, that Tithes were paid to Hercules and 


Apollo, which perhaps was imitated from the 


Fews, and as it were beſpeaking our Expectation, 
that they will abound much more with Authori- 
ties out of Chriſtian Story, having nothing of 
general Approbation to begin with from the firſt 
three or four Ages, but that which abundantly 


— 


ſerves to the Confutation of their Tithes; while 


they confeſs that Churchmen in thoſe Ages liv'd 
meerly upon Free-will Offerings. Neither can 


they ſay, that Tithes were not then paid, for 


Want of a Civil Magiſtrate to ordain them, for 


0 


Chriſtians had then alſo Lands, and might, give 
| out 
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[ out of them what they pleas'd and yet of Tithes 


© then given, we find no Mention. And the firſt 
© Chriſtian Emperors, who did all Things as Bi- 
© ſhops advis'd them, ſupply'd what was wanting 
to the Clergy, not out of Tithes, which were 
never mention' d, but out of their own Imperial 
Revenues, as is manifeſt in Euſebius, Theodoret 
and Sozomen, from Conſtantine to Arcadius. 
Hence thoſe ancienteſt reformed Churches of 
the Waldenſes, if they rather continu'd not pure 
ſince the Apoſtles, deny*'d that Tithes were to 
be given, or that they were ever given in the 
3 Church, as appears by an ancient 
ractate inſerted in the Bobemian Hiſtory, _ 
© 'Thusfar hath the Church been always, whether 
in her prime, or in her ancienteſt Reformation, 
from the approving of Tithes; nor without 
Reaſon ; for they might eaſily perceive that 
Tithes were fitted to the Jews only, a National- 
Church of many incompleat Synagogues, uniting 
the Accompliſhment of divine Worſhip in one 
Temple; and the Levites there had their Tithes 
paid, where they did their bodily Work, to 
which a particular Tribe was ſet apart by divine 
Appointment, not by the Peoples Election. 
But the Chriſtian Church is univerſal, not ty*d to 
Nation, Dioceſs, or Pariſh, but conſiſting of many 


ther'd not by Compulſion, or the Accident of 
dwelling nigh together, bur by free Conſent, 
chuſing both their particular Church, and their 
Church. Officers; whereas if Tithes be ſet up, all 
theſe Chri/tian Privileges will be diſturb'd, and 
ſoon loſt, and with them Chri/tian Liberty. _ 
The firſt Authority which our Adverſaries 
bring, after thoſe fabulous Apoſtolick Canons, 
which they dare not inſiſt upon, is a provincial 
Council held at Cullen, where they voted Tithes 
„ | to 
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particular Churches compleat in themſelves, ga- 
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be Great Caſe of Tithes, c. 


© to be God's Rent, in the Year 356 : at the ſame 
Time, perhaps, when the three Kings reign'd 
there, and of like Authority. For to what Pur- 
poſe do they bring theſe trivial Teſtimonies, by 
which they might as well prove Altars, Candles 
at Noon, and the greateſt Part of thoſe Super- 
ſtitions fetch'd from Pagani/m or Fewiſm, which 
the Papiſt, inveigl'd by this fond Argument of 
« Antiquity, retains to this Day? To what Pur- 
* poſe thoſe Degrees of I know not what Biſhops, 
to a Parliament and People who have thrown out 
© both Biſhops and Altars, and promiſed all Re- 
formation by the Word of God? And that Altars 
© brought Tithes hither, as one Corruption begot 
© another, is evident by one of thoſe Queſtions 
© which the Monk Auſtin propounded to the Pope. 
© Concerning thoſe Things, which by Offerings of the 
Faithful came to the Altar, as Beda writes, L. 1. 
© c. 27. If then by theſe Teſtimonies we muſt have 
© 'Tithes continued, we muſt again have Altars. 
Of Fathers, by Cuſtom ſo called, they quote 
Ambroſe, Auguſtin, and ſome other ceremonial 
Doctors of the ſame Leaven : whoſe Aſſertion 
without pertinent Scripture, no ReformedChurch 
can admit. And what they vouch, is founded 
on the Law of Moſes, with which, every where 
pitifully miſtaken, they again incorporate the 
Goſpel ; as did the reſt alſo of thoſe Titular 
Fathers, perhaps an Age or two before them, by 
many Rites and Ceremonies, both Fewih and 
© Heatheniſh introduc'd; whereby thinking to gain 
© all, they loſt all: And inſtead of winning Jews 
and Pazans, to be Chriſtians, by too much con- 
'< deſcending, they turn'd Chriſtians into Fews and 
© Pagans, To heap ſuch unconvincing Citations 
as theſe in Religion, whereof the Scripture only 
is our Rule, argues not much Learning or Judg- 
ment, but the loſt Labour of much unprofitable 
Reading. They 
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© They produce next, the ancient Conſtitu- 


tions of this Land, Saxon Laws, Edicts of Kings, 
and their Councils, from Athe/ſtone, in the Year 
928, that Tithes by Statute were paid ; and 
might produce from Ina, above 200 Years be. 
fore, that Komeſcot, or Peter's Penny, was by a 
good Statute-Law paid to the Pope, from 72:5, 
and almoſt as long continu*d. And who knows 
not, that this Law of 'Tithes was enacted by 
thoſe Kings and Barons, upon the Opinion they 
had of their Divine Right, as the very Words 


import of Edward the Confeſſor, in the Cloſe of 


that Law: For ſo bleſſed Auſtin preach'd and 
taught ? meaning the Monk, who firſt brought 
the Romiſh Religion into England from Grego 

the Pope. And by the Way I add, that by het. 
Laws, imitating the Law of Moſes, the third 
Part of Tithes only was the Prieſts Due, the 


other two were appointed for the Poor, and to 


adorn or repair Churches; as the Canons of Eg- 
Bert and Eifrick witneſs, Concil. Brit. If then 
theſe Laws were founded upon the Opinion of 
Divine Authority, and that Authority be found 


miſtaken and erroneous, as hath been fully mani- 


feſted, it follows, that thoſe Laws fall of them- 
ſelves, with their falſe Foundations. But with 


what Face of Conſcience can they alledge Mees, 


or theſe Laws for Tithes, as they now enjoy, or 
exact them; whereof Moſes ordains the Owner, 
as we heard before, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs 


and the Widow, Partakers with the Levize ; and 


theſe Fathers which they cite, and theſe, though 


| Romiſh rather than Engliſp Laws, allotted both to 
_ Prieſt and Biſhop the third Part only. | 


Another Shift they have to plead, that Tithes 
may be moral as well as the Sabbath, a Tenth 
of Fruits, as well as a Seventh of Days. I 


anſwer, that the Prelates, who urge this Argu- 
h . c ment, 


10 


Thr Great Caſe of Tithes, C “C“4 
© ment, have leaſt Reaſon to uſe it; denying Mo- 


8 BW © rality in the Sabbath, and therein better agreeing 
car © with Reformed Churches abroad than the reſt of 
ng © our Divines. As therefore the Seventh Day is 


be. © not moral, but a convenient Recourſe of Wor- 
« ſhip in fit Seaſon, whether ſeventh or other Num- 


_ © ber ; ſo neither is the Tenth of our Goods, but 
wv. © only a convenient Subſiſtence morally due to 


© The laſt, and loweft Sort of their Arguments, 
rds that Men purchas d not their Tithe with their 
of Land, and ſuch like Petty-Foggery, T omit, as 
| refuted ſufficiently by others, (6) I omit alſo 
their violent and irreligious Exactions, related no 
* leſs eredibly : Their ſeizing of Pots and Pans 
my from the Poor, who. have as good Right to 
© 'Tithes as they; from ſome, the very Beds; their 
' ſning and impriſoning, worſe than when the Ca- 
to non Law was in Force; worſe than when thoſe 
* wicked Sons of Eli were Prieſts, whoſe Manner 
© was thus to ſeize their pretended Prieftly-Due by 


m Force, 1 Sam. ii. 12, Cc. Whereby. Men abbor d 
ind the Offerings of the Lord; and it may be fear'd, 


that many will as much abhor the Goſpel, if 
0!” ſuch Violence as this be ſuffer'd in her Miniſters, 
and in that which they alſo pretend to be the Of- 
| ( fering of the Lord. For thoſe Sons of Belial, with- 
e, in ſome Limits made Seizure of what they knew 
was their own by an undoubted Law; but theſe, 
les þ from whom there is no Sanctuary, ſeize out of 
Mens Grounds, out of Mens Houſes, their other 


ins © Goods, of double, ſometimes of treble Value, 
for that, which did not Covetouſneſs and Rapine 
to N H blind 
bes e e | — 
nth 


il. (b) "Tis not unlikely but that Milton had an Eye in this Place ; 
| to our Author, who in Page 51 has an/wered tÞiſe Arguments 
gu- or ObjeGion, . | 


— 


the Goſpel which they preach. Of ſome more 


In Apr E N DI X fo 
8 
tolerable: than theſe, thus ſeverely God hath 


; blind them, they know to be not their own by 
6 
„ 
4 
5 phey all laat to their own Way, every one for bis 
8. Gain from his Quarter. n . | :* Pe 


With what Anger then will he judge them | 


. wha ſtand not looking, but under Colour of a 
© divine Right, fetch by Force that which is not 
their own, taking his Name not in vain, but in 
Violence? Not content, as Gebazi was, to make 
© a.cunning, but a canſtrain'd Advantage of what 
| © their Mafter bids them give freely; how can they 
but return ſmitten, worſe than that ſharking 
< Miniſter, with a ſpiritual Leproſy? And yet they 
© cry out Sacrilege, that Men will not be gull'd 
and bafflꝰd the Tenth of their Eſtates, by giving 
Credit to frivolous Pretences of divine Right. 

Where did God ever clearly declare to all 
Nations or in all Lands (and none but Fools 
* part with their Eſtates, without cleareſt Evi- 
© dence, on bare Suppofals and Preſumptions of 
them who are the Gainers thereby) that he 
required the Tenth as due ta him or his Son 
© -perpetually, and in all Places? Where did he de- 
. mand it, that he might certainly know, as in all 
Claims of Temporal Right is juſt and reaſon- 
able? Or if demanded, where did he aflign it, 
© or by what evident Conveyance, to Miniſters? 


Unleſs they can demonſtrate this by more than 


Conjectures, their Title can be no better to 
© 'Tithes, than the Title of Gebhaai was to thoſe 
Things, which by abuſing his Maſter's Name, 
he rook'd from Naaman. Much leſs, where did 
* he command that Tithes ſhould be fetch*d by 
© Force, where left not, under the Gofpel; what 
ever his Right was to the Free-will Offerings of 
Men? Which is the greater Sacrzlege, to. belic 

ory Divine 


ſpoken, Eſa. li. 10, Se. They are greedy Dogs 3 
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. "The Great Caſe of Tunes, Gee. 
Divine Authority, to make the Name of Cori 


acceſſary to Violence, and robbing him of the 
very Honour which he aim'd at in beftowing 
freely the Goſpel, to commit S/mony and Rapine, 


both ſecular and Eccleſiaſtical ; or on the other 


Side, not to give up the Tenth of Civil Right 
and Propriety, to the Tricks and Impoſtures of 


Clergymen, contriv'd with all the Art and Argue. 


ment that their Bellies can invent or ſuggeſt ; 


et ſo ridiculous, and preſuming on the Peoples 
Dun, or Superſtition, as to. think they prove 
the Divine Rig b 
paying T ithes to Melchiſedec, whenas Melchiſedec, 


in that Paſſage, rather gave Maintenance to 


Abram; in whom all, both Prieſts and Miniſters, | 
as well as Laymen, paid Tithes, not receiv d 


The next Thing to be conſider'd in the Main- 
tenance of Miniſters is, y whom it ſhould be 
given, Wherein, though the Light, of Reaſon 
might ſufficiently inform us, it will be beſt to 
conſult the Scripture : Gal. vi. 6. Let him-that is 


 Faught in the Mord, communicate io him that teech- 
© eth, in all good Things, that is to ſay, in all man- 
ner of Gratitude to his Ability. 1 Cer. ix. 11. 


If we have ſown unto you Spiritual Things, is it a 
great Matter if we reap your Carnal Things * To 
whom therefore hath: not been ſown, from him 
wherefore ſhould be reaped ? 1 Tim. v. 17, Let 
the Elgers that rule well, be counted worthy of 
double Honour, eſpecially they who labour in the 
Word and Doctrine. By theſe Places we ſee, that 
Recompence was given either by every. one in 
who had been inſtructed, or by them 


all in common, brought into the Church 'Trea- 


ſure, and diſtributed to the Miniſters according 
to their ſeveral Labours, and that was judged 


either by ſome extraordinary Perſon, as 1imozhy, 


i « who 


t of their Maintenance, by Abram 
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© who by the Apoſtle was then left Evangeliſt at 
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pheſus, 2 Tim. iv. 5. or by ſome to whom the 
Church deputed that Care. N 

that one may perceive what Iniquity and Vio- 
lence hath prevailed ſince in the Church, whereby 


© jt hath been ſo ordered, that they alſo ſhall be 


| © compelled to recompence the parochial Miniſter, 


© who, neither choſe him for their Teacher, nor 
© have received Inſtruction from him, as being 
© either inſufficient, or not reſident, or inferior to 
© whom they follow ; wherein to bar them their 
© Choice, is to violate Chriſtian Liberty. 
Our Law-books teſtify, that before the Coun- 
© cil at Lateran, in the Year 1179, and the Fifth 


of our Hen. 2. or rather before a Decretal Epiſtle 


of Pope Innocent the Third, about 1200, and the 
« Firſt of King John, any Man might have given his 
* 1ithes to whatSpiritual Perſon he would. And 
© as the Lord Coke notes on that Place, Infir, 
Part 2. That this Decretal bound not the Subjects 
© of this Realm, but, as it ſeemed juſt and reaſonable. 
The Pope took his Reaſon rightly from the 
© above cited Place, 1 Cor. ix. 1 1. but falſly ſup- 
5 oY every one to be inſtructed by his Pariſh- 
4 ; ri 5 * . | : bs 
Whether this were then firſt ſo decreed, or 
rather long before, as may be ſeen by the Laws 
© of Edgar and Canute, that Tithes were to be 
paid, not to whom he would that paid them, 
© but to the Cathedral-Church, or the Pariſh- 
© Prieſt, it imports not; ſince the Reaſon which 
they themſelves bring, built on falſe Suppoſi- 
tions, becomes alike infirm and abſurd, that he 
* ſhould reap from me, who ſows not to me ; be 
* the Cauſe either his Defect, or my free Choice. 
But here it will be readily objected, Mbat 
F they wha are to bt infirutted, be not able to 
rt — t maintain 


© This is ſo agreeable to Reaſon, and ſo clear, 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 


maintain a Miniſter, as in many Villages? 1 


anſwer, that the Scripture ſhews in many Places 
what ought to be done herein. Firſt, I offer 
it to the Reaſon of any Man, whether he 


thinks the Knowledge of the Cbriſtian Religion 
harder than any other Art or Science to obtain. 
I ſuppoſe he will grant that it is far eaſier, both 
of itſelf, and in regard of God's afſi/ting Spirit, 


not particularly promiſed us to the Attainment 


of any other Knowledge, bur of this only: 
Since it was preached, as well to the Shepherds 


of Behlem by Angels, as to the Eaſtern Wiſemen 
by that Star; and our Saviour declares. himſelf 
anointed to preach the Goſpel to tht Poor, Luke 
iv. 18. then ſurely to their Capacity. They 
who after him firſt taught it, were otherwiſe un- 
learned Men; They who, before Hus and Luther, 
firſt reformed it, were for the Meanneſs ot their 


Condition, called, 7 he poor Men of Lions; and in 


Flanders at this Day, les Gues, which is to ſay 


Beggars. Therefore are the Scriptures tranſlated 


into every vulgar Tongue, as being held in main 
Matters of Belief and Salvation, plain and eaſy 
to the pooreſt; and ſuch, no leſs than their 


Teachers, have the Spirit to guide them in all 
Truth, Fobn xiv, 26, and xvi. * | 
Seeing then that the Chriſtian Religion may 


be ſo calily attained, and by meaneſt Capacities, 
it cannot be much difficult to find Ways, both 
how. the Poor, yea, all Men mgy be ſoon taught 
what is to be known of Chr Family, and they 
who teach them recompenced. Fit, if Mini- 
ſters of their own Accord, who pretend that 
they are called and ſent to preach the Gaſpel, 
thoſe who have no particular Flock, would imi- 
tate our Saviour and his Diſciples, who went 


preaching through the Villages, not only through 


the Cities, Mat. ix. 36. Mark vi, 6. Luke xiii. 


of 
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* 22. | As vii. 25. and there preached to the 


Poor as well as to the Rich, looking for no Re- 


* compence but in Heaven; John iv. 33, 36. 
* Look on the Fields; for they are white already to 
© Harveſt: And be that reapeth, receiveth Wages, 
and gathereth Fruit unto Life Eternal. [This was 
their Wages.] But they ſoon will reply, bes 


© ourſelves have not wherewithal ; who ſpall bear 


* the Charpes of our Journey? To whom it may 
© as ſoon, be anſwered, that in likelihood they 
© are not poorer than they who did thus; and 
© if they have not the ſame Faith which ' thoſe 


© Diſciples had, to truſt in God and the Promiſe 


© of Chriſt for their Maintenance; as they did, 
© and yet intrude into the Miniſtry without any 


Livelihood of their own, they caſt themſelves 


© into à miſerable Hazard or Temptation, and 
© oft-times into a more miſerable Neceſlity, either 
© to ſtarve, or to pleaſe their Pay-maſters, rather 
© than God: And give Men juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect, 


© that they came neither called, nor ſent from 


above to preach the Werd, but from below, by 


© the Inſtinct of their own Hunger to feed upon the 
0 Church. CANS POE S ob nd3 om bl he Oe a 555 

© St. Paul, though born of no mean Parents, 
© a free Citizen of the Roman Empire, ſo little did 
© his Trade debaſe him, that it ra her enabled 
© him to uſe that (c) Magnanimity of preaching 
© the Goſpel through {fa and Europe at his own 
Charges: Thus thoſe Preachers among the 


« 


Maldenſes, 


» RY ** 


— 


(c) What Milton calls Magnanimity of Preaching. John Locke 


| fakes to be the Glorying which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in 1 Cor. ix. 


15. For it were better for me to die, than that any Man ſhould 
make my Glorying void. Tobn Locke's Paraphraſe, For I had 
rather periſh for Want, than be depriv'd of what I glory in, 


wit. Preaching the Goſpel freely. 


\ 
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The Great Caſe of Tithes, &c. 
© Waldenſes, the ancient Stock of our Reforma- 
tion, without theſe Helps which I ſpeak of, bred 
up themſelves in Trades, and eſpecially in Phy- 
© fick and Surgery, as well as in the Study of Scrip- 
ture (which is the only true Theology) that they 
might be no Burden to the Church; and by the 
Example of Cbriſt, might cure both Soul and 
Body; through Induſtry, joining that to their 
Miniſtry, which he join'd to his by Gift of the 
Spirit. Thus relates Peter Gilles in his Hiſtory 
of the Waldenſes in Piedmont. But our Miniſters 
think Scorn to uſe a Trade, and count it the 
Reproach of this Age, that Tradeſmen preach 
the Goſpel. It were to be wiſh'd they were all 
Tradeſmen; they would not then ſo many of 
them, for Want of another Trade, make a 
Trade of their Preaching ; and yet they clamour 
that "Tradeſmen preach ; and yet they preach, 
while they themſelves are the worſt Tradeſmen of 
all. As for Church- Endowments and Poſſeſſions, I 
meet with none conſiderable before Cauſtantine, 
but the Houſes and Gardens, where they met, 
and the Places of Burial : And I perfwade me, 
that from them the ancient /alden/es, whom de- 
ſervedly I cite ſo often, held, That 10 endow 
Churches is an evil Thing ; and that the Church 
then fell off and turned Whore, fitting on that 
Beaſt in the Revelation, when under Pope Sil. 
veſter ſhe received thoſe 'T'emporal | Donations. 
So the forecited Tractate of their Doctrine 
| teſti fies. iy ge | . f 

This alſo their own Traditions of that hea- 
venly Voice witneſſed, and ſome of the ancient 
© Fathers then living foreſaw and deplored, And 
© indeed, how could theſe Endowments thrive 
© better - with the Church, being unjuſtly taken 


A 


. © by thoſe Emperors, without Suffrage of the 


H 4 * People, 


An n b e to. 


* © People, our of the Tributes and public Lands 
© of each City, whereby the People became liable 


to be oppreſſed with other Taxes. Being there- 


fore given for the moſt part by Kings and 
© other publiek Perſons, and fo likelieſt out Fe the 


< Publick; and if without che Peoples Conſent, 


c unjuftly ; ; höwever to publick Ends of much 
1 Concernment to the Good or Evil of a Common- 
Wealth, and in that regard made publick, 


© though given by private Perſons ; or which is 


© worle, given, as the Clergy then perſwaded 
Men, for their Souls Health, a pious Gift, but 


© as the Truth was, oft- times a Bribe to God, or 


© to Chrift for Abſolution, as they were chen 
taught, from Murders, Adulterics, and other 
5 wrote Crimes ; what ſhall be found heretofore 
ke, : Kings or Princes out of the Publick, 

$ aftly by the Magiſtrate be recalled and re- 
2 opriated to the Civil Revenue: What by 
private or publick Perſons out of their own, the 
Price of Blood or Luſt, or to ſome ſuch purga- 
torious or ſuperſtitious Utes, not only may, but 
ought to be taken off from Chri/t, as a foul 
Diſhonour laid upon him; or not impiouſly 
given, nor in particular to any one, but in ge- 
neral to the Church's Good, may be converted ta 
that Uſe, which ſhall be judgd more directly 
to that general End. Thus did the Princes and 
* Cities of Germany in the firſt Reformation; and 
* defended their ſo doing by many Reaſons, which 
« are ſet down at large in Sad, J. 6. Anno 
0 
c 
c 


1 


1526, and l. 11. Anno 1537, and J. 13. Anno 
1540. But that the Magiſtrate either out of 
that Church-Revenue which remains yet in his 
© Hand, or eſtabliſhing any other Maintenance 
«© inſtead of "Tithe, ſhould take into his own Power 
© the ſtipendiary Maintenance of Church-Mini- 


| < ſters, on compel it by Law, Lan ſtand neither 


With 


TCT 
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with the Peoples Right, nor with Chriſtian Li. 
' berty, but would ſuſpend the Church ny But: up- 


© on the State, and turn her Miniſters intg 
© Penſjoners. 5 
© But to proceed 8 in che Truth yet more 


. freoly ; ſecing the,Chri/tian Church is not Nati- 
* onal, but confiſting of many particular Congre- 


gations, ſubject to many Changes, as well thro? 
* Civil Accidents, as through Schiſm and various 
© Opinions, not to be decided by any outward 


Judge, being Matters of Conſcience, : whereby 


© theſe pretended Church Revenues, as they have 
e been ever, ſo are like to continue "endl tter 

08! Diſſention, both between the Church and Ma- 

© giſtrace, and the Churches among themſelves, 
there will be found no better Remedy to theſe 
Evils, otherwiſe incurable, than by the incor- 
© rupteſt Counſel, of thoſe MWaldenſes, our firſt Re- 


* formers, to remove them as a Peſt, aa Apple of 


Diſcord in the Church, (for what elſe can be the 


Effect of Riches, and the Snare of Money in 
Religion?) and to convert them to thoſe more 


that the Church of ( riſt was founded in Poverty 
rather than in Revenues, ſtood pureſt, and proſ- 


„ * =— SY 


© pered beſt without them, received them unlaw- 


fully from them, who both erroncouſly and un- 
< juſtly, ſomerimes impioully, gave them, and ſo 
« juſtly was enſnared and corrupted by them. 
And leſt it be thought that theſe Revenues 
withdrawn and better employed, the Magiſtrate 
ought inſtead to ſettle by Statute ſome Mainte- 
nance of Miniſters, let this be conſidered, f-/, 
That it concerns every Man's Conſcience to 
what Religion he contributes; and that the Civil 
« Magiſtrate is intruſted with Civil Rights only, 
* not with Conſcience, which can have no Deputy 


” A «a —— — — 
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tate· 
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profitable Uſes above expreſſed, or other ſuch 
as ſhall be judged moſt neceſſary; conſidering 


— — 
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? or Repreſenter of itſelf, but only bet th e fame 
Mind, (d) b 

8 Next, 'That*what ER Man gives to the Mi- 

* niſter, he gives either as to God, or as to his 
Teacher; if as to God, no Civil Power can 


S conſecrate to religious Uſes any Part 
either 


„ 2 * — — "I" Wy EO OR 


= This W of 2 may be carried Farther, 
thus; In à State of Nature, non: had a Right to oblige others 
to the Support of a Religion they judg'd was diſpleaſing to 
God ; And none upon the entripg into Civil Society, or Bo. 
dies Politick, could be ſuppoſed tobe willing to impower che 
Magiſtrate to oblige them to beſtow their Labour, or give 
any Part of their Property for the Maintenance of a Religion 
they thought God diſliked ; on the contrary, their entring 
into Society was to be protected from this as well as any other 
Impoſition. And. 

If it be unlawtul for private Perſons to promote a Religion, 
by doing of which they think they ſhould offend- God; how 

can it be lawful for the Magiſtrate; either direaly or indirect. 
= to compel them to it? 

It the Magiſtrate has no Right to deprive People of what 
they gain by their Labour and Induſtry for not deing of bis 
Religion, we ſhould be glad to know, how he comes to ha ve 
a Right to compel them to do this for the Maintenance of his 
Religion ? | 
If the Magiſtrate i is oblig'd to put all 10 Subjects, who alike 
contribute to the publick Good (and hold no Opinions incon- 
fiſtent with it) upon an equal Foot, how can he force part of 
his Subjects to contribute to the Support of a Religion they 
cannot in Conſcience comply with 2 Surely, they that hiſt 
upon this, do not do as they would be done upto. 

Biſhop Hoadly ſays, in his Anſwer to the Repreſentation 
of the Committee of the Lower-houſe of Convocation. p. 172. 
« The Magiſtrate (as [ have of:en remark'd) can reach with 
«« all his Power, no farther than outward Practice: And the 

_ *« outward Actions of Men, as they affect human Soctety, 

are the Objects cf his Care and Concern. . The Ma- 

„ giſtrate is not by Temporal Puniſhments' or Sanctions, to 

7 determine or concern himſelf with any Man's Religion as 
- Religion, but to hinder any Man's Religion or Conſcience 
. «« from being hurtful to human Society, by puniſhing thoſe 
« outward Practices which may proceed ſrom bis Coole cience, 
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«+ for ought he knows, if they are ſuch as are prejudicial to 
. Pubiich which is his N Care, p. 255.“ 
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either of Civil Revenue, which is the Peoples, 
and muſtſave them from other Taxes, or of an 

Man's Propriety, but God by ſpecial Sende 
as he did by Moſes, or the Owner himſelf by 
voluntary Intention, and the Perſwaſion of his 
giving it to God: Forc'd Conſecrationg out of 


another Man's Eſtate; are no better than forc'd 


Vows ; hateful to God, who loves a chearful. 


Giver ; but much more hateful, wrung out of 


Men's Purſes to maintain a diſapproved Mini- 


— againſt their Conſcience; however unholy, 
n 


infamous and diſhonourable to his Minifters and 
the free Goſpel, maintained in ſuch unworthy 


< 


manner as by Violence and Extortion : If he give 


it as to his Teacher, what Juſtice or Equity com- 


pels him to pay for learning that Religion which 


leaves freely. to his Choice, whether he will learn 
it or no, whether of this Teacher or another, 


and eſpecially to pay for what he never learned, 


or approves not; whereby, beſides the Wound 


of his Conſcience, he becomes the leſs able to 


recompence his true Teacher. Thus far hath been 


enquired by whom Church-Miniſters ought to be 
maintained; and hath been prov'd molt natural, 
moſt equal and agreeable with Scripture, to be 


by them who receive their Teaching. 


 * It remains laſfly to conſider, in what Manner 


God hath ordained that Recompence be given 
to Miniſters of the Goſpel : And by all Scripture 
it will appear, that he hath given 1t to them 
not by 0 


ſuch as receive them: Luke x. 7, 8. Eating and 
drinking ſuch Things as they give you. If they re- 
ceive you, eat ſuch Things as are ſet before you. 
Mat. x. 7. 8. As ye go, preach, ſaying, the Ring- 


dom of God is at Hand, &c. Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give. It God has ordained Mini- 


© ſters 


vil Law and Freehold, as they claim, 
but by the Benevolence and free Gratitude of 


7 ·˙ mwg ̃ mẽmu 45. 8: N •mQͥm̃̃ͥ ̃ ů e ß, ß, 0; , 
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< ters to preach freely, whether they receive Re- 


_ © compence or not, then certainly he hath forbid 
both them /o compel it, and others to compel it for 


« them, But freely given, he accounts as given to 
* himſelf, Philip iv. 16, 17, 18. Ze ſent once and 
* again 10 my Neceſſuy, Not becauſe I defire a Gift ; 
* but Idefire Fruit that may abound to your Account. 
Having receiv'd of Epaphroditus the Things which 
dere ſent from you, an Odour of ſweet Smell, a Sa- 
© crifice acceptable, well pleaſing to Ged. Which 
© cannot be from Force or Unwillingneſs. The 
« ſame is ſaid of Alms, Heb. xiii. 16. To do Good 
and to communicate forget not, for with ſuch Sacri- 


ces God. is well pleaſed. Whence the primitive 


© Church thought it no Shame to receive all their 
* Maintenance as the Alms of their Auditors. 


© Which they who defend Tithes, as if it made 


for their Cauſe, whenas it utterly confutes them, 

omit not to ſet down at large; proving to our 
Hands out of Origen, Tertullian, Cyprian, and 
others, that the Clergy had their Portions given 
them in Baſkets ; and were thence called Spor/u- 
larii, Baſket-Clerks : That their Portion was a 
very mean Allowance, only for a bare Lively- 
hood ; according to thoſe Precepts of our Savi- 
our, Mat. X. 7, Sc. the reſt was diſtributed te 
the Poor. They cite alſo out of Proſper, the 
Diſciple of St. Auſtin, that ſuch of the Clergy as 
had Means of their own, might not without 
Sin partake of Church- Maintenance, not re- 
ceiving thereby Food which they abound with, 

but feeding on 3 Sins of other Men; that che 
Holy Ghoſt ſaith of ſuch Clergymen, they eat 
the Sins of my People: And that a Council at 
Antioch, in the Year 340, ſuffered not either 
Prieſt or Biſhop to live on Church-Maintenance 
without Neceſlity. 'Thus far Tithers themſelves 


; have contributed to their own Confutation, by 


© confeſling 
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t confefling that the Church lived primitively on 
© Alms. And J add, that about the Year 359, 
© Conflantius the 7 having ſummon'd a ge- 
''neral Council of Biſhops to Ariminum in Haty, 


© to live on the Pnblick, choſe rather to be at their 

© own Charges. Three only out of Britain, con- 

' ſtrain*d through Want, yet refuſing offer'd Aſ- 
- WW fiſtance from the reſt, accepted the Emperor's 
h Proviſion; judging it more convenient to ſubſiſt 
e by publick than by private Suſtenance, Whence 
4 we may conclude, that Biſhops then, in this 
i- Ifland, had their Livelihood only from Benevo- 
'© lence. In which regard this 1 Sulpitius 
ir Severus, a good Author of the ſame Time, highly 
S, MW praiſes hem. EN a | 
le And the Woldenſes, our firſt Reformers, both 
1, from the Scripture and theſe primitive Exam- 
ir WW ples, maintained thoſe among them who bore 
d the Office of Miniſters, by Alms only. Take 
A the very Words from the Hiſtory written of 
u- them in French, Part 3. 1. 2. c. 2. La Nourriteur 
A Wet ſe de quoy nous ſommes couverts, & c. Our Food 
and Cloathing is ſufficiently adminiſtred and given us 
't- WW by way of Gratitude and Alms, by the good People 
to W* whom we teach. If then by Alms and Benevo- 
ne , lence, not by LS 41 Force, not by Tenure 
as of Freehold or Copyhold : For Alms, tho? juſt, 
ut ' cannot be compelled; and Benevolence forced, 
'&- W' is Malevolence rather, violent and inconfiſtent _ 
h, with the Goſpel ; and declares him no true Mi- 
he niſt-r thereof, but a rapacious Hireling rather, 
t who by Force receiving it, eats the Bread of Vio- 
at W' lence and Exaction, no holy or juſt Livelihood, 
aer , no not civilly counted honeſt, much leſs beſeem- 


ice ing ſuch ſpiritual Miniſtry, Bur, 
by They 


5 
4 | | 
* and provided for their Subſiſtence there, the | | 
1 Britih and French Biſhops judging it not decent — 
5 
h 
| 
| 


mw ern 


mahkcs a Maniſter of the Goſpel; what it may 
conduce to other Arts and Sciences, I diſpute noi 
now: But that which makes fit a Miniſter, the 
| ;  Scriptulrs 


f 


. 
— 


= They pretend that their Education either at 
= School or Univerſity, hath been very charge. il 
. > © able, and therefore ought to be repaired in future 
1 © by. a plentiful Maintenance: whenas it is well 
=_ - © known, that the better half of them, are oft. 
=_— times poor and pitiful Boys of ng Merit, or pro- 
wo « miſing Hopes, that might entitle them to the 
= * publick Proviſion, but their Poverty, and the 
—_ < unjuſt Favour of Friends, have had moſt of their 
= * Breeding, both at School and Univerſity, by iſ « 
WW :. © Scholarſhips, Exhibitions and Fellowſhips at the 
_ - * publick Coſt; which might engage them the 
Wi © rather to give freely, as they have freely received. 
„ But they will ſay, we bad betaken us to ſone © 
= © other Trade or Profeſſion, had wwe not expected 
=_ ... © to find a better Livelibood by the Miniſtry. This] 
=_ Lis that which I looked for, to diſcover them 
=_ < openly neither true Lovers of Learning, and fl © 
' EF very ſeldom guilty of it, nor true Miniſters of if «| 
8 . the Goſpel. So long ago out of Date is that 
= old true Saying, 1 Tim. iii. 1. 1f @ Man deſire a | 
i 8 $ Bifhoprick, he defires a good Work: For now. 
„ commonly he who deſires to be a Miniſter, ] 
_ ka © looks not at the Work but at the Wages; and 
1 : + © by that Lure or Low-bell, may be toll'd from 
—:-- *\. Pariſh to Pariſh, all the Town over. But what] « , 
=_ © can be plainer S mom, than thus to be at Charges 
8} © beforchand, to no other End, than to make thei] . 
1 * Miniſtry doubly or trebly beneficial ? 'T'o whom « , 
1 it might be ſaid as juſtly as that to Sim, T 
13 © Money periſh with thee, becauſe thou bf düse 
== * that the Gift of God may be purchaſed with Money:. 
_ © Thou baſt neither Part nor Lt in this Matter. 8 
3 1 WMext, it is a fond Error, though too much 
= - believed among us, to think that the Univerſity « v 
«1 | n 
1 1 
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x Scripture can beſt inform us to be only from 


© above; whence alſo we are bid to ſeck them, 
Mat. ix. 38. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 


© Harveſt, that he will ſend forth Labourers into bis 


« Harveſt, Acts xx. 28. 91he Flock over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hats made you Overſeers. Rom. x. 
* Ig, How ſhall they preach, unleſs they be ſent ? 
© By whom ſent? By the Univer/ity, or the Ma- 
* piftrate, or their Belly ? No ſurely. But ſent 


from God only, and that God, who is not their 


Belly. And whether he be ſent from God, or 
from Simon Magus, the inward Senſe of his Cal- 
© ling and ſpiritual Ability will ſufficiently tell 
him; and that ſtrong Obligation felt within 
© him, which was felt by the Apoſtle, will often 
© expreſs from him the ſaid Words, 1 Cor. ix. 16. 
© Neeefity is laid upon me, yea. Woe is me, if I 


© preach not the Gaſpel. Not a begarly Neceſſity, 
and the Woe feared otherwiſe of perpetual Want, 


' but ſuch a Neceſſity as made him willing to 
preach the Goſpel gratis, and to embrace Po- 
( verty, rather than as a Woe to fear it, 1 Cor. 
© xi1. 28. God hath ſet ſomein the Church, firſt Apo- 
* ſtles, &c. Eph. iv. II, &c. He gave ſome Apoſtles, 
* &c. For the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work 
ef the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Boly of 
Chriſt, 21] wwe all come to the Unity of the Faith, 
© Wherehy we may know, that as he made them 
( at the firſt, ſo he makes them ſtill, and to the 
World's End. 2 Car. iii. 6. Woo hath alſo made 
* us fit or able Miniſters of the New Teſtament. x 
Tim. iv. 14. The Gift that is in thee, which was 
© given thee by Prophecy, and the laying on of the 


Hands of the Pre/bytery. Theſe are all the means 


© which we read of required in Scripture to the 
© making of a Miniſter. . All this is granted, you 
will ſay; bur yet it is alſo requiſite he ſhould be 
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of thing in other Learning, which can be nb 
where had than at Univerſities. 
© [ anſwer, That what — W Mimaf 
or divine, can be neceſſary to a Miniſter,” may 
as eaſily, and leſs chargeably, be had in any pri- 
vate Houſe: How deficient elſe, and to how 
little purpoſe, are all thoſe Piles of Sermons, 
Notes and Comments on all Parts of the Bible, 
Bodies and Marrows of Divinity, beſides all 
other Sciences, in our Exgliſb Tongue; many of 
© the ſame Books which in Ln they read at the 
s ane And the ſmall Neceſſity of going 
© thither to learn Divinity, I prove, Arſt, from the 
* moſt Part of themſelves, who ſeldom continue 
there till they have got through Logiek, their 
* firſt Rudiments ; though to ſay Truth, Eogick 
* alſo may much better be wanting in Diſputes of 
Divinity, than in theſubtle Debates of Lawyer; 
and Stateſmen, whoyet ſeldom or never — with 
© Syllogiſms. 

a And thoſe Theological Diſputations thire held 
by Profeſſors and Graduates, are ſuch as tend leaſt 
of all to the Edification, or Capacity of the People, 
© but rather perplex, and leaven pure Doctrine with 
* ſcholaſtical Traſh, than enable any Miniſter to 
© the better preaching of the Goſpel. Whence we 
© may alſo compute, ſince they come to Reckon- 
< ings; the Charges of his needful Library; which, 
© though ſome ſhame not to value at 600 J. may 
* bqcompetently furniſhed for 60 J. If any Man, 
© fothis own Curioſity or Delight, be in Books 
© farther expenſive, that is not to be Teckon'd as 
© neceſſary to his Munuſterial, either ne or 
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Function. 

ut Papiſts ol they" We cannot be 
© conſulted without Fathers and Councils, immenſe 
© Voiumes, and of vaſt Charges. I will ſhew them 


© therefore a ſhorter and better Way of Confu- 


© ration, 
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© tation. Tit. i. 9. Holding faſt the faithful Word, 


* as he hath been taught, that be may be able by ſound 
Doctrine, both to exhort and convince Gainſaßers : 
* Who are confured as ſoon as heard, bringing 


© that which is either not in Scripture, or againſt it. 
To purſue them farther, through the obſcure 
* and entangled Wood of Antiquity, Fathers and 
© Cuncils, fighting one againſt another, is need- 
© leſs, endleſs, not requiſite in a Miniſter, and re- 
* fuſed by the firſt Reformers of our Religion. 

© Neither ſpeak I this in contempt of Learn- 
ing, or the Miniſtry, but hating the common 
* Cheats of both ; hating that they who have 
© preached out Biſhops, Prelates and Canoniſts, 
* ſhould, in what ſerves their own Ends, retain 
* their falſe Opinions, their Phariſaical Leaven, 
their Avarice, and cloſely their Ambition, their 
* Pluralities, their Non-reſidences, their odious Fees, 


* 


© and uſe their Legal and Popiſh Arguments for 


* Tithes ; that Independents ſhould take that Name, 


© as they may juſtly, from the true Freedom of 


© Chriſtian Doctrine and Church Diſcipline; ſub- 


( ject to no ſuperior Judge, but God only, . 


ſcet to be Dependents on the Magiſtrate for their 
© Maintenance. Which two Things, Independency 
© and State-Hire in Religion, can never conſiſt long 
gor certainly together. 
Time or other, not like theſe at preſent (e) our 
( Patrons of Chriſtian Liberty, will pay none but 
* ſuch whom, by their Committees of Examina 
tion, they find conformable to their Intereſts and 
Opinions; and Hirelings will ſoon frame them- 
{ ſelves to that Intereſt, and thoſe Opinions, which 
they ſee beſt | pleaſing to their Paymaſters ; and 
SE to 


6— — 


— 


(e) The Parliament of the Engliſh Common: Wealth, in 
1659, to wham Milton was Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 


For Magiſtrates at one 
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© to ſeem right themſelves, will force others as to 
© the Truth. . 
But moſt of all, they are to be revil'd and 
© ſham'd, who cry out with the diſtinct Voice of 
© notorious Hirclings, That if-ye ſettie not our Main- 
6 tenance by Law, fare el the Goſpel; than which no- 
© thing can beutter'd more falſe, more ignomini- 
© ons, and I may ſay, more blaſphemous againſt our 
© Saviour ; who hath promiſed, without this Con- 
dition, both his holy Spirit, and his own Preſence 
+ with the Courch to the World's End. Nothing 
© more falſe (unleſs with their own Mouths they 
* condemn themſelves for the unworthieſt and 
© moſt mercenary of all other Miniſters) by the 


Experience of Three Hundred Years after Chriſt, 


and the Churches at this Day in France, Au/- 
« tria, Polonia, and other Places, witneſſing the 
© contrary, under an adverſe Magiſtrate, not a 
© favourable: Nothing more ignominious, level- 
© ling, or rather undervaluing, Chriſt beneath 

ͤ— 8 | | 
For, if it muſt be thus, how can any Chri/- 
tian object it to a Turk, That his Keligion ſtand; 
* by Force only; and not juſtly fear from him this 
© Reply, Yours both by Force and Money in the Fudg- 
« ment of your own 41eachers. This is that which 
© makes, ther/ts in the Land, whom they ſo much 
* complain of: Not the Want of Maintenance, or 
© Preachers, as they alledge, but the many Hire- 
© lings and Cheaters that have the Goſpel in their 
Hands: Hands that ſtill crave and are never 
© ſatisfied. Likely Miniſters indeed, to proclaim 
(the Faith, or to exhort our Truſt in God, whe 
© they themſelves will not truſt him to provide 
for them, in the Meſſage whereon, they ſay 
© he ſent them, but threaten for Want of tempo 
© ral Means to deſert it; calliſig that Want ol 
Means, which is nothing ele but the Want © 
5 | « the) 
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© their own Faith ; and would force us to pay the 


Hire of building our Faith to their covetous Incre- 


dul: : h TL 

© Doubtleſs, if God only be He, who gives Mi- 
© niſters to his Church till the World's End; and 
© through the whole Goſpel, never ſent us for Mi- 
© niſters to the Schools of Philoſophy, but rather 
* bids us Reware of ſuch vain Deceit, Col. ii. 8. 
© (which the primitive Church, after two or three 
© Ages, not remembring, brought herſelf quickly 
to Confuſion.) If all the Faithful be now an holy 
and a Royal Prieſthood, 1. Pet. ii. 5, 9. not ex- 
cluded from the Diſpenſation of Things holieſt, 
C after free Election of the Church, and Impoſition 
© of Hands, there will not want Miniſters elected 
out of all Sorts and Orders of Men, for the Goſpel 
© makes no Difference from the Magiſtrate himſelf, 
6 to the meaneſt Artiſicer, if God evidently favour 
© him with ſpiritual Gifts, as he can caſily, and oft 


has done, while thoſe Batchelor Divines, and 


Doctors of the Tippet, have been paſſed by. 
© Heretofore, in the firſt Evangelical Times 


(and it were happy for C:ri/tendom if it were ſo 


© again) Miniſters of the Goſpel were by nothing 
© elſe diſtinguiſhed from other Chriſtians, but by 
© their ſpiritual Knowledge, and Sanctity of Life, 
for which the Church elected them to be her 
Teachers and Overſeers, though not thereby to 
© ſeparate them from whatever Calling ſhe then 
found them following beſides, as the Example of 


© St. Paul declares, and the firſt Times of Chriſ- 


A tanity. 

© When once they affected to be called a Clergy, 
© and became as 1t were a peculiar Tribe of Le- 
© vites, a Party, a diftin& Order in the Common- 


\ elſe but what was 


I 2 


1 © Wealth, bred up for Divines in Babling-ſchools, 
and fed at the publick Coſt, good for nothing 
good for nothing, they ſoon 
grew 
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© grew idle ; that Tdleneſs, with Fulneſs of Bread 
© begat Pride, and perpetual Contention with their 


+ © Feeders, the deſpiſed Laity, through all Ages 
© ever ſince, to the perverting of Religion, and 


© the Diſturbance of all Cpri/tendom. 3 
And we may confidently conclude, it never 

© will be otherwiſe, while they are thus upheld 

* undepending on the Church, on which alone they 


c anciently depended ; and are by the Magiſtrate 


publickly maintain'd; a numerous Faction of 


© indigent Perſons, crept for the moſt part out 


© of extreme Want and bad Nurture, claiming by 


© divine Right and Freehold, the Tenth of our 
Eſtates, to monopolize the Miniſtry as their 
« : Peculiar, which is free and open to all able 
© Chriſtians, elected by any Church. 

© Under this Pretence, exempt from all other 
Employment, and enriching themſelves on the 
© Public, they laſt of all prove common Incen- 
© diaries, and exalt their Horns againit the Magi- 


© © ſtrate himſelf that maintains them, as the Prieſt 
© of Rome did ſoon after, againſt his Benefactor 
© the Emperor; and the Presbyters of late in Scat- 


© land, Of which hirelmg Crew, together with 
© all the Miſchiefs, Diſſentions, Troubles, Wars, 
« meerly of their kindling, Chriſtendom might ſoon 
© rid herſelf and be happy, if Chriſtians would but 
© know their own Dignity, their Liberty, their Adop- 
* tion, and let it not be wonder'd, if I ſay their 
ſpiritual Prieſthood, whereby they have all equally 
Acceſs to any miniſterial Function, whenever 
called by their own Abilities and the Church, 
though. they never came near Commencement or 
Univerſity. I . 5 
But while Proteſtants, to avoid the due Labour 
© of underſtanding their Religion, are content to 
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lodge it in the Ereaſt, or rather in the Books of a 


© Clergyman, and to take it thence by Scraps and 
— | Mammocks, 
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5 Mammocks, as he diſpenſes it in his Sunday s 


Dole, they will be always learning and never 
knowing; always Infants, always either his Vaſ- 


* 
c 


ed Writer, concerning T:!hes and [tireling 


ſals, as Lay-Prieſts are to their Prieſts, or at odds 
with him, as reformed Principles give them ſome 
Light to be not wholly conformable, whence in- 
finite Diſturbances in the State, as they do, muſt 
needs follow. | | 
Thus much I had to ſay ; and I ſuppoſe, what 
may be enough to them who are not avariciouſly 
bent otherwiſe, touching The /tkelieſt Means to 
remove Hirelings out of the Church; than which 
nothing can more conduce to 7 3 to Peace, 
and all Happineſs both in (Church and State. 

© Tf I be not heard nor believed, the Event will 
bear me witneſs to have ſpoken Truth; And. 1 
in the mean while have borne my Witneſs, not out 
of Seaſon, to the Church and to my Country.“ 


Theſe, Reader, are the Sentiments * this lear n- 
Mi- 


niſters, to Which we ſhall ſubjoin ſome Extracts 
from the 1n/wer to the Country- Parſon*s Plea, &c. 
by a Member of the Houſe of Commons, publiſhed 1 in 


1736; 


c 


0 
c 


. 
( 
c 
c 


6 
( 


the Author whercof obſerves, 


. AT the Word PROPERTY was never 
leſs warrantably uſed, than it had been in 


i Plea for tithes. 


The Tithes of the Clergy, ſays he, are the 
Wages, which, as Scrvants of the Publick, they 
receive from the Bounty of the Laws; and their 
Right in thoſe Tithes ariſing purely from the 

G: ace, their Remedy in ſuing for them mult de 
* pend wholly on the Will of the Legiſlative Power. 
A Layman's Frechold accrues to him by In- 
heritance from his Father : A Churchman's Free- 
1d accrues to him by the Gift of the Publick- 
13 | © on 
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ever remember d, were the Men who avowed this 
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© on ſuch Conditions, as are or ſhall be declared to 
< qualify the Tenure of the Poſſeſſion, or the Re- 


* covery of any Rights incident to it. 


* By Non-compliance with theſe Conditions, as 

< ed in a ſingle Act of Parliament, i. e. the 
laſt Uniformity- 48, Thouſands have been de- 
prived in a Year, not only of their Tithes, but 
their Churches, with the high Approbation of all 


Reputation of the Sufferers in that Caſe, that as 
* ſenſible as they were of their Hardſhips, they had 
greater Modeſty than to call that a-Property 


c 
0 
C 
© zealous Churchmen. And I muſt ſay, for the 
4 
o 
C 
6 


Which they knew to be only a Truſt. 


Nor would it have been endured; and much 
© leſs, that knowing their Poſſeſſions to be held of 
this Publick Donation, they ſhould have had the 
© Infolence to treat any Intereſt incident to their 
< Poſſeſſion, as a matter of Property, not belonging 
to the Diſpoſition of Parliament. Every private 
© Intereſt; even Rights of Inheritance, muſt be 
< governed by the Conſideration of publick Inter. 
6 eſt, Salus Populi Suprema Lex. 

, And, nothing can be more inſolent or incon- 
gruous, than to challenge the Donations of the 
Publick, as a Property not to be reformed for 
© the Convenience of the Publick. 

No free State, no wiſe People, ever ſuffered 
ſuch a DoRtine to paſs unreproved. The Agra- 
rian Laws of the ancient Republicks, in direct 
Contradiction to it, ordained the equal Diſtribu- 
tion of Lands, and reformed the Grievance of 
exc-(five Property, by limiting and refraimng th 
Poſſeſſions of their Subjects The Laws of 
* England are not without the ſtrongeſt Declara 
© tions of the ſame Wiſdom in our Legiſlators ; the 
© KReformers of our Church, to their Honour be it 
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© Power of retrenching enormous Property to ou the 
6 Fenn. of Parliament.“ 5 


After quoting part of the Acts of Henry the 8th, 


for taking away Peter-pence, and ſuppreſſing of 
Monaſteries, the Author proceeds. 


!! NB OMEN, 


© Whoever reads theſe Acts, will find, 1. That | 


the Regulation of eccleſiaſtical Property i is ſo far 


from contradicting, that nothing can be more 


natu al to the Gemus of this free Kingdom. 


2. That ſuch Regulation of Property in the 


Church, is the only Means by which any People 
can obtain a Reformation of Religion. 3. That 


the Parliament of this Kingdom, in diveſting the 


Church of thoſe /mpropriations of Tithe, did not 
allow Churchmen to have any Properry in Tithe, 
And (4.) that if the Legiſlature now in being, 
procceding in the ſame Courſe as our firſt Re- 
formers, ſhould think it expedient to aboliſh all 
Tithe remaining in the Church, or to convert it 
into Lay fees, they could not want a full. and 
proper Warrant from the Acts of their Predeceſ- 
ſors, ſo long as the Acts for Non- payment of 
Peter- pence, and for ſuppreſſing of ana 
ſhall remain in the Stature-books---- 


© The Alligation of the Clergy's Rirth-rioht in in 


the Law, as applicable to the Affair of Tithes, 


would make a Stranger imagine, that either they 
were born with the indelille Character upon them, 
or that every Prieſt had Inſtitution and Induction 
of a Benefice, even in his Mother's Womb. * 

© If the Tithes, if the Dues, if the Maintenance, 
which is now paid to the Clergy, were entirely 
taken away, they would loſe no Birth-right they 
have in the Law; they might loſe the Benevo- 


© lence which they receive from the Law, and 


* which the me have the ſame Right to 
1 * © reſume. 
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reſume, as ever they had to eſtabliſh, if the "9a 


Reaſon -which induced the Grant ſhould require 
the Reſumption ; if public Good ſhould call upon 


them to reverſe what their Anceſtors conſented to 


from no other Conſideration. ------ 
his prodigious Uſurpation upon the Aue 


of Mankind, makes the Bill before us (f) the 


more abſolutely neceſſary, and moves all Indig- 
nation againſt the Parſon, who ſuggeſts, 1 hat the 
Bill will encourage the Quaker in ſetting up Right 


upon the Plea of Conjcrence to another Man's 


Eſtate. 
I ſaid to myſelf, Doth not the ee Parſon 


| to every Man's Conſcience, when he de- 
2 Tithe of divine Right 2 When he claims it 


as a Duty to God? And muſt he not fo far allow 


the Yraker's Conſcience to decide? 

Hut, ſays the Parſon, I wiſh the Quaker” s Con- 
ſcience could be examined in this Point, Is he a 
Land-Owner ? Let him be aſked, upon his Con- 
ſcience, whether be paid any Confideration ta the 
Vender of the Land beyond the uſual Price, and 
upon a Suppoſition . that no Tithes would be due 
from his Land. Ts he a Farmer? Let him be aſked, 
whether he pays more Rent than a Churchman 
uſed to give for the Farm, and in Conſideration of 
his paying no Tithe, If he cannot ſay that he either 
bought or / hired the Tithe (and he can ſay neither ) 
what Title hath he to it ? 


I I muſt here obſerve, that the Conntry- Parſon 
lays down a Law f Properly by this Examination 


of the Ruaker's Conſcience ;------ A Propoſition, 
That if any Burthen upon Land ſhall continue till 


it leſſen the Value of our Lands, it then becomes 
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© A Property inthe Uſurpers; and the Landed-Men 
£ ſhall never be diſcharged, becauſe all ſubſequent 
© Purchaſes are made with the Conſideration of 

* ſuch an Incumbrance upon the Land. EE, 
There are Three remarkable Caſes in our 
« Hiſtory, which will fall under this Propoſition. 

+ © 1. The ancient Rome-ſcot or Peter-pence, was 
© a Penny charged upon every Houfe by Ina, King 


of the Veſt-Saxons, being at Rome in Pilgrimage, 


Anno 720, and by Offa, King of the Mercians, 
Anno 794, to ſuſtain the Englſb School there: 
© Tt amounted to 300 Marks and a Noble yearly 
for the whole Realm, and was paid to the See of 
* Rome on the Feaſt of St. Peter ad Vincula, being 


the firſt Day of Avrguft, till it was aboliſhed by 


Parliament, 25 Hen. 8, Anno 1534. | 
© 2. Theancient Dane-gelt was a Tribute of one 


Shilling, and afterwards of two Shillings, upon 


0 every Hide of Land; originally levied for clear- 
* ing the Seas of Daniſh Pyrates, or for purchaſing 
© Peace of them, as Ethelred, who raifed for 


this Purpoſe firſt 10 5,000]. next 16, ooo. then 
| © 36,000). and laſtly 48,0000. Edward the Car- 
Felſor releaſed this Tax. It was levied again by 


© the Conqueror, and by W. Rufus ; but it was 
again releaſed by Hen. 1. and finally by King 
* Stephen. 

3. The ancient Subſidy given from Year 
to Lear by Parliament, was uſually, as in the 
14th of Edw. 3. Stat. cap. 18. The Prelates, 
Earls, Barons, and all the Commons of the Realm, 
grant fo the King the ninth Lamb, the ninth Flere, 
the ninth Sheaf, a1d of Cities aud Boroughs, the 
very ninth Part of all their Goods and Chattels, to 
be taken by two Years to come. 
£ Numerous Inſtances of the like Subſi dies may 

be ſeen in . 8 ER 


* 


Now 
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Nov in all theſe Caſes, viz. 1. In the Caſe of 
© Peter-pence, which continued a Rent-charge on 


Houſes for the Space of 800 Years, 2, In the 
© Caſe of Danxe-gelt, which continued a Rent- 


charge upon Land for the Space of 300 Years, 


And z. In the Caſe of the ninth Part of the Pro- 
duce of Land, and the ninth Part of the Subjects 
Goods, which continued very long the uſual Sub- 
< ſidy to the Crown; the Value of the Lands of 
England became impaired by reaſon of the Charge, 
and every Purchaſer paid a leſs Price whilſt ſuch 
£ Incumbrance continued upon them, 
But would our Anceſtors haye ſuffered her 
© the Pope, or the Crown to examine the Con- 
© ſciences of the People of England, in the abſurd 
Manner of this Country-Parfon ? Would it have 
been endured either to ſet up a Right in Conſcience 
to the Perpetuity of Peter-pence, or Dane. gel, 
© becauſe every modern Purchaſer had bought his 
£ Houſe or Land the cheaper; by reaſon of ſuch 
£ Burthen upon them? 
© Doubtleſs the ſame Queſtions might havehorn 
© aſkedin the Caſe of Peler-pence and of Dane-gett, 
as in the Caſe of Tithe, and the lame Anſwers 
muſt have been returned. 
© Butthe Pay ſon atks further, If you bought your 
Lands and lenem-nts with theſe Incumbrances upon 
* them, what Right hav? you ever to be freed a 
them? | 
* lanſwer, that I have the Right of a free Subject, 
© to enjoy the Produce of his own Labour; the 
* Right of an Vugliſbman, to enjoy his own Poſſeſſion 
* free and cicarof all unreaſonable Incumbrances; 
© and my Title to the incumbred Part of my 
Eſtate is ſo far good as any other Man's Title to 
it is bad. If I buy an Eſtate with a Kent- 
charge, an Aunuiiy, or a Mortgage upon it, and 
* theſe Incumbrances ſhall be * conſidered in the 
* Purchaſe 
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Purchaſe ; yet if afterwards it appears that the 
Perſons claiming this Rent. charge, this Annuity, 


or this Mortgage, never had any juſt Right 


therein; am I bound to make Kt, bad Title 


| good 1 in Law or Conſcience, becauſe I bought the - 
Eſtate cheaper, on Suppoſition that they had | 


lawful Incumbrances upon it? 

© In the Poſſeſſion of Land Iam in the Condi- 
tion of the prime Occupant, I am not bound to 
ſhew my Title to any Man; I am not bound to 


ſhew that I bought it, or inherit it. It is ſuffici- 


ent that I poſſeſs it, unleſs he can ſhew a prior or 


better Right to it. And whether I bought my 


Fre:hold cheaper or dearer, I am by Law and 
Conſcience intituled to hold it as free and clear, as 


if 1 had held it from the Creation of the World. f 


If when the ancient Subſid oy of. of a ninth Part 
had gained Eſtabliſhment by Courſes of Time, 


the Purchaſe of Lands e cheaper by reaſon 1 


of this Exaction, would not the Crown have had 
an Eſtate of Perpetuity 1 in the ninth Lamb, the 


ninth Fleece, the ninth Sheaf, and the xinth Part 
of the Goods of all the Subjects, by the ſame 


Rule of Conſcience as the Clergy claim an Eſtate 


in the Ten TH ? Becauſe the Continuance of the 
Uſurpation had lowered the Rents of all the 


Lands. 

* 'This Doctrine of gaining an Eſtate in Perpe- 
tuity thro? any Impoſition upon Land, which by 
Length of Time makes the Value of it leſs in ſub- 


ſequent Alienations, and by pretended Equity, | 


the Intereſt in it leſs to all — Purchaſers, is of 
dangerous Conſequence to the whole LAX DED 
INTEREST of this Kingdom. It eſtabliſhes a 
Right /ome where ina PERPETUALLamnD Tax, 

becauſe within forty or fifty Years Time, ſince 
the Land hath borne this Charge, the Value of 
Land hath diminiſhed in proportion; and Two- 
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thirds of the Lands of England, having within | 


that Time by Purchaſe or Exchange paſſed into 


the Hands of new Owners, (as may poſſibly be 


the caſe of all our Lands before this Tax can be 
releaſed) therefore the Land-Owner, who bought 


his Land ſubject to the uſual Land-Tax, ſhall in 


Equity and Conſcience be for ever liable to pay 
two, three, or four Shillings in the Pound, by 

reaſon of his having bought the Land cheaper. 

And the Country-Par ſon ſhall aſk him thoſe 
ſubtle Queſtions, 1s he a Land-Owner ? Let bim 
be aſted upon his Conſcience, whether be paid any 
Conſideration to the Venger of the Land beyond the 
uſual Price, and upon Suppofition that no Land- 


Tax would be due from his Land. Is he a Farmer > 


Let him be aſted upon bis Conſcience, whether he 


pays more Rent than uſed to be given for the Harm, 
and in Conſideration of his paying no Land- Tar. If 


he cannot ſay, that he either bought or hired the 
Land-Tax (and he can ſay neither ) what 1itle hath 
Le to it? and therefore there mujt be another 
Owner who hath a juſt Title to it. 


From Rules of Property and Rights of Eſtale. 


ſuch as this Country-Parſon would eſtabliſh, it 


muſt follow, that no Uſurpation on the Lands of 


a Kingdom could ever be rcfumed confi iſtently 
with Conſcience; that the Foundations of Eccle- 


ſiaſticks in the Chur ch of Rem? itfetf ought not 


to be taken away, becauſe the Prieſts have the 
legal Eſtate veſted in them; that the Impoſitions 
of arbitrary Power become Matter of Right in 
Perſons who can work the ancient Land Owners 
out of their Inheritances; and that if SH p- 
Mo x v had been exacted for a Length of Time, 


© till the Value of all our Lands had ſunk under 


the Exactions, New Purchaſers would have had 


© no Rightto have been eaſed of the Burden, be- 


* 


cauſe 
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Wye Great Caſe of Tithes, & . 


| cauſe they would have bought the Land charged 


© withit, and cheaper by reaſon of it. 22 
In ſhort, ſuch Conſequences are unavoidable 
© from this Part of the Country-Par ſon's Plea, that 
were he to ſhew himſelf in his Proper Figure, 
© ſpeaking in this Manner againſt the Right of the 


© People of England to enjoy their own Lands, an 
« [mpeaching Parliament might probably charge 


him as an Enemy to Property; a Betrayer of the 


© Rights and Liberties of the People, advancing 
« falſe Doctrines of dangerous Conſequence to the Con- 


« ftitution of tbe Kingdom, and which tend to ſubvert 


« the Proteſtant Religion, to obirut? all Reformation 
in the Chriſtian Church, to revive Popery and 


Popiſh Foundations, and to ſubjeft the Commons of 


Power. „ 8 
Leaving him to the Diſcipline of ſuch National 


Juſtice whenever it ſhall find him------ totally 6 


deny him, or any Perſon living, to poſſeſs any 
Eſtate in the Land, by reaſon of its having been 


lower'd in Value, through an unjuſt Impoſition; 


I conceive his Claim of Tithe to have no other 
Foundation in Law or Conſcience than Peter- 
pence had before it was aboliſh'd by Act of Par- 
liament ; I conceive them both to have been 


obtain'din the Times of Darkneſs and Devotion 


through the Craft of a mercenary Clergy, and the 


Superſtition of a blind deluded Laity : I likewiſe 
apprehend, that as the Wiſdom of Parliament 
utterly aboliſh'd tbe one, becauſe it impoveriſhed 
the Kingdom, ſo the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple have not only a Right, but are bound in 
Duty to moderate the other, whenever it ſhall be 
exorbitant in its Amount, or oppreſlive in its 


Exactions. But, 
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* Uſurpations of the ſame Nature, which grew and 
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this Realm to the Yoke of enormous Ecclefiaſtical = 
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e Becuuſe the Eftate of the Clergy in Tithe, is 


© ſo much inſiſted on as their Right in Conſcience, it 


© may be fit to enquire on what Conſideration they 


had their original Grants: The Confirmation of 


* King STEPHEN is an Evidenee of this Kind, the 
© Preamble to which is as-follows, viz: 


©. BECAUSE. through the Providente of | divine 


Mercy we know it to be ſo ordered, and by the 


- © Churches publiſhing it far and near, ever y Body 


« tath heard, that bythe Diſtribution of Alms, Perſons 
© may be abſolved from the Bonds of Sin, and acquire 


5 wa Rewards of Heavenly Foys; ISTRPHER, by 
© the Grace of God, King of England, being willing 


© io have a Part with them, who by an happy Kind of 
« Trading, exchange Heavenly T hings for Earthly ; 


© and omg with the Love of God, and for the 
Salvation my own Soul, and the Soul; of my 


© Father an j Mother, and all m y Forefathers and 


© Anceſtors (confirm Tithes _ other Donations to 
© the Church). | 
After ſuch a Specimen as this, I cannot have 
© the leaſt Doubt, that Eſtates given under ſuch 
1 Oenſiderations, are of ALL O THE RS, the moſt 


Froper for the Diſpoſition of Parliament. 
Towards the Concluſion of the Diſſertation, the 


Author replies to what his Antagoniſt had urged 


againſt with-holding Tithes, from two Statutes of 


Hen. 8. wherein they who do ſo are ſtiled Evil- 
diſpoſed Perſons. Not regarding their Duties to God 


and the King; acting of an _— per verſe Wu. ill and 
Mind, &c. 


If it be _ as the Senſe of thoſe Times con- 
* cerning Non-payment of Tithe, will the Parſon 
© allow me to cite other Statutes made about the 
* ſame Time, as the Senſe of the Law- makers upon 


3 other Eccleſiaſtical Pretenſions. 


C1 fear, 
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The Great Ca ſe of Tithes, Oe, 


l fear, the Senſe of Parliament hath very little ö 


Weight with the Clergy, when it is not on the 


Side of their Ambition; and therefore I may not 


perhaps hold it concluſive , when, influenced by 


their ungodly Management, it lets them looſe ts 


defame and damn their Enemies, as Enemies 7 
God and the King. . | 

© The Statute of the firſt: Year of Edward 6. 
cap. 2. declares, That Elections of Archbiſhops and 


Biſhops, by Danes and Chapters, are as well to the 


long Delay, as io the great Cofts and Charges of 


6 


* ſuch Perſons whom the King gives any Archbiſhop- 
rick or Biſhoprict unio, and that the ſaid Eleftions - 


be in very deed no Elections, but only by a Writ 


of Conge D'elire, have Colours, Shadows, or Pre- 
tences of Elections, ſerving nevertheleſs io no Pur- 
poſe, and ſeeming alſo derogatory to the Kings 


| Preropative Royal, 


* This AQ of Parliament, though not held at 


© preſent to be in force, doth certainly ſhew the 
Senſe of our Anceſiors on 1 Subject of electing . 


Biſhops. 
* Will the Clergy 8 us to ſpeak of their pre- 


tended Elections of Biſhops in the Teams of this 


Act of Parliament? No- ic is againſt divine 
Right. If then they will not allow the Inſtitution 
of Biſhops to be tied down to the Preface of a 


Law made in Edward the Sixth's Time, will they 


tie every Man down in the Equity of Tithes to 


the Preface of a Law made 1 in Henry he Eighth's 


- Time? 


A A A A 


I truſt inthe Right of an Engliſh Subject, that 
we ſhall not be reſtrained from a larger Conſide- 
ration of fo important an Affair, and that neither 
our Duty to God or the King ſhall be queſtioned 
for no better Reaſon than our Difference of 


c eee in the Affair of Tit hes. 


© I reverence 
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An APPENDIX 
I reverence an Act of Parliament as much as 
any Man living. It is the Act of that Power 
which we are all bound to truſt and obey. But 
I am not ſo far concluded by an Act of Par- 
liament, that I ought either to believe implicitly 
whatever it declares, or not to ſollicit the Repeal 
of what it may enact. And I cannot but obſerve, 
© I, That when Henry the £7ghthunravelling his 
© own Reformation, went retrograde into the worſt 
* Meaſures of Popery, he paſt the A# of the fix 
Articles in his 31ſt Year, wherein he eſtabliſhed 
* Auricular Confeſſion and Tranſubſtantion. And, 
© 2: That in his next Year he paſt the Act for 
© the Payment of Tithes, wherein is the famous Ex- 
preſſion of Perſons not regarding their Duties 10 
© God and the King. „ | 
If therefore Tithes, Tranſubſtanliation, and Au- 
© ricular Confeſion, are of the ſame Growth and 
Family, we ſhall find that the ſame Reaſoning 
from Acts of Parliament, which makes the Pay- 
ment of Tithes a Duty to God and the King, by the 
© Statute of 32 Hen. 8. would as forcibly prove 
* Tranſubſtantiation and Auricular Cunfeſſion to be 
Articles of Faith fit for a Chriſtian to believe in, 
© becauſe they arc ſo declared by the Statute of 31 
Hen. 8. which impoſed thoſe (g) Ax bloody Ar- 
liclos, famous in the Story of thoſe Times. And, 
5 To 
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„ (s) ½. If any ſhould deny the real Preſence of the 
Body of Chri/t in the Sacrament, he ſhould be burned. 

% 24. If any deny the Sacrament to be ſufficient under 
« One Species; 34, Or hold it lawful for Piieits to be 
Married; 4th, Or that Chaſtity vowed was not to be 
„% kept; 5h, Or that Private Maſſes ought not to be cele. 
* brated; 674, Or that Auricular Confeſſion was not expe- 
dient, they ſhould be hanged. | | 

„His Law, ſays the Hiftorian, was the Deſtruction of 
Multitudas.“ ; 


The Great Caſe of Tithes, Ec. 


© To ſay that the Act of the /ix Articles is re- : 
« pealed, but that the Tithe AZ is ſtill in force, 


© would make the Matter infinitely ridiculous; 
© for,-------This would ſuppoſe that our Duty to 
© God, or our Faith in Ci riſt, depends altogether 
© on the Exiſtences and Duration of Acts of Par- 
© liament : So that it may be a Duiy io God, or not 
© a Duty 10 God; an Oribodox Creed, or not an 


* Orthodox Creed, as different Parliaments happen 


© to be of different Opinions. 3 
F the Cauntry-Parſon is diſpleaſed that ſuch 


© Abſurdities ſhould be laid at his Door, he ſhould 


© be leſs forward to preſs the Senſe of our Anceſ- 
* tors, and Authorities, out of the Statute-books 


in Proofs of ſuch Points as Duties to God, wherein 


every Man may take the Bible and his own Con- 
If he is diſpleaſed that the Senſe of our An- 
ceſtors, and Authorities out of the Statute-books, 


© ſcience to be ſafer Guides, than any Act of Par⸗ 


* ſhould be urged in Support of the Rights of the 


© Laity, againſt the Uſurpations of the Clergy, I 
+ muſt tell him, that to protect the People from 
Injuſtice, is the proper and eſſential Care of Par- 
*© lament, but that to define Datics 10 God, is be- 

ond the Bounds of human Authority; and tho” 
8 may ſpecify what Doctrines Ctergys 
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© Servant of the Legiſlative Power, yet every 


Man is Maſter of his awn Conſcience. 


Our Duty 10 God, as to the Payment of Tithes, 


© is thereof in every reſpect as queſtionable, and 


© as conſcientiouſly to be denied, as if thoſe Laws 
© had never been enacted. And, 
The Payment of Tithes, as a Duty to God, 


being denied by the Quakers, and by almoſt all 


other Men; The common Good can be the only 
1 juſtifiable, 


men ſhall teach, yet they cannot require ay Maft 
to believe them, becauſe though the Parſon is the 
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4 © ibis Roe fo 125 impoſi ng it as a common 
| ps Charge 


"RO The Country Pur ſon hath a Cbnteit, that this 


— 6991 Bill is he only Inſtance of an Application 
do any Government, in the known World, to 
1 2 ** countenance an Opinion deſtructive to the Prope 


© of any of the Subjects. But ſurely, if it be hig 


= * Conception, he1 15 WEOR vain, and nwarrant- 
a |. 5 


Tat Lands held in ran, or that t the 
? Stagnation of Property in dead Hands; i Gon 

to the Good of the Kingdom, h hath been 
© the Opinion of our Parliaments, and. the Prin- 


. ©ciple of our Laws, ever ſince ine Foundation 


© of this Government, however deſtructive! it 4 7 
be to what Churchmep' call their Property. 

« farther, © 

That the Quaker, hold the Wg of the 
Clergy. to be Antichriſtian and unreaſonable, 1 is 
Fact. That any Se& ſhould account it 1 
ſufficient Charge upon them to maintain tl 
own Teachers, is but Reaſon : And, T - 
the Quakers, who pay nothing at all to their own 
Teachers, ſnould be obliged to maintain the 
Teachers of any other Sect, is to them not r 
an Haniſhip, but an Abomination. 9 
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